
September 8, 2019  FAITH IN CHRIST 

     Mark 2 
 

Truth #1: Faith Takes Action: Mark 2:1-5 (NLT) 

I love this display of faith because it’s physical & affective! Who 

knew faith could make such a mess? The faith of these friends 

destroyed a perfectly good roof and rain down dirt & debris onto 

the heads of Messiah & His audience, as they listened intently to 

His preaching about God’s kingdom! 

 Mark 2:6-11 (NLT) 

Jesus’ question puts the emphasis on kingdom priorities! Is it 

easier to perform a healing miracle than to become the perfect, 

eternal, sacrifice for sin? Jesus tells us the answer – the Son of 

Man has authority on earth to forgive sins and He proves it by 

healing the paralytic: “Stand up, pick up your mat, & go home!” 

     *Pay attention to situations around you – for God is always      

       working in someone’s life & invites you to act with Him! 
 

Truth #2: Faith Requires Need: Mark 2:13-17 (NLT) 

Christians, and the church we compose, often EARN a bad 

reputation by our responses to evil & wickedness in the world.  

 -“It was meant to happen!” NO! Sin, not God, is the prob 

We forget that sinners need a Savior just as sick people need a 

doctor! And we all were once counted among them both! 

 I haven’t been to a doctor in 33 years. Do you know why? 

Because…I haven’t needed one!  But I keep my appointments 

with Jesus everyday! Why? Because I need Him! He heals my 

intentions & transforms my thoughts; He prescribes medicine for 

my sin-sickness, and He Himself is the remedy for the scrapes I 

receive and afflict on others. I lean into Him constantly because I 

know my needs are great and that I cannot depend on myself to 

fix, change anyone, or solve any problematic situations. 

 *People don’t need a Savior until they know the penalty of sin! 

 (Can you imagine trusting Jesus to save you from sin but 

 not trusting Him to lead you into a life of blessing now!)  
 

Truth #3: Faith Transforms Believers: Mark 2:18-22 (NLT)  

Fasting was a Jewish way to display grief, sadness, & humilia- 

tion – especially for sin & disobedience. But Jesus changes all of  

that for believers! In 2 illustrations, Jesus explains the transform- 

ation that occurs to every believer as a result of NT salvation: 

 1) An unshrunk patch applied to an old garment, and 

 2) Unfermented wine poured into old wine skins 

I believe the unshrunk patch identifies the new covenant (NT) 

inaugurated by Jesus’ life, death & resurrection: the NC is not a 

“patch” to be applied to the old covenant (OT) because it tears it 

apart (it was insufficient & needed replacement)! The new wine, 

representing the Holy Spirit, must be poured into vessels of the 

New Covenant – vessels having been made new creations thru 

conversion by rebirth, regeneration & spiritual reawakening! 
*Faith in Christ transforms us into new creatures thru conversion 
 

Truth #4: Faith Finds Rest: Mark 2:27-28 (NLT) 

 Throughout my 26 years of pastoring, I have often been 

asked, “What should NT Christians do to honor the Sabbath?” 

Shouldn’t we avoid work (or causing others to work) on the 

Sabbath (hotels, restaurants, shops, etc)? We have to remember 

that originally, God created the Sabbath day to provide US the 

rest, renewal & worship He knew we would need after 6 days of 

working in a weary, sin-worn world.  

 But when Jesus came, He fulfilled every aspect of the OT, 

thus concluding it all! The Law no longer applies to us because 

we are set right with God permanently by the free gift of Christ’s 

righteousness! Now, we can rest from all our vain pursuits to 

create self-righteousness equal with God’s. Why? Because 

Christ’s righteousness completely solves our sin problem once & 

for all! Therefore, Jesus IS Lord of the Sabbath: in Him we have 

eternal rest from all efforts to earn God’s love & acceptance!  

    Certainly, we need to avail this rest on more than just Sundays: 

and in Jesus, we have this perfect rest all the time. We rest in the 

assurance that He is enough for us & makes us enough for God! 

 *Jesus is our rest in God’s eternal approval!  
 

 

CONSIDER THESE SANCTIFYING QUESTIONS: 

1) Will you begin looking for the evidence of God’s work? 

2) When you find it, will you drop everything to join Him in it? 

3) Will you rest in Christ’s righteousness as you walk w/ God? 



MEDITATION: Hebrews 11:6 (NLT) 
 

 “For without faith, it is impossible to please God!” 

Faith is a critical concept in a spiritual relationship with God! 

Faith connects us to God because faith is the conviction of 

things not seen…invisible things like God Himself! But 

remember, this invisible God became visible as a man in Jesus!  

 Faith is the only way to lay hold of all of God’s promises. 

Faith trusts Him for all things in all circumstances. Faith is THE 

WAY we DO LIFE with God on earth here & now! 

 Paul says, “Now we have faith, hope, and love; but the 

greatest of these is LOVE.” There will come a time when we 

won’t need faith or hope: at the Recreation – when we reside 

with God in the new heaven & earth, when we see Him as He is!  

   But for now, let your love for God compel your faith in Him. 
 

 Sermon in a Sentence: Faith in Christ 

 

COMMUNION: 

 Instructions: for all born-again believers, not just members 

  -Distribute or Come Forward (solo, family, friends) 

  -Wait to participate together; or take individually 

  -dispose of cup in pew back or receptacles 

 I’ll begin a prayer time – you finish it & when ready!  

 

 

 Mark 2 (NLT) 
 

Jesus Heals a Paralyzed Man 

1When Jesus returned to Capernaum several days later, the news 

spread quickly that he was back home. 2Soon the house where he 

was staying was so packed with visitors that there was no more 

room, even outside the door. While he was preaching God’s 

word to them, 3four men arrived carrying a paralyzed man on a 

mat. 4They couldn’t bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, so 

they dug a hole through the roof above his head. Then they 

lowered the man on his mat, right down in front of 

Jesus. 5Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “My 

child (of faith), your sins are forgiven.” 

 6But some of the teachers of religious law who were 

sitting there thought to themselves, 7“What is he saying? This is 

blasphemy! Only God can forgive sins!” 8Jesus knew 

immediately what they were thinking, so he asked them, “Why 

do you question this in your hearts? 9Is it easier to say to the 

paralyzed man ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or ‘Stand up, pick up 

your mat, and walk’? 10So I will prove to you that the Son of 

Man has the authority on earth to forgive sins.” Then Jesus 

turned to the paralyzed man and said, 11“Stand up, pick up your 

mat, and go home!” 
 

Jesus Calls Levi (Matthew in GK) 

13Then Jesus went out to the lakeshore again and taught the 

crowds that were coming to him. 14As he walked along, he saw 

Levi (Heb) son of Alphaeus sitting at his tax collector’s 

booth. “Follow me and be my disciple,” Jesus said to him. So 

Levi got up and followed him. 

15Later, Levi invited Jesus and his disciples to his home as 

dinner guests, along with many tax collectors and other 

disreputable sinners. (There were many people of this kind 

among Jesus’ followers.) 16But when the teachers of religious 

law who were Pharisees saw him eating with tax collectors and 

other sinners, they asked his disciples, “Why does he eat with 

such scum?” 17When Jesus heard this, he told them, “Healthy 

people don’t need a doctor—sick people do. I have come to call 

not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they 

are sinners.” 
 

A Discussion about Fasting 

18Once when John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting, 

some people came to Jesus and asked, “Why don’t your disciples 

fast like John’s disciples and the Pharisees do?” 19Jesus 

replied, “Do wedding guests fast while celebrating with the 

groom? Of course not. They can’t fast while the groom is with 

them. 20But someday the groom will be taken away from them, 

and then they will fast. 

 21“Besides, who would patch old clothing with new 

cloth? For the new patch would shrink and rip away from the old 

cloth, leaving an even bigger tear than before. 22“And no one 
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puts new wine into old wineskins. For the wine would burst the 

wineskins, and the wine and the skins would both be lost. New 

wine calls for new wineskins.” 
 

A Discussion about the Sabbath 

27Then Jesus said to them, “The Sabbath was made to meet the 

needs of people, and not people to meet the requirements of the 

Sabbath. 28So the Son of Man is Lord, even over the Sabbath!” 
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