
October 27, 2019 Thy Kingdom Come! 

Mark 9 

As usual in Mark’s gospel account, there are several significant 

episodes with Jesus in chapter 9: His Transfiguration on a Mount 

near Caesarea Philippi in the presence of James, John & Peter; 

His clarification that the Elijah prophesied by Malachi was, in 

fact, John the Baptist (a problem with reading & understanding all 

scripture literally!); His freeing a boy from demonic possession 

that His disciples could not because of their lack of prayer; the 

dichotic servant-hood/leadership of God’s kingdom on earth; and 

His teaching about man’s righteousness to be tested by the fire of 

God’s judgment. All of these teachings/events in Christ’s life are 

significant subjects for study – and most of them were discussed 

in small groups already this morning. We do expect you to take 

advantage of S.G.’s for deepening relationships & sanctification! 

 In my study/preparation this week, the Spirit persuaded 

me to concentrate with you on the truths in just 1verse…verse 1!  
1Jesus went on to say, “I tell you the truth, some standing here right 

now will not die before they see the Kingdom of God arrive in great 

power!” The first thing I notice is that Jesus Himself ties this 

statement to His teaching in the previous chapter! But, as Jeremy 

points out, it could be a reference to the next event – Christ’s 

transfiguration! So, whether it actually fits better in chapter 8 or 

9 is questionable (chapter divisions are man-made)! Never-

theless, we need to explore 3 aspects of this statement: “…some 

standing here right now will not die before they…” 

     1) …see the kingdom…, 2) …arrive…, 3) …in great power 
 

 

I) SEE THE KINGDOM: 

     -All Kingdoms are defined by 2 things: a King & a Domain 

 -The King of God’s kingdom is, of course…Jesus  

 -Jesus reigns over His domain! But what/where is that? 

      -We know that Satan reigns on earth since man’s fall 

  -Eph 2:2 + 1John 5:18 
 

*So, where does Christ rule/reign since His victorious earthly 

life (first Century)? Jesus’ Cross-event successfully instated or 

inaugurated a new covenant AND God’s Kingdom on earth: 

 -Luke 17:20-21;   Mark 1:15;   1Cor 15:25-26 

 -Kingdom of God is proximate & in Jesus (close at hand)  

 -Entrance is gained thru repentance of sin & belief in JC 

The rule/reign of Christ is NOW – but not over the earth! He 

reigns only in the hearts & lives of His people: Believers are His 

current domain! Jesus does not yet reign over the earth; He won’t 

until His return & Judgment! (even then it won’t be this version) 

 -Rev 11:15 – the “now” is the future prophesied!  
 

 

II) ARRIVE: 

     -When did God’s Kingdom arrive in Believers on earth? 

 -Christ’s Cross – then Resurrection – then Pentecost 

     -Kingdom life: more than merely a ticket to ride someday! 

 -K. life = characterized by the King’s Presence with us 

 -K. life = characterized by the King’s Provision for us 

 -K. life = characterized by the King’s Power in us 

     -Salvation = the “exchanged life” of Christ lived here & now 

 -The quality of life God always wanted for us = Presence  

 -Saved from a worldly, empty, selfish life = Provision 

 -Exchanged death for Life, sin for Freedom, flesh for  

  Spirit, & temporal for Eternal = Power  

     *We have already died with Christ & been raised to E. Life!    

  -Eph 2:6 “…He raised us” = it’s already done! 
 

 

IN GREAT POWER: (John 14:12,13) 

Resurrection Power & Holy Spirit’s power to do greater things! 

     -C’s R. Power frees us from Sin, Satan, Death, Hell to E. Life 

     -C’s R. Power converts/conforms us to His image born in us 

 -To be recreated Holy in our new, spirit-nature (identity) 

 -To be being transformed in our soul (mind, will, emotion) 

 -To 1 day be completed/perfected w/ a Resurrection body 

      *His Power reconciles & restores us to friendship with God 

 -Friendship: mutual caring, sharing, priorities, values & 

  direction – Amos 3:3 – different translations 
 

 

CONSIDER THESE SANCTIFYING QUESTIONS: 

1) Have you become the domain of King Jesus? 

2) Is He reigning in your heart, thoughts, decisions & relations? 

http://biblehub.com/mark/9-1.htm


3) Are you enjoying life with God on His terms? 

MEDITATION: Jeremiah 7:22-23 (CEV) 
“At the time I brought your ancestors out of Egypt, I didn't 

command them to offer sacrifices to me. Instead, I told them, "If you 

listen to me and do what I tell you, I will be your God, you will be my 

people, and all will go well for you." 

 The purpose behind the statement, “I will be your God, 

and you will be My people” (“I will make you to be My people”) 

is God’s determination to accomplish His will on earth thru His 

people. In other words, that the good, beneficent, perfect will of 

God be done in the earthly realm – not just the heavenly realm – 

thus perfectly uniting all things in Him. And by making us His 

people, God makes us the agents (or regents) thru whom His will 

is accomplished on this earth! 

 This is what Jesus shows us in His earthly life: He loved 

doing God’s will, God’s way, by God’s power as a man. It’s 

what He taught His disciples when they asked about prayer: 

“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 

Prayer is the avenue by which we exchange our human perspec-

tives, desires & needs for God’s truth, will, & provision (Pastor 

Jeremy’s definition!) 

 Doing God’s will is the perfect expression of faith in Him 

AND the fullest way for us to experience His goodness in living. 

By doing God’s will, we prove His kingdom has come on earth! 

 Sermon in a sentence: Thy Kingdom Come! 

 

 

 

A Working Definition of Prayer:  

“Exchanging our human perspective, desire, and need  

 for God’s truth, will, and provision!” (JD, 10/20/19) 

 

This accurately identifies the hard work of praying: it’s not 

negotiating with God for what you want, but wrestling against 

your own self to exchange it for God’s truth, will & provision! 

 

Mark 9:1 (NLT) 

1Jesus went on to say, “I tell you the truth, some standing here right 

now will not die before they see the Kingdom of God arrive in great 

power!” 

Ephesians 2:2 (NLT) 
You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the world, obeying the 

devil—the commander of the powers in the unseen world.  He is the 

spirit at work in the hearts of those who refuse to obey God. 

 
1 John 5:18 

We know that God’s children do not make a practice of sinning, for 

God’s Son holds them securely, and the evil one cannot touch them. 

 *********************** 
 

Luke 17:20-21 (NLT) 

20) One day the Pharisees asked Jesus, “When will the Kingdom of 

God come?” Jesus replied, “The Kingdom of God can’t be detected 

by visible signs. 21) You won’t be able to say, ‘Here it is!’ or ‘It’s 

over there!’ For the Kingdom of God is already among you (is within 

you, or is in your grasp).” 

 

Mark 1:15 (NLT) 

“The time promised by God has come at last!” he announced. “The 

Kingdom of God is near! Repent of your sins & believe the Good 

News” 

 

1Cor 15:25-26 (NLT) 
25For Christ must reign until he humbles all his enemies beneath 

his feet. 26And the last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

 *********************** 
 

Rev 11:15 (NLT) 
“The world has now become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his 

Christ, and he will reign forever and ever.” 

 ************************* 
 

Ephesians 2:6 (GNT) 
6In our union with Christ Jesus he raised us up with him to rule 

with him in the heavenly world. 

 *********************** 
 

John 14:12-13 (NLT) 
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12“I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same 

works I have done, and even greater works, because I am going to be 

with the Father. 13You can ask for anything in my name, and I will do 

it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father. 
 

Amos 3:3 

      -Can 2 people walk together without agreeing on the      

      direction? (or arranging to meet first)? (NLT + Good News) 
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