
Nov 5, 2017  

         HOSEA 9 & 10 
 

Sermon is a drama with 3 scenes: 

 Worship in Meditation: Scene 1 

 Worship with Children: Scene 2 

 Sermon: Scene 3 

 

1) Andy builds an altar to God  

(Inspired by the OT account of Israel’s crossing of the Jordan 

river, Andy decides to build a similar altar as a visual reminder  

(monument) because of his salvation in Christ. His idea has 

gigantic potential – both for God’s glory and Andy’s demise!) 

Have you read Joshua 4 – about the miracle at the Jordan 

All Israel crossed over into the P. Land on dry ground? 

 -12 stones from dry riverbed set up on “God’s” side 

  (DL – “Yes, I preached a message about it once!”) 

I’m building a similar monument to God for saving me! 

 (12 stones, uncut, stacked up, etc) 

  “Won’t these be in the way when you cut grass? 

No! This is permanent! I want everyone to know/see! When 

they ask, I can tell them about my salvation story! Want to 

help?” 

  Sure! As long as this well-intentioned altar doesn’t 

  turn out to be a place of sinning, worshiping idols! 

  God’s OT people had problems with altars – right! 

 Hosea 8:11-13: “Israel has built many altars to take 

away sin, but these very altars became places for sinning! 

Even though I gave them all my laws, they act as if those laws 

don’t apply to them. The people of Israel love their rituals of 

sacrifice, but to me their sacrifices are all meaningless.” 

OK! I’ll read Hosea’s book to be safe; but this altar is for God! 

 

2) Andy worships at the altar! 

(Andy is found praying (shopping list) by passing DL. We see 

that the altar has changed much stability in his life; no more 

need for church, fellowship, accountability, collective worship, 

ministry & mission to others! Andy seems to be on His own – and 

not much with God! The change is insipid and makes “worship” 

meaningless) 

  “How’s it going – worshiping God at this altar?” 

Oh, man, it’s great! I’m having the best time talking to God, 

lifting up prayer needs, being quiet with Him and hearing Him 

speak to me about different things in my life. This altar has 

really helped my prayer life! In fact, I even stay home from 

church and just worship Him alone right here! It’s the best! 

  “I bet they miss your fellowship at the church! 

Maybe – but now I don’t have to think very hard or discuss 

those really hard questions in Small Groups or listen to another 

boring sermon!  

  “Do you worship here every day?” 

No, but that’s one of the greatest benefits: I’m not accountable 

to anyone else! I worship when I want and how I want! Every 

day I step on my mat and rub the stone on top!  

  “Why do you do that?” 

Oh – it’s just kind of a superstition! I feel better about the day 

if I do that!  

  “So you come to the altar but don’t worship God?” 

Yeah – but it’s no different than some who go to church! They 

just go to see people, be seen themselves or check it off the list!  

  “Do you get many people asking @ the altar?  

  Have you shared your salvation testimony with a 

  lot of people? Your kids?” 

No – not as much as I thought! Hey – did you notice how much 

this stone looks like a horse-head? I think it must be special! 

Maybe if I put it on top & rub it every day, it will bring me luck! 

   Andy, it sounds like you’re making that horse-head 

  looking stone into an idol! Remember in Hosea  

  what happened when God’s people worshiped idols 

 Hosea 9:1-3 “O people of Israel, do not rejoice as other 

 nations do. For you have been unfaithful to your God, 

 hiring yourselves out like prostitutes, worshiping other 

 gods on every threshing floor. 2) So now your harvests 

 will be too small to feed you. There will be no grapes 

 for making new wine. 3) You may no longer stay here 

 in the  Lord’s land. Instead, you will return to Egypt, 



 and in Assyria you will eat food that is ceremonially 

 unclean.” 
 

No – you don’t understand. I am doing what Hosea 10:12 says: 

 “I said, ‘Plant the good seeds of righteousness, and you 

 will harvest a crop of love. Plow up the hard ground of 

 your hearts, for now is the time to seek the Lord, that 

 He may come and shower righteousness upon you.’” 

In fact, I was thinking of sharing God’s altar and blessing with 

others – letting them rub this special ____-looking stone for 

luck too! I probably wouldn’t charge very much! 

  “Oh, Andy! I’m afraid the only fitting scripture  

  from Hosea for you might be: 

 9:10) “The Lord says, “O Israel, when I first found you, 

 it was like finding fresh grapes in the desert. When I saw 

 your ancestors, it was like seeing the first ripe figs of the 

 season. But then they deserted me for Baal-peor, giving 

 themselves to that shameful idol. Soon they became vile, 

 as vile as the god they worshiped.” 

 

3) Andy tears down the idol-altar! 

(Andy is found praying at the altar – but he is clearly recon-

nected with God! A penitent heart cries out in confession and 

gratitude, and for the strength he needs to “do what must be 

done!”- to destroy the altar he built for God that became an idol) 

  “Is everything alright? You seem upset, friend?” 

Everything is great…now! I didn’t realize that I had made the 

altar I built for God into an idol itself! God helped me see that I 

wasn’t connecting with Him any more when I came here – like 

I did at first. And now, He’s helped me realize that this altar 

kept me from worshiping God and from the people that do! 

  “How wonderful! Isn’t God amazing! He knows 

  everything we’re doing and never seems to tire of 

  setting us back on the right paths to walk with Him 

  and see things His way!” 

Yes! He never runs away from the mess we make, but stays to 

clean it up – just like the members of FBCT did after that great 

Fall Festival! No matter how disappointing I am to myself, God 

just keeps loving me into His righteousness. I just love Him! 

  So – has God told you what to do with this altar? 

Yeah! I’m supposed to tear it down. I know it’s a great idea to 

celebrate my salvation experience and testify to others about it 

– but God says that I am His monument – a walking memorial 

to His great Love! Want to help me tear it down? 

  I’d love to! What else did God tell you in prayer? 

That I need the people at church just as much as they need me! 

We’re all together His body – not individually and separately! 

And when we’re not together, we don’t function as well as we 

should! Maybe the pastor will let me preach the message God 

gave me? 

  I bet he would! Besides, we need a break from him 

  as much as he needs a break from  us! It’s funny  

  how a sincerely good-hearted intention can become 

  a stumbling block in our trust and worship of God! 

  Glad you’re back! 

I am too! You know, I was reading the last chapter in Hosea 

and found out that Israel returns to God, too! Hosea 14:1-7: 

 

1) Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God, for your sins have 

brought you down. 2) Bring your confessions, and return to 

the Lord. Say to Him, “Forgive all our sins and graciously 

receive us, so that we may offer you our praises. 4) The Lord 

says, “Then I will heal you of your faithlessness; my love will 

know no bounds, for my anger will be gone forever. 5) I will 

be to Israel like a refreshing dew from heaven. Israel will 

blossom like the lily; it will send roots deep into the soil like 

the cedars in Lebanon. 6) Its branches will spread out like 

beautiful olive trees, as fragrant as the cedars of Lebanon. 7) 

My people will again live under my shade. They will flourish 

like grain and blossom like grapevines. They will be as 

fragrant as the wines of Lebanon. 

  And who is this true Israel? All those who believe in 

Christ Jesus as Savior and Lord! (Gal 3:29, Rom 2:28-29) 

 

  


