
Sept 15, 2019  Curious, Careful, & Comprehensive! 

     Mark 3 

Today, Mark traces Jesus’ activities near Capernaum on the north 

west shore of the Sea of Galilee. Jesus makes a curious statement 

about needing a boat to avoid being crushed by the crowds. He 

sternly commands demons not to reveal His identity to avoid any 

association with them. And some time later, Jesus teaches that 

anyone who blasphemes the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven – 

it is a comprehensive sin of eternal consequences!  

 This morning, I want to take a brief look into each of these 

episodes so we can glean more about the nature of Jesus, our God 

who became a man to reconcile mankind back to God forever.  
 

I) Curious: Mark 3:9 – “Jesus instructed his disciples to have a 

boat ready so the crowd would not crush him.”  

 Huge crowds of people are now attending Jesus. They 

come from all over – some Jews as far as Idumea (100 mi south). 

Gentiles, too, are among those who travel great distances (60 mi). 

They’re all more than casually curious (wouldn’t walk that far); 

they want to see miracles, hear His teaching, ponder His Messiah 

claims, but mostly…receive physical healing of any/all ailments!  

 We know the danger & destruction of incited crowds: and 

it seems that the sick posed the greatest threat to Jesus since He 
“had healed many people that day, so all the sick people eagerly 

pushed forward to touch him” (to touch even His garment like the 

woman with a 12-year bleeding condition recorded in Mark 5!)  

 What’s curious is that, on 2 later occasions, when Relig-

ious Leaders wanted to kill Jesus (stone Him, throw Him off a 

cliff), He became either invisible or intangible, simply passing 

thru their midst! Why was Jesus “safe” in some circumstances, 

but not in all? I do not know! But I am certain of this: Jesus was 

both human enough to be hurt & killed, yet divine enough to 

finish His earthly mission to be the Savior for all mankind! 
 

II) Careful: Mark 3:11-12 – “…whenever those possessed by 

evil spirits caught sight of Him, the spirits would throw them to 

the ground…shrieking, “You are the Son of God!” 

 Jesus needed to disassociate Himself from the testimonies 

of demons for at least 2 reasons: 1) They are His enemies & liars, 

and 2) Their testimony heightened people’s interest in physical 

healings, not spiritual reconciliation to God! Paul shows us this 

same intense reaction to a demonic testimony in Acts 16:16-21!  

There can be no connection or association between Christ and 

Satan, or demons, or idols – 2Cor 6:14-16 (NLT) 
 

III) Comprehensive: Mark 3:28-30 – “…anyone who 

blasphemes the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven…” 

 Jesus makes this statement because the Religious leaders 

accused Him that Satan’s power was the source of the miracles 

He performed! But it was the Holy Spirit at work! All 3 synoptic 

gospels include this significant episode (Mt 12:22-30, Lk 12:10).  

 The comprehensiveness of the forgiveness God gives to 

repentant sinners is not just for sinfulness itself (flesh-birth spirit-

nature), but for all the individual acts of sin AND the ill-repute 

brought upon the sinner. So, if any man resists that activity of the 

Holy Spirit in convicting of sin and empowering repentance, that 

man remains in his sinful state, unwilling to be forgiven by God!  

 In Gk, this meaning is abundantly clear in the scripture: 

-v28 = “panta te hamartemata = “all the sins (& all kinds of sin)” 

 -“blasphemia” = slanderous remarks that hurt others/God 
 

God is both ready & willing to forgive everything; but people 

must repent or they cannot receive the forgiveness God gives!  

 “forgive”: aphiemi – to send away, to remove from the  

      sinner so that he is free from it utterly/comprehensively 

  -“as far as the east is from the west!” (no end!) 

 -Forgive = Not paresis: “overlooking sin” (OT until JC) 

 -Forgive = passive voice: sins are removed only by God 

 -Forgive = punctiliar future = sins are taken away each 

   time it is necessary to do so! 
 

Consider these Sanctifying Questions: 

1) Are you reveling in God’s comprehensive forgiveness?  

 (or are you still trying to earn it for every sin?) 

2) Are you careful to give glory & credit to the Holy Spirit?  

 (or are you taking credit for His thoughts, words, deeds?) 

3) Are you curious about Jesus, His will & ways for your life? 

 (or are you ignoring Him from morning to night?) 



MEDIATION: Zechariah 9:9 (NLT) 
“Rejoice, O people of Zion! Shout in triumph, O people of 

Jerusalem! Look, your king is coming to you. He is righteous and 

victorious, yet he is humble, riding on a donkey— riding on a 

donkey’s colt.” 

 Some OT prophecies fulfilled by Jesus are just plain… 

CURIOUS! Everyone knows that kings don’t ride on foals or donkeys – 

they ride stallions & steeds: horses that command attention, respect – 

even fear! Enter the King of all kings into His creation…on a colt! 

 Some statements in scripture are very CAREFUL: they alert 

believers to God’s plans and challenge us to be ready – “Look, 

your king is coming to you!” 

 Finally, some truths are entirely COMPREHENSIVE in their 

scope: Our king is “righteous and victorious, yet he is humble!” 

Unlike any earthly king, Jesus comes as a servant of all, riding on 

a beast of burden that is still innocent of any worldly work!  

 This morning, Mark gives an account of Jesus ministry 

efforts that fall into each one of these categories: Curious, 

Careful, & Comprehensive! 
 

      Sermon in a Sentence: Curious, Careful, & Comprehensive 

 

 

 

Acts 16:16-21(NLT) 
16) One day as we were going down to the place of prayer, we met a 

slave girl who had a spirit that enabled her to tell the future. She 

earned a lot of money for her masters by telling fortunes. 17) She 

followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These men are servants 

of the Most High God, and they have come to tell you how to be 

saved.” 18) This went on day after day until Paul got so exasperated 

that he turned and said to the demon within her, “I command you in 

the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And instantly it left 

her. 19) Her masters’ hopes of wealth were now shattered, so they 

grabbed Paul and Silas and dragged them before the authorities at 

the marketplace. 

 

 

 

2Cor 6:14-16 (NLT) 

How can righteousness be a partner with wickedness? How can light 

live with darkness? 15What harmony can there be between Christ 

and the devil? How can a believer be a partner with an unbeliever? 

16And what union can there be between God’s temple and idols?  

  For we are the temple of the living God. 

 

 

 

 

Crush – oppressively afflict, intensely restrict 
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