
October 6, 2019 The Compassions of Christ 

Mark 6 
 

Just as salvation requires deliverance “out of” sin, it also involves 

deliverance “into” God’s kingdom! You cannot have one without 

the other! In a similar way, the compassion of Christ involves 

both prevention from Judgment & provision for our daily needs. 

His compassion always includes both prevention & provision! 

 Today, we’ll take a closer look at the compassion Christ 

felt for the crowds of people that gathered to Him everywhere He 

went. He truly sees them all, and is willing to deal with the needs 

they have – from spiritual salvation to physical healing to feeding 

them when they’re hungry! 

 In Mark 6, Jesus is involved in preventing greater punish-

ment for those who don’t believe in Him and providing greater 

provision because He is the Messiah God promised to send. As 

always, you’ll need your bibles to read along in Mark 6: 

1-6) Jesus Prevents Greater Punishment 

30-38) Jesus Promotes Greater Provision  

 

 READ: Mark 6:1-6  “Prevents Greater Punishment” 

2-3) Notice the remarkable diversity in response! 

 -Initial reaction is amazement at His wisdom & power 

 -Immediately they’re offended & refuse to believe in Him 

Why? Why do people prove the adage, “A prophet…” each time? 

 -Offense comes from unhealthy self-comparison 

  -None of them were as wise or powerful! 

 -Offense relies on the belief that you are right! 

  -But they were wrong @ thinking they knew Him! 

 -Offense embitters us against others in self-justification 

 -Insecurity is root of Offense: best defense = good offense 

5-6) Their unbelief brings 2 results: 

     1-He marveled at the unbelief (stubbornness to accept)  

     2-Jesus couldn’t do many miracles among them 

 -dynamis = “power thru God’s ability” (dynamite!) 

 -Jesus didn’t have the power to do many miracles 

  because the Spirit wasn’t providing it! 

 WHY? Because the people did not believe in Him 

*God did not exert His miracle-working power among them  

because of His mercy: accountability for greater knowledge of 

God would have made them liable to greater punishment! 

      -Matthew 11:20-24 (NLT) 
 

ILLUS: Your parents give you rules to keep you safe & on track. 

They always expect you to follow them but sometimes, parents 

may only think they’ve told you the rule: maybe they meant to – 

but forgot. “I didn’t know!” is a response parents sometimes 

hear from children when they break rules; and when this is true, 

your parents don’t punishment you for disobeying. They don’t 

hold you accountable for breaking rules you don’t know! 
 

 READ: Mark 6:30-38  “Provides Greater Provision” 

31) Jesus encourages “alone time” for recovery in ministry! 

 -It’s more than OK to schedule some alone time – it’s 

 necessary! So says Lord of the Sabbath who gives rest! 
 

The disciples found 5 loaves & 2 fish. It was enough in God’s 

hands to feed more than 12,000 people! But not only did Christ’s 

compassion feed them all – He fed them until they were full! 

“They all ate as much as they wanted, and afterward, the 

disciples picked up 12 baskets of leftover bread & fish!” 

 God has never been a meager Provider! This is a truth that 

you and I may not be holding on to today! Even when His OT 

people refused to follow Him into the Land He promised to give 

them (by running out the nations living in that land before 

them!), their clothes and shoes never wore out during their 40 

years of wilderness wandering! (You and I read this as if it were 

being said of us going on vacation! They had no suitcases: the 

clothes they wore eating the Passover meal were the only clothes 

they had! This was nothing less than a miracle - & all indications 

might be that their shoes/clothes grew with them as they grew!) 

Wouldn’t that be just like our Jesus! 

    When God provides, He does it with generous abundance! 
 

Consider these Sanctifying Questions: 

1) Are you easily offended, or do you root for others to do well? 

2) Are you settling for what you can get or God’s provision? 

3) Are you following God’s rule, or living out your own? 



 Mark 6:1-6 (NLT) 
1) Jesus left that part of the country (Capernaum?) and returned with 

his disciples to Nazareth, his hometown (@ 20 mi, still in Galilee 

region). 2) The next Sabbath he began teaching in the synagogue, and 

many who heard him were amazed. They asked, “Where did he get all 

this wisdom and the power to perform such miracles?” 3) Then they 

scoffed, “He’s just a carpenter, the son of Mary and the brother of 

James, Joseph, Judas, and Simon. And his sisters live right here among 

us.” They were deeply offended and refused to believe in him. 4) Then 

Jesus told them, “A prophet is honored everywhere except in his own 

hometown and among his relatives and his own family.” 5) And 

because of their unbelief, he couldn’t do any miracles among them 

except to place his hands on a few sick people and heal them. 6) And 

he was amazed at their unbelief. 

 

 Mark 6:30-38 (NLT) 
30) The apostles returned to Jesus from their ministry tour and told 

him all they had done and taught. 31) Then Jesus said, “Let’s go off by 

ourselves to a quiet place and rest awhile.” He said this because there 

were so many people coming and going that Jesus and his apostles 

didn’t even have time to eat. 32) So they left by boat for a quiet place, 

where they could be alone. 33) But many people recognized them and 

saw them leaving, and people from many towns ran ahead along the 

shore and got there ahead of them. 34) Jesus saw the huge crowd as he 

stepped from the boat, and he had compassion on them because they 

were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many 

things. 35) Late in the afternoon his disciples came to him and said, 

“This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. 36) Send the 

crowds away so they can go to the nearby farms and villages and buy 

something to eat.” 37) But Jesus said, “You feed them.” “With what?” 

they asked. “We’d have to work for months to earn enough money to 

buy food for all these people!” 38) “How much bread do you have?” 

he asked. “Go and find out.” 

 41) Jesus took the five loaves and two fish, looked up toward 

heaven, and blessed them. Then, breaking the loaves into pieces, he 

kept giving the bread to the disciples so they could distribute it to the 

people. He also divided the fish for everyone to share. 42) They all ate 

as much as they wanted, 43) and afterward, the disciples picked up 

twelve baskets of leftover bread and fish. 44) A total of 5,000 men and 

their families were fed 

Matthew 11:20-24 
 Judgment for the Unbelievers 
 20) Then Jesus began to denounce the towns where he 
had done so many of his miracles, because they hadn’t 
repented of their sins and turned to God. 21) “What sorrow 
awaits you, Korazin and Bethsaida! For if the miracles I did in 
you had been done in wicked Tyre and Sidon, their people 
would have repented of their sins long ago, clothing themselves 
in burlap and throwing ashes on their heads to show their 
remorse. 22) I tell you, Tyre and Sidon will be better off on 
judgment day than you. 
 23) “And you people of Capernaum, will you be honored 
in heaven? No, you will go down to the place of the dead. For if 
the miracles I did for you had been done in wicked Sodom, it 
would still be here today. 24) I tell you, even Sodom will be 
better off on judgment day than you.” 
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