
 June 2, 2019      Saints Who Act Like It! 

Colossians 1:1-14 
 

Jesus said: “Not everyone who calls me their Lord will get into the king-

dom of heaven. Only the ones who obey my Father in heaven will get in.” 

These are discomforting words – even alarming – to those who 

do not understand the salvation event & process: being made 

holy in identity & learning to act out this holiness in thoughts, 

words and actions doing Papa’s will! If you have any internal 

“twinge” when you hear these words from Jesus, then this 

sermon will draw a very bold line so that you know on which 

side of salvation you stand & therefore, what to do about it! 

 Last week, “chair-faith” helped us understand that it’s not 

the “size” of our faith that matters…it’s the size of our God! But 

we also learned that just saying you have chair-faith doesn’t cut 

it: faith can & must be demonstrated by actions that prove what 

we believe! Thanks to Bryant, who sat down in the chair worthy 

of his faith but wouldn’t sit in the broken chair that couldn’t be 

trusted, we learned this invaluable truth about the relationship 

between faith & action: faith generates actions that prove it! 

 Salvation is the event of trusting Jesus as Savior & Lord 

by which a person is changed at their core identity: converted 

from being a sinner (by nature & actions) to being a Saint (by 

nature & actions). In Greek, the word for Saint is “hagios” or 

“holy one” – a person defined by a new, godlike spirit-nature that 

is proven by his choices/actions conveying God’s will in living –

not perfectly but progressively!  

 As we read Colossians 1:1-14, listen for this dynamic 

connection between conversion & conduct, belief & behavior for 

everyone who is truly saved by faith in Jesus Christ! 
 

 READ: Colossians: 1:1-14 (NLT) 
 

Verses 2, 5-6, 9-10 show what happens when people trust Jesus 

as Supreme Lord & Sufficient Savior: they become Christian 

converts whose decisions/actions convey God’s will in their lives  
2) We are writing to God’s holy people in the city of Colossae, who 

are faithful brothers and sisters in Christ. Why is it necessary for 

Paul to “qualify” the true believers in Colossae by their faithfulness? 

     -Because not all who claim to be saved, Christians or church are! 

May God our Father give you grace and peace 5) which come from 

your confident hope of what God has reserved for you in heaven. 

You have had this expectation ever since you first heard the truth of 

the Good News. 

     -A Christian’s confident hope/expectation is now – @ the future 

 -It’s our inheritance, not heaven, which is the basis of our hope 
 

 6) This same Good News that came to you is going out all over the 

world. It is bearing fruit everywhere by changing lives, just as it 

changed your lives from the day you first heard and understood the 

truth about God’s wonderful grace. 

     -Does Paul have to tell true believers that they are being changed? 

 -No! True Christians know it; but false or pretenders do not! 
 

 9) So we have not stopped praying for you since we first heard about 

you. We ask God to give you complete knowledge of his will and to 

give you spiritual wisdom and understanding.  

     -Can we have complete knowledge of God’s will in wisdom/under? 

 -Yes! Because God’s Spirit indwells us to share His will! 
 

10) Then the way you live will always honor and please the Lord, 

and your lives will produce every kind of good fruit. All the while, 

you will grow as you learn to know God better & better. 

     -Salvation affirmed thru Spiritual fruit & increasing intimacy 

 

I believe Paul intentionally makes a distinction between those 

who call themselves God’s people & those who act like it! Why? 

1) The True Church is comprised only of Converts 

 -Conversion changes your spirit-nature/identity 

 -No longer Sinners; now & forever Saints = holy ones 

2) The True Church acts out conversion in/thru holy conduct 

 -True conversion must & will produce holy actions (fruit) 

  -Our new Holy nature is reflected thru our Soul 

  -This is a process: not perfectly, but progressively 

  -“You must be holy, for I am holy” says God 

3) Saints who don’t act holy are not Saints but pretenders/false 

 -Not all of “God’s people” (OT & NT) are actually His! 

  -Parable of the Wheat & the Tares (Matt 13:24-30) 

This is the reason that we must pursue the understanding of 

meaningful membership among our members: because not all our 

members are truly God’s people! And to continue allowing their 
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definition to go unchallenged is neither helping nor loving them! 

 

INVITATION: Truths to Practice this Week! 

1) Holy Identity leads to Holy Behavior – doing life God’s way? 

2) Absence of Holy Behavior denies Holy Identity – Salvation! 

 

 

MEDITATION: Luke 8:19-21 
19) Then Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see him, but they 

couldn’t get to him because of the crowd. 20) Someone told Jesus, 

“Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, and they want 

to see you.” 21) Jesus replied, “My mother and my brothers are all 

those who hear God’s word and obey it.” 

 Jesus makes a distinction between physical birth and 

spiritual re-birth as He identifies those who are His brothers & 

sisters, God’s true children. He says everyone who hears God’s 

word and obeys it are God’s true children.  

1) Hearing God’s word, the Gospel, generates a new, holy nature 

2) New, holy Nature produces choices & actions that show it  

 The kind of faith in Jesus that saves you, changes you! 

And the internal change of becoming a new creature will show 

itself thru your conduct! Saving faith proves itself in action! No 

action…no faith! 
 

 Sermon in a Sentence: Saints Who Act Like It! 

 

 

Colossians 1:1-14 (NLT) 
 1) This letter is from Paul, chosen by the will of God to be an 

apostle of Christ Jesus, and from our brother Timothy. 

 2) We are writing to God’s holy people in the city of Colossae, 

who are faithful brothers and sisters in Christ. May God our Father 

give you grace and peace.  

 3) We always pray for you, and we give thanks to God, the 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 4) For we have heard of your faith 

in Christ Jesus and your love for all of God’s people, 5) which come 

from your confident hope of what God has reserved for you in 

heaven. You have had this expectation ever since you first heard the 

truth of the Good News. 

 6) This same Good News that came to you is going out all 

over the world. It is bearing fruit everywhere by changing lives, just 

as it changed your lives from the day you first heard and understood 

the truth about God’s wonderful grace. 

 7) You learned about the Good News from Epaphras, our 

beloved co-worker. He is Christ’s faithful servant, and he is helping 

us on your behalf. 8) He has told us about the love for others that the 

Holy Spirit has given you. 

 9) So we have not stopped praying for you since we first 

heard about you. We ask God to give you complete knowledge of his 

will and to give you spiritual wisdom and understanding. 10) Then 

the way you live will always honor and please the Lord, and your 

lives will produce every kind of good fruit. All the while, you will 

grow as you learn to know God better and better. 

 11) We also pray that you will be strengthened with all his 

glorious power so you will have all the endurance and patience you 

need. May you be filled with joy, 12) always thanking the Father. He 

has enabled you to share in the inheritance that belongs to his 

people, who live in the light. 13) For he has rescued us from the 

kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of his 

dear Son, 14) who purchased our freedom and forgave our sins. 

 

 

Matthew 13:24-30 (NLT) 
 Parable of the Wheat and Weeds 

24) Here is another story Jesus told: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a 

farmer who planted good seed in his field. 25) But that night as the 

workers slept, his enemy came and planted weeds among the wheat, 

then slipped away. 26) When the crop began to grow and produce 

grain, the weeds also grew. 27) “The farmer’s workers went to him and 

said, ‘Sir, the field where you planted that good seed is full of weeds! 

Where did they come from?’ 28) “‘An enemy has done this!’ the 

farmer exclaimed. “‘Should we pull out the weeds?’ they asked. 29) 

“‘No,’ he replied, ‘you’ll uproot the wheat if you do. 30) Let both 

grow together until the harvest. Then I will tell the harvesters to sort 

out the weeds, tie them into bundles, and burn them, and to put the 

wheat in the barn.’” 
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