
Sept 22, 19     I’M IN THE STORM; BUT THE STORM’S NOT IN ME! 

Mark 4:38-40 (NLT) 

With the exception of one actual event, Mark 4 is a record of 

Jesus teaching about God’s kingdom thru parables: earthly 

stories with heavenly meanings! Jesus uses 3 parables to describe 

3 significant truths about the kingdom He inaugurates on earth 

thru His lovingly obedient life, death & resurrection. Jesus 

teaches one main truth about God’s kingdom in each parable: 

1) Farmer scattering seed: the Gospel is spread thruout the world 

2) The Lamp: the Gospel IS God’s light to all mankind (Jesus) 

3) Growing Seed: the Gospel produces believers received by God 

       Our tendency is to try to find too much meaning in a parable: 

analogies are limited! For example, in the parable of the Growing 

Seed, we’re tempted to make the farmer represent God but he 

can’t because the parable relates that the farmer doesn’t know 

how the seed grows! Instead, the kingdom truth is that the gospel 

produces believers that are ultimately received by God! 

 Another example of trying to make too much comes from 

the parable of Scattering gospel Seed that falls on differing kinds 

of soil/hearts. No attention at all is given to soil preparation; only 

that the gospel produces a bountiful harvest of more seed only 

when it falls on good soil = a heart that repents & believes. This 

parable’s 1 truth: the gospel produces believers that are fruitful! 

 But why does Jesus teach kingdom truths veiled in 

parables? Why does He only explain them to his disciples? Why 

doesn’t Jesus give everyone the same opportunity to understand?  

I’m so glad you asked! Jesus’ disciples did too! *Mt 13:10-12 

 Because of His mercy! Jesus knows that most people in 

the crowds of His day (& in the population of ours) will reject 

His gospel of salvation! In His mercy, Jesus prevents greater 

punishment for unbelievers by limiting their understanding of the 

gospel – because a person is not held accountable for what he 

doesn’t understand! (**Rom 1:19-21) Just as there are rewards 

for believers, there are levels of condemnation for unbelievers – 

depending on the amount of understanding they reject about God 

& His salvation. So, when Jesus tells kingdom truths in parables, 

He does not increase the guilt of those who refuse to understand.  

Even in judgment, God shows exceeding mercy! 

 All these parables are taught by Jesus sitting in a boat. At 

the end of the day, Jesus wants to cross the Sea of Galilee to 

enter gentile territory. But during their night crossing of almost 9 

miles, a violent storm kicks up on the sea (which is known for it!) 
 

 READ: Mark 4:38-40 (NLT) 
 

In order to avoid capsizing, the disciples would have aimed the 

bow of their boat into the oncoming wind/waves. Therefore, the 

waves crashed over the bow as the disciples feverishly bailed; 

but Jesus was in the stern, fast asleep! It is a study in reactions: 

the disciples are consumed with fear about sinking & dying in the 

stormy waters. Jesus, on the other hand, is secure in His identity 

& confident in His purpose: therefore, He is unaffected by the 

presence of any danger at all! Same storm, same boat, same sea, 

same risk, same peril…but opposite reactions & experiences! # 

 Wouldn’t you rather be in the back with Jesus? You can 

be – in fact, we’re all meant to be! We see by Jesus’ response to 

their panic that their faith was lacking – or, even better, eclipsed 

by fear! Faith comes from God. Faith is based on knowing the 

identity of Jesus as God & Savior – the very thing Jesus had been 

demonstrating for months thru every miraculous healing & 

remarkable teaching. Faith in Jesus had been given them to know 

Him; but the storm overwhelmed their faith. To put it another 

way: the storm they were in became a storm in them!   

     This is not only the title of this sermon, but its main point as 

well. It’s the greatest line in the song Pastor Jeremy sung, by The 

Afters: “Even though I’m in the storm, the storm is not in me!” 

You and I know that Jesus IS peace in us; but if His Peace eludes 

us, then something has eclipsed our faith – our knowing Him! 

What ever it is, no matter how real it feels, it is not as real as 

Jesus in us, with us, for us! He is our constant in life’s storms; 

and He never changes! There is never any reason that the storm 

we’re in should become a storm in us! Faith won’t permit it! 

 

 Consider These Sanctifying Questions: 

1) Do you believe/know who Jesus really is?  

2) Are you just hearing or really listening to Jesus?  

3) Are you letting life’s storms become storms in you? 



MEDIATION: Proverbs 10:25 (NLT) 
“When the storms of life come, the wicked are whirled away, 

but the godly have an everlasting foundation.” 
 

This OT Proverb of Solomon was the basis of a parable told by 

Jesus…you may recognize it as recorded by Matthew (7:24-27) 
24“Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a 

person who builds a house on solid rock. 25Though the rain comes 

in torrents and the floodwaters rise and the winds beat against that 

house, it won’t collapse because it is built on bedrock. 26But anyone 

who hears my teaching and doesn’t obey it is foolish, like a person 

who builds a house on sand. 27When the rains and floods come and 

the winds beat against that house, it will collapse with a mighty 

crash.” 

 I want to get us thinking about 2 things this morning: 

1) Listening is not the same as hearing!  

 Only listening includes the responsive action of obedience 

 -Those with ears to hear should listen: but most do not! 

2) Storms are unavoidable occurrences in everyone’s life!  

 But the damage they cause can be avoided by faith in JC 

 -Wise people trust Jesus & endure thru every storm! 
 

This morning, as we read Mark 4, we’ll find ourselves in the 

midst of a violent storm in the middle of the Sea of Galilee in a 

tiny boat with 12 frantic, fearful men, desperately bailing water. 

The question we must ask ourselves is: Are we in the storm…or 

is the storm in us?  
 

Sermon in a Sentence: 

I’M IN THE STORM, BUT THE STORM’S NOT IN ME! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Matthew 13:10-12 (NLT) 
10) His disciples came and asked him, “Why do you use parables 

when you talk to the people?” 11) He replied, “You are permitted to 

understand the secrets of the Kingdom of Heaven, but others are 

not. 12) To those who listen to my teaching, more understanding will 

be given, and they will have an abundance of knowledge. But for 

those who are not listening, even what little understanding they have 

will be taken away from them.  

 

**Romans 1:19-21,28,31 (NLT) 

“…people know the truth about God because He has made it 

obvious to them. Through everything God made, they can 

clearly see His invisible qualities – His eternal power and 

divine nature. So they have no excuse for not knowing God. 

Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship Him as God… 

Since they thought it foolish to acknowledge God, He 

abandoned them to their foolish thinking and…they refuse to 

understand.” 

  

 

TEXT: Mark 4:35-41 (NLT) 

35) As evening came, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let’s cross to the 

other side of the lake.” 36) So they took Jesus in the boat and started 

out, leaving the crowds behind (although other boats followed). 37) 

But soon a fierce storm came up. High waves were breaking into the 

boat, and it began to fill with water. 38) Jesus was sleeping at the 

back of the boat with his head on a cushion. The disciples woke him 

up, shouting, “Teacher, don’t you care that we’re going to drown?” 

39) When Jesus woke up, he rebuked the wind and said to the 

waves, “Silence! Be still!” Suddenly the wind stopped, and there was 

a great calm. 40) Then he asked them, “Why are you afraid? Do you 

still have no faith?” 41) The disciples were absolutely terrified. 

“Who is this man?” they asked each other. “Even the wind and 

waves obey him!” 

 

# - if you asked the disciples, “How was the trip?” they’d say, “It 

was awful – we almost died!” But if you asked Jesus the same 

question, He’d say, “Great! It was so peaceful I fell asleep!” 
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