
Sept 29, 2019       The Devil You Know or The God You Don’t 

  Mark 5:1-20 
 

 You already know we’re heading toward mankind’s most 

popular spiritual & eternal choice: to remain in the dead of dark-

ness into which he was physically born rather than come into the 

Light God provides in Jesus Christ thru faith in Him!  

 Jesus said it this way: “God sent His Son into the world 

not to judge the world, but to save the world thru Him. There is 

no judgment against anyone who believes in Him. But anyone 

who does not believe in Him has already been judged for not 

believing in God’s one and only Son. And the judgment is 

based on this fact: God’s Light came into the world but people 

loved the darkness more than the Light for their actions were 

evil. All who do evil hate the Light and refuse to go near it for 

fear their sins will be exposed.”  (John 3:17-20)  
 

 Why do most people throughout history choose to stay in 

darkness & death rather than come to the Light & Life of God? 

     *We All know we’re Sinners! But Accountability scares us! 

 -People know they’re not right or good enough for God 

         So they think hiding keeps them from being found out 

 -People know who God is and that He is perfect & right 

  His Justice demands punishment for wrong-doing 

 -People don’t believe or trust God to love & forgive them! 

  They don’t know God’s mercy & redemption in JC! 
 

This morning in Large Group, Pastor Jeremy gave us an extra-

ordinary biblical connection for the 3 miracles in this chapter: 

 -Demoniac freed = Christ’s power over the enemy, Satan 

 -Woman’s hemorrhage healed – Christ’s power over Sin 

 -Child raised to life – Christ’s power over Death  

Honestly, if you’re still missing our 9:30 groups, you’re missing 

soooooo much! Amazing teaching, deepening relationships, & 

scripture discussions – all of which are life-changing! Try it!  

 As we read Mark 5, I want to marvel that the demoniac’s 

experience physically demonstrates our lives & salvation! Then, 

we’ll see the reaction of the community who reject Jesus to 

choose the devil they know instead of the God they don’t! 

READ: Mark 5:1-20 (NLT) 

   Demoniac tells a dramatic version of our own salvation story! 

1-5) He “lives” separated, lonely, hiding, feared & controlled  

 -Ostracized by community; ridiculed, unwelcome, feared 

 -Living among the dead; carcasses, bones, & stench  

 -Great Strength, pain tolerance, & self-mutilation 

 -A life of self-destruction Satan promotes & masterminds 

  -He never cared @ A & E; he just hates God! 

6-8)– God’s Judgment Will Come – but it’s designed for Evil! 

 -Every knee will bow & tongue confess – even demons! 

 6) Repenting & Believing requires 2 things:  

  -Confessing you’re a sinner & Choosing a Savior! 

   -Knowing & Needing are not enough! 

 7) Devil attempts to prevent people from choosing God 

      “In the name of God”= acknowledge the Sovereign 

  “I beg you” = acknowledge the Power of Christ 

  “don’t torture me!” = leaves judgment to God 

   -Romans 12:19 

9-17) People are THE agents of evil/wickedness in the world 

 -Death of the pigs end the demonic reign of terror in area  

 -People more afraid of the man restored than possessed! 

  -We fear what we don’t understand (Gentiles!) 

  -We routinely call good – bad, & bad – good! 

 -People prefer bondage to freedom: it’s more natural! 

 -God gave humans free will because love requires choice! 

  -Love chooses God in faith & comes into Light - JC 

18-20) Faith in Jesus brings life, restoration, & testimony 

 -Jesus restores the man to God, his family, & faith comm. 

 -He demonstrates new, godly priorities as God’s witness! 
 

This is our story with Jesus! Lost & separated, our need for Love 

& Life conquer our fear of accountability and drive us to respond 

to God’s love displayed in Jesus Christ with faith & trust! 
 

 

Consider These Sanctifying Questions in Your Response: 

1) Have you stepped out of sin’s darkness into God’s Light? 

2) Are you living in an accountable relationship with God? 

3) Is your salvation creating new priorities, including witnessing? 



 

MEDITATION: Genesis 3:8-13 (NLT) 

8) When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man and 

his wife heard the Lord God walking about in the garden. So 

they hid from the Lord God among the trees. 9) Then the Lord 

God called to the man, “Where are you? 10) He replied, “I 

heard you walking in the garden, so I hid. I was afraid because 

I was naked.” 11) “Who told you that you were naked?” the 

Lord God asked. “Have you eaten from the tree whose fruit I 

commanded you not to eat? 12) The man replied, “It was the 

woman you gave me who gave me the fruit, and I ate it.” 13) 

Then the Lord God asked the woman, “What have you done?” 

“The serpent deceived me,” she replied. “That’s why I ate it.” 
 

 Truly, the most traumatic episode in the entire bible left 

Adam & Eve isolated, separated, insecure, antagonistic, afraid, & 

hiding…not just from God, but from each other as well! And 

everyone person in every generation since then has been born 

into sin – the state that perpetuates isolation, separation, and 

insecurity that leaves us hiding from the only true Friend we 

could ever know…God.  

 But why do most people choose to stay in this deathly 

debilitating state? Fear of Accountability! Being accountable for 

misconduct and bad choices frightens people. Being “Found 

Out!” for we are is our greatest fear! So, most people choose 

the Devil they know rather than the God they don’t! 

 

Sermon in a Sentence: 

The Devil You Know or The God You Don’t 

 

 

 

 

 

Romans 12:19 (NLT) 
Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger 

of God. For the Scriptures say, “I will take revenge; I will pay them 

back,” says the LORD. 

 

 

 


