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       Daniel 11 
 

Apocalypses means “to reveal.” This genre of writing reveals 

truth about the future – not just to know it – but for the purpose of 

comforting & encouraging His people in the present. Therefore, 

Daniel’s visions of Israel’s future – or at least Judah’s future – 

always demonstrate the omniscience of God and His comfort!  

 In Daniel 11, God’s knowledge is displayed in remarkable 

detail and without the symbolism, fantastical beasts, or cryptic 

codes that normally accompany apocalypses genre. As you might 

imagine, the greater the detail of future events, the greater the 

demonstration of God’s sovereign foreknowledge as these events 

come to pass. But it’s also true that the greater the detail, the 

greater the comfort for those who suffer under the cruelty, 

injustice & tyranny of foreign, pagan kings and kingdoms.   

 So, this morning, we’ll take a brief survey of the detail 

provided in the vision given to Daniel (chapters 10–12) as inter-

preted by the pre-incarnate Jesus to determine how such detail 

might have comforted the OT people of God during Daniel’s 

days. Surely, this vision helped them to realize that God had not 

forsaken them in their exile, that He was completely aware of 

their suffering, & that His purpose for them would be restoration! 

Remember that their unfaithfulness put them in Babylon! So, as 

God called them back to Himself in faithfulness, He uses suffer-

ing to purify their faith and commitment to Him & His ways. 

  As we read Daniel 11, please notice that the details 

concern the same kingdoms & time period of earlier visions in 

chapters 7, 8, & 9. These visions recycle the same time frame, 

taking us from Daniel’s day up to the time of Messiah and the 

final destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem in 70 AD.  
 

 READ: Daniel 11:1-4; 20-24; 31-32 

1-4) Persian rule succumbs to Alexander & the rulers of Gk Ks.! 
 

20-24) Details @ King’s character, personalities, issues & events 
 

31-32,36) Not only King’s accomplishments, but idiosyncrasies! 
 

Now, what kind of comfort and meaning in suffering might God’s  

people have received thru these prophecies?  

1) If God knows the future, then He knows the present, too! 

 -After all, the present was the future yesterday! 

 -If God knows the big picture, then He knows the details! 

2) God’s promised rescue points beyond physical & material  

 -God will rescue is people to be with Him eternally 

3) Believers are purified, cleansed & refined by these trials 

 -Godly character in life is more valuable than comfort! 

 

As I mentioned in the Meditation, most believers want – even 

expect God – to eliminate hardships & struggles. But God’s work 

of salvation & transformation isn’t about changing our environ-

ment; it’s about changing us! Changing our character, our 

perspectives, our desires, & our expectations of entitlement, ease 

& comfort here/now! We’re promised an eternity of comfort; but 

we only have today (maybe tomorrow) for character-building! 

 Finally, I told you last week that I was most intrigued by 

the Spirit-realm battle revealed in chapter 10. Daniel’s 4 visions 

recycle the progressive kingdoms of the 500-year period between 

Daniel & Christ’s first coming. This chapter gives us the greatest 

details about the kings of those kingdoms & their earthly actions. 

But chapter 10 gives us a glimpse behind the curtain into the 

spiritual battle ongoing between good & evil, angels & demons, 

and God & Satan. This is a battle about which I know very little, 

even with 2 remarkable, personal & terrifying experiences! 

 ILLUS – experience with Legion(?)   

I am glad for the reminder that there is an ongoing, unseen battle 

in the spirit-realm that affects us and things on earth. None of the 

warfare in either realm challenges the power of our God; but it 

does challenge us & our thinking about how things happen here. 

There is an army of supporters rooting us on to do life with God 

His way; but there’s a dark army wanting us to fail, to distrust, & 

to settle. Think about that next time you’re at life’s crossroads! 

 

INVITATION: Truths to Practice this Week! 

1) Are you asking God to make you comfortable or godly? 

2) Are you asking God for insights into the spirit-realm battle? 

3) Are you growing in receptivity & willingness with God? 



 

MEDITATION: 2Corinthians 1:3-5 (NLT) 
God is our merciful Father and the source of all comfort. 4) He 

comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others. When 

they are troubled, we will be able to give them the same comfort God 

has given us. 5) For the more we suffer for Christ, the more God will 

shower us with his comfort through Christ. 

 

 God comforts us “in the midst of all our troubles & as we 

suffer for Christ.” You & I want God to eliminate our struggles 

and suffering; but God has purpose in them – and part of that 

purpose is to help us recalibrate what comfort means in this evil 

world! Comfort does not mean ease or convenience; neither does 

Peace mean absence of conflict, chaos or strife! Rather, as we 

suffer by living in this ungodly world that is NOT our home, we 

are pressed to the Lord by need, pain, & injustice to find Him & 

His words to be our comfort in the midst of struggles.  

  Father knows all…& He knows best! 

 

 Sermon in a sentence: The Omniscient One! 

 

 

 

 

http://biblehub.com/2_corinthians/1-4.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_corinthians/1-5.htm

