
Mar 31, 2019     Appearing, He Accomplished Everything! 

   Daniel 9 

There is much to learn from Daniel’s beautiful prayer – a 

pouring out of humility and anguish over sin. For me, the aspect 

of Daniel’s appeal that’s most illuminating is his confession: his 

agreeing that God is right to punish Israel’s sin as He said He 

would and for the length of time He identified a thousand years 

earlier to Moses! Though Israel’s disobedience and faithless-

ness is the focus, it’s Daniel’s profession that God is right to 

allow His people to be exiled because of their rebellion against 

Him as predicted and admitted in verses like: 4-8 & 11-14.  

 And then Daniel pleads that God have mercy on His 

people for God’s own sake (not theirs!) (17-19). Daniel wasn’t 

trying to outwit God or trick Him to turning away His wrath; 

rather, Daniel actually wants God to honor/glorify Himself; to 

please Himself by restoring Jerusalem, the temple, & worship!  

 This prayer doesn’t actually qualify as apocalyptic in 

nature – though it’s in the middle of a section of apocalyptic 

writing (from 7-12). This prayer can be read and understood 

literally; Daniel’s heart breaks for God’s misery over a nation 

who refused & rejected Him as their God and King! But, 

apparently, Daniel’s prayer is an emotional, spiritual response 

elicited by a “vision” he has regarding the ruined state of 

Jerusalem & the Temple (v.23). That’s why Gabriel comes to 

answer Daniel’s question (paraphrased), “How long will your 

city & temple lie in ruins, & your people not be able to worship 

you properly with sacrifices and offerings?” The prophetic 

response that uses symbolic, numeric sequences sends us right 

back into apocalypses genre!  
 

 READ: Daniel 9:21-27 

24) 70 sets of 7 decreed (by God) as the period required to: 

 1) Finish Israel’s unfaithful rebellion 

 2) Put an end to their sin 

 3) Atone for their guilt 

 4) Bring in everlasting righteousness 

 5) Confirm the prophetic vision (of Daniel) 

 6) Anoint the Most Holy One 
 

*7 & 70 are the significant symbols here, not the actual time 

period (it is difficult to work out mathematically/historically) 

 -7 = number of completion  

 -70 = 2 numbers of completion: 7 x 10 = perfect spiritual 

 order carried out with all power. This perfect divine order 

 comes after the necessary judgment of man-made conditions 

  -Completes God’s judgment for Israel’s sin (v.2) 
 

25) 7 sets 7 + 62 sets 7 = 69 sets 7 + 1 set 7 after Jesus killed 

 -From command to rebuild Jerusalem ‘til Jesus comes 

 -Jerusalem/Temple rebuilt by the time Messiah arrives 

 -The period specified has a beginning & end; past for us 

  -Might identify in history based on details 
 

26) After the 62 sets of 7 (2nd portion?), Messiah will be killed 

 -It appeared that Jesus accomplished nothing! 

 -A ruler arose to destroy Jerusalem & the Temple 

  -Romans destroyed Temple for last time in 70 AD 

  -Dome of the Rock, Islamic mosque, built 691 
 

 

You and I must remember that reality is NOT as it appears! It 

appeared that Jesus accomplished nothing: but this was never 

true! In His coming – His life, death & resurrection – Jesus 

accomplished everything that God had ever promised about Life 

for mankind: an open invitation to join Him in a love relation-

ship forever! What “everything” did Christ accomplish? 

1) The only solution to the problem of Sin (penal., power, pres.) 

2) The only solution to the problem of judgment & death  

3) The only solution to the problem of man’s unbelief 

4) The only solution to the problem of man’s unrighteousness 

5) The only solution to the problem of disunion with God 

6) The only solution to the problem of purposeless living 

7) The only solution to the problem of no eternal life with God 

 (7 solutions – God’s number of completeness!) 
 

 

INVITATION: Truths to practice this week! 

1) Do you cry over your sin or over Christ’s Righteousness? 

2) Do you dream about escaping judgment or being with Jesus? 

3) Do you try to be good enough for God’s love or live in it? 



MEDITATION: Genesis 3:15 (NLT) 
15) And I will cause hostility between you and the woman, and 

between your offspring and her offspring. He will strike your head, 

and you will strike his heel.”    

   

 The Protoevange’lium – “the first glimmer of the gospel,  

           the first promise of Messiah!”  

 

This is God’s first mention of His ultimate resolution to the 

problem of man’s sin…Jesus! God, born a man to reverse the 

curse of Adam’s fall & to return humanity to a relationship of 

blessing with God. Christ not only demonstrated the life God 

intended for every human being, but provided the only way out 

of sin and back to God thru His perfect, loving obedience all the 

days of His life. As Jesus said of Himself “I am the way, the 

truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except thru Me!” 

Everything God promised to mankind…Christ accomplished! 

 

Sermon in a Sentence:  

Appearing, He Accomplished Everything! 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The problem of sin is solved in Christ: His righteousness is the 

basis for our relationship with God; His faithfulness is the 

character of our relationship with God; His sacrifice cleansed us 

from the penalty of sin AND removed from us the power of sin 

which He replaced by the power of His own Spirit. Do I still 

sin? Yes – I did not conquer sin…Jesus did! And when I live by 

His lead, doing life His way according to His will, He conquers 

it in/thru me still today! 

 Do I lament like Daniel about my sin? No – because in 

Jesus I have been made holy (and since Christ’s cross, so is 

Daniel!) But my prayerful conversation with God simply must 

identify the difference between the covenants that regulate our 

relationship with God: and that difference is being made a new 

creation in the image of God – something Daniel never 

experienced in his earthly life! My prayers are filled with 

confident expectation of all that Jesus has accomplished for me 

and wants me to discover with Him. He already knows I won’t 

follow Him perfectly; by my sin no longer creates a barrier 

between me and God – for He has overcome it all in Jesus! 

 What I can relate to is Daniel’s confession that God has a 

right to treat me as His child, His vessel, His body and His 

people. God wants the best life for me now and later; but that 

best life is lived by His power, His truth and His standards…not 

mine. Will it look great to everyone on earth? No; it won’t look 

like worldly success; but it will be filled to overflowing with 

Love, Peace, Righteousness, Joy, Patience, Goodness, Faithful-

ness, Gentleness & self-control as I experience His life as mine!  
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