
Nov 3, 2019   PERFECT ! ? 

Mark 10:17-27  

Pastor Jeremy has already taught us about the qualities of those 

who receive the kingdom of God: we must be “like” children! 

     Children are innocent of the world’s ways, unaffected by the 

insecurities that compel us to hide, justify our wrong behaviors, 

exaggerate our achievements, & flaunt our successes. Children 

admit they need help, appreciate good things they don’t deserve, 

& accept love because of who they are, not because they earn it!  

 But Sin won’t let any of us stay like children for long! Sin 

is a self-fulfilling presence: by it, our hearts, minds & wills are 

depraved and incapable of escape. Sin’s tangled confusion 

dissuades us from being honest with ourselves and keeps us 

deluded, thinking we’ll do it right next time, or that we’re not as 

bad as others, or that a loving God simply must overlook our 

faults because, after all, “nobody’s perfect!”  

 But God is! And He’s not going to overlook anyone’s 

unrighteousness! In order to enter into His Perfect presence, you 

must be perfect, too! But how is that even possible for any of us? 

Perfect Righteousness (or Rightness) with God must be obtained 

to enter into His eternal kingdom, & there are only 2 approaches 

to gaining this kind of Rightness with God:  

 1) Earn it by your own perfect efforts & performance 

 2) Receive it as a gift from Jesus (Who already earned it!) 
 

As you can imagine, these 2 approaches are mutually exclusive: 

either you earn it OR you receive it – never both! No one can 

successfully mix earning & receiving… But MOST people try! 

*Unbelievers = Got to be good enough & then hope for leniency  

*Believers = Receive salvation as gift & then work to be worthy 
 

Paul contrasts these 2 approaches in his letter to the Philippians. 

READ: Phil 3:3-9 (and faith can only receive: it cannot earn!) 
 

Mark chapter 10 is filled with examples of human unrighteous-

ness: Divorce (1-10), self-exaltation (17-27), betrayal and 

crucifixion of Christ (32-34), & Egotistical leaders flaunting their 

authority (35-45). Unrighteousness is the condition that forces 

everyone to choose an approach to God: Should we try to earn it 

ourselves or simply receive it from Jesus as His free gift?  
 

 READ: Mark 10:17-27 (NLT) 

17-18) Jesus maybe asking, “Do you recognize Me as God?” 

 -“Only God is truly good!” So, man cannot be/do “good”! 

 -Only God in us can be/do God-good (when we allow it!) 

*The real question is: How often do we allow Him to do Good?  
 

Why the commandments? They force us to choose an approach! 

 -Perfect attitudes & actions of God’s goodness/rightness 

 -10 C’s = the mark of the OT! Jesus is Still under them! 

 -Commandments 6,7,8,9,10 & 5; 1-4 are left out! Why? 

      -Because 5-10 are impossible without 1-4!  
 

19-20) “I’ve obeyed all these since I was young” (Oh, Please!) 

 -Doing “your best” is never on par with God’s Rightness! 

 -Only Jesus could feel compassion for such a misguided, 

  self-deceiving and dishonest fool! 

 -“Sell your possessions & Give the money to the poor!” 

  -Do one thing that isn’t ultimately serving yourself! 
 

21-22) Man felt sad; instantly, he knew which he valued most!  
 

23) “How hard it is for a rich person to enter the Kingdom!” 

*What makes it so hard for people of worldly wealth to enter the 

kingdom of God? Do the rich have to give up more… or do they 

just have more to give up?  

 -Everyone, rich or poor, must give up his earthly life to  

  receive the divine, new, eternal life of Christ! 

8:35) “Try to hang on to your earthly life, & you will lose it!” 
 

24-27) “…it’s very hard for those who trust in riches to enter” 

 -Trust in, gain security from, earn status, value, notoriety 

       -All ideas the world propagates to keep us out of K.! 

 -“Easier for a camel to pass thru the eye of a needle!” 

       -Impossible is the idea/understanding Jesus conveys! 

  -You may have heard @ “Eye of Needle” gate Jeru 

   -but if a camel could struggle thru, then the 

   hyperbole is lost: the point is that it’s not 

   just difficult, it’s impossible without God!!! 



And, "If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become of 

the ungodly and the sinner?"             1Peter 4:18 (NIV) 
 

 

How can a person be saved? He/she must become like a little 

child – wide-eyed, expecting good, innocent of the “world’s 

ways,” believing he is loved simply because he’s told so…and 

Not accountable for his sin because he has received the gift of 

Righteousness from Christ! We have become children of God! 
 

 

 

Think about it: Do you have “child-like” faith?  

     Not doubting, but accepting your need for love, help, & good 

things – not because you deserve it, but because God promised it!  

Phil 3:3-9 (NLT) 
 3) …we rely on what Christ Jesus has done for us. We put no 

confidence in human effort, 4) though I could have confidence in my 

own effort if anyone could…5) I was circumcised when I was eight 

days old. I am a pure-blooded citizen of Israel and a member of the 

tribe of Benjamin—a real Hebrew if there ever was one! I was a 

member of the Pharisees, who demand the strictest obedience to the 

Jewish law. 6) I was so zealous that I harshly persecuted the church. 

And as for righteousness, I obeyed the law without fault. 

 7) I once thought these things were valuable, but now I 

consider them worthless because of what Christ has done. 9) I no 

longer count on my own righteousness through obeying the law; 

rather, I become righteous through faith in Christ. For God’s way of 

making us right with himself depends on faith (and faith can only 

receive, it cannot earn!). 
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