
Daily Devotions 
May 18th-23rd (Memorials are Biblical) 

14 So the people left their camp to cross the 
Jordan, and the priests who were carrying the 
Ark of the Covenant went ahead of them. 15 It 
was the harvest season, and the Jordan was 
overflowing its banks. But as soon as the feet of 
the priests who were carrying the Ark touched 
the water at the river’s edge, 16 the water above 
that point began backing up a great distance 
away at a town called Adam, which is near 

Zarethan. And the water below that point flowed 
on to the Dead Sea until the riverbed was dry. 
Then all the people crossed over near the town of 
Jericho. 17 Meanwhile, the priests who were 
carrying the Ark of the Lord’s Covenant stood on 
dry ground in the middle of the riverbed as the 
people passed by. They waited there until the 
whole nation of Israel had crossed the Jordan on 
dry ground.  Joshua 3:14-17 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
4 When all the people had crossed the Jordan, the 
Lord said to Joshua, 2 “Now choose twelve men, 
one from each tribe. 3 Tell them, ‘Take twelve 
stones from the very place where the priests are 
standing in the middle of the Jordan. Carry them 
out and pile them up at the place where you will 
camp tonight.’” 4 So Joshua called together the 
twelve men he had chosen—one from each of the 
tribes of Israel. 5 He told them, “Go into the 
middle of the Jordan, in front of the Ark of the 
Lord your God. Each of you must pick up one 
stone and carry it out on your shoulder—twelve 
stones in all, one for each of the twelve tribes of 
Israel. 6 We will use these stones to build a 
memorial. In the future your children will ask 
you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 7 Then you can 
tell them, ‘They remind us that the Jordan River 
stopped flowing when the Ark of the Lord’s 
Covenant went across.’ These stones will stand as 
a memorial among the people of Israel forever.” 8 
So the men did as Joshua had commanded them. 
They took twelve stones from the middle of the 
Jordan River, one for each tribe, just as the Lord 
had told Joshua. They carried them to the place 
where they camped for the night and constructed 
the memorial there. 9 Joshua also set up another 
pile of twelve stones in the middle of the Jordan, 
at the place where the priests who carried the 
Ark of the Covenant were standing. And they are 
there to this day. 10 The priests who were 
carrying the Ark stood in the middle of the river 
until all of the Lord’s commands that Moses had 
given to Joshua were carried out. Meanwhile, the 
people hurried across the riverbed. 11 And when 
everyone was safely on the other side, the priests 

crossed over with the Ark of the Lord as the 
people watched. 12 The armed warriors from the 
tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of 
Manasseh led the Israelites across the Jordan, 
just as Moses had directed. 13 These armed 
men—about 40,000 strong—were ready for battle, 
and the Lord was with them as they crossed over 
to the plains of Jericho. 14 That day the Lord 
made Joshua a great leader in the eyes of all the 
Israelites, and for the rest of his life they revered 
him as much as they had revered Moses. 15 The 
Lord had said to Joshua, 16 “Command the priests 
carrying the Ark of the Covenant to come up out 
of the riverbed.” 17 So Joshua gave the command. 
18 As soon as the priests carrying the Ark of the 
Lord’s Covenant came up out of the riverbed and 
their feet were on high ground, the water of the 
Jordan returned and overflowed its banks as 
before. 19 The people crossed the Jordan on the 
tenth day of the first month. Then they camped 
at Gilgal, just east of Jericho. 20 It was there at 
Gilgal that Joshua piled up the twelve stones 
taken from the Jordan River. 21 Then Joshua said 
to the Israelites, “In the future your children will 
ask, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 22 Then you 
can tell them, ‘This is where the Israelites 
crossed the Jordan on dry ground.’ 23 For the 
Lord your God dried up the river right before 
your eyes, and he kept it dry until you were all 
across, just as he did at the Red Sea when he 
dried it up until we had all crossed over. 24 He 
did this so all the nations of the earth might 
know that the Lord’s hand is powerful, and so you 
might fear the Lord your God forever.” 
Joshua 4:1-24 

 



This week’s devotion questions are leading questions that drive us toward application of truth in our 
prayer time. Pay particular attention to the underlined “application” aspect of each day’s questions. 
 
Monday, May 18th-Read Joshua 3:14-17. What miracle did God do for the Israelites? Which other miracle 
does this closely resemble? In both instances, what was God doing for the nation of Israel?  
Think back on ways God continually does miraculous things in your life and thank Him for it. 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday, May 19th-Read Joshua 4:1-7. Where were the stones to be placed? Why do you think that was 
the location God commanded? Why do you think God had them set up this memorial for the future? Why 
is it important to set up “memorials” in our lives when God does something in and through us? 
Identify something miraculous that God has done for you and begin placing stones that will continually 
remind you of this when you need the confirmation or reminder. 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday, May 20th-Read Joshua 4:8-13. What were the men ready to engage in when they got to the 
other side? Who had done the miracle of the Jordan River? Who would fight the battles for the Israelites? 
Who does miraculous things in your life? Who fights your battles? 
Take some time to ask God if there are battles that you are fighting that He wants to fight for you. If there 
are, give command of them to Him and see a victory. 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday, May 21st-Joshua 4:14-20. Why do you think Joshua became a great leader in the eyes of the 
Israelites? How and why did that happen? What does this tell you about Joshua’s trust in God considering 
who Joshua succeeded in leadership? 
Spend time thinking about how our trust is proof of your faith in God. Ask God to identify areas where your 
trust in Him could use more refining. 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday, May 22nd-Read Joshua 4:21-24. For which two reasons did God ask Joshua to build the memorial 
of the Jordan River crossing? Why is it important to tell others (especially our children) of all that God has 
done in our lives?  
Tell someone today about something that God has done in your life and give Him all the glory!  
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, May 23rd-Reread Joshua 3 and 4. What is something that jumped out at you even after reading 
this passage this week? Why is it important? What is something new that you learned with God this week 
as you studied Joshua and the importance of memorializing God’s work in our lives? 
Celebrate the victories that God has done in your life today! 


