
May 19, 2019   JESUS: The End of the Beginning 
 

We’re at the end of Daniel’s story about God’s rescues & visions 

of the events of the 500 years leading up to Christ’s first coming. 

I’ve had a good time reading about our Rescuer who is always on 

time…though never early, never interested in the easy way, nor 

the way we expect! It was God who gave Daniel/his compatriots 

favor and health during their kosher, vegan diet; God who 

explained the King’s dreams & their meanings; God who partied 

with Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego in the fiery furnace; God 

who brought king Neb to his knees and to faith; God who wrote 

on the palace wall; God who shut the mouths of hungry lions so 

Daniel could get some sleep; & God who gave Daniel the visions 

of all that would transpire historically up to the time of Christ’s 

coming. So let’s finish the final chapter of God’s story w/ Daniel. 
 

 READ: Daniel 12 (NLT) 

12:1) Michael’s arising seems tied to either the rescue of “Jewish 

 believers” or the unparalleled persecution against Israel 

  -2Thes 2:6-8 

2) Perhaps the clearest reference to the resurrection of the dead 

 found in the entire OT! But is this the last day resurrec-

 tion, or that which happened during Christ’s death?  

  -Matthew 27:50-53  

     *The reason for this question deals with the rest of content! 

 6) How long until these shocking events are over?  

  -refers to the time the daily sacrifices are stopped 

 7) “a time, times & half – shattering of the holy people” 

  -Dan 7:25 – a period of suffering for God’s people 

 10) The blessing of persecution among the saints! 

 11-12) 2 events of Temple desecration: 165BC & 70AD 

3) A boldness among true Jews who share faith in perilous times  

4) Often this instruction to keep prophecy closed until proven 

5-7) The Pre-incarnate Christ identifies this period: 

 -“when the power of the holy people is shattered” 

 -“when the suffering of the holy people is finished” 

 -“when the scattering/dispersion of holy people is done 

 -“when the persecution of God’s people ends” 
-“when the power of the one who shatters the holy people is exhausted  

8-10) The result for the church/believers under persecution is GOOD! 

11-12) These specified “days” do not match 8:14 & 26 

  -No error in scripture; error in our understanding of it 

13) Daniel, like all true believers of Old & New Covenants, will 

 rise again to receive the inheritance of eternal life w/ God 
 

 At first glance, we might expect that Christ’s explanation 

to Daniel about his vision deals with things of the end times in 

our future…and perhaps it does. But I find greater evidence 

within this writing & the entire biblical story of a different under-

standing: that the events in Daniel 12 may actually all refer to the 

time of Christ’s death & resurrection – just as the 3 other visions 

of chapters 7, 8, & 9 do! And for that reason, I’ve titled this 

sermon: The End of the Beginning 

 By “the end of the beginning” I mean that the entire Old 

Testament events, promises, & prophecies all point to God’s 

Messiah, Jesus the Christ. He is effectually the fulfillment & end 

of the OT: He fulfills all types of leaders, all models of offerings, 

all versions of divine rescue, & all the abundance of God’s 

blessings. He is the intention & the meaning of the first covenant, 

& the satisfaction of the Law of Moses that characterizes the OT! 

 Christ stands as the central, preeminent figure in God’s 

written record – right smack dab in the middle between the 2 

Testaments, unifying the 2 covenants. Because this is true, the 

apocalyptic visions contained in the OT anticipate Jesus as their 

glorious end: not the end-time judgment & recreation, but the 

end of Israel’s time of waiting for God’s promised Messiah!  

 On the other hand, all prophecy and apocalypses in the 

New Testament (like Thes & Rev) anticipates the ultimate end of 

days when God will judge all mankind & recreate the heavens & 

earth for all those whose names are written in the Book of Life. 

But in order to get there, to be a part of the resurrection to eternal 

life with God, you must go thru Christ as the Way, Truth, & Life! 

 

INVITATION: Truths to Practice this Week! 

1) Christ is the center of everything: Is He the center of your life? 

2) Christ is the Rescuer: Are counting on Him to rescue you? 

3) Christ is the End of the Law: Is He your Righteousness? 



MEDITATION: Romans 10:4 - Assorted 
 

New International Version 

Christ is the culmination of the law so that there may be righteousness 

for everyone who believes. 

     *Culmination: highest or climactic point attained after a long time 

 

Contemporary English Version 

But Christ makes the Law no longer necessary for those who become 

acceptable to God by faith. 

     *Necessary: required to be achieved for acceptance with God 

 

Good News Translation 

For Christ has brought the Law to an end, so that everyone who 

believes is put right with God.  

     *End: the point of termination – not reconciled by Law by  

  being/doing perfect, but by faith/trusting in Christ 

 

GOD'S WORD® Translation 

Christ is the fulfillment of Moses' Teachings so that everyone who has 

faith may receive God's approval. 

     *Fulfillment: a relationship with a perfect God requires  

 perfection: Jesus IS that perfection for those who believe!  

 

Jesus is the principle, central, & pre-eminent figure of God’s one 

story with two parts recorded as the bible. He is present from the 

beginning to the end; He stands in the middle of the Old & New 

Testaments; He unifies the First & Second Covenants; He is the 

End of the Beginning, and the Beginning of the End! 
 

 Sermon in Sentence: Jesus – the End of the Beginning! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

2Thes 2:1-6 (NLT) 
1Now, dear brothers and sisters, let us clarify some things about the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and how we will be gathered to 

meet him. 2Don’t be so easily shaken or alarmed by those who say 

that the day of the Lord has already begun…3Don’t be fooled by 

what they say. For that day will not come until there is a great 

rebellion against God and the man of lawlessness is revealed—the 

one who brings destruction...6And you know what is holding him 

back, for he can be revealed only when his time comes. 

 

 

Matthew 27: (NLT) 
50) Then Jesus shouted out again, and he released his spirit. 51) At 

that moment the curtain in the sanctuary of the Temple was torn in 

two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, rocks split apart, 52) and 

tombs opened. The bodies of many godly men and women who had 

died were raised from the dead. 53) They left the cemetery after 

Jesus’ resurrection, went into the holy city of Jerusalem, and 

appeared to many people. 

 

 

 

 

 

"Why, then, did God give them free will? Because free 
will, though it makes evil possible, is also the only thing 
that makes possible any love or goodness or joy worth 
having." 
#CSLewis 
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