
June 30, 2019 PHYSICAL MODELS; SPIRITUAL TRUTHS 

    Colossians 2:11-15 
 

Some Christians ask, “Why do we still need the Old Testament? 

It’s been replaced by the New Testament!” It’s a very reasonable 

question! What does the OT still provide Christians? A basis for 

understanding the NT…physical models of spiritual truths! 

The OT is full of physical, visible examples that help explain 

spiritual, invisible realities: 10 C. Stone tablets explain God’s 

holy character; the tabernacle shows us God dwelling among His 

people; & animal sacrifices show the gruesome penalty of sin!  

 On the other hand, the NT spiritual truths instituted by 

Christ cannot be seen; yet, they are understood by looking back 

to the OT first expressions of these ultimate truths. For example: 

1) Salvation: saved out of a life of slavery into a life of freedom 

      Egypt = sin; Christ = freedom to become what God intended 

2) Resurrection: Christ died a physical life to be raised to E. Life 

     Body = temporal, natural life; Resurrection body = E. life 

3) New Creation: We become new creations by rebirth thru faith 

     Saints = new spiritual creations; God will recreate new earth 
 

In five short verses written to the church in Colossae, Paul refers 

to several more glorious, physical models of spiritual truths: 

Circumcision – cutting away the natural for the divine;  

Baptism – moving thru physical death to enter into divine life; 

Atonement – cancelling all charges of our sin and disarming 

Satan by absolving the basis/truth of accusations against us!  

 I want Jeremy to come to discuss the meanings of these 3 

models and reveal all the benefits believers receive but cannot 

see or easily comprehend! I don’t want any of us to miss the 

strong connections between O/N Testaments, 1st & 2nd Covenants. 
 

 READ: Colossians 2:11-15 (NLT) 

11 & 13) Circumcision – cutting away dependency on flesh/self  

 -Gen 17:9-14: physical mark of God’s promise: father of nations 

-Sign/mark at the place where physical life originates 

-Why application for men? Originators of physical life 

-God’s promise on display; faith = circum.; not vice-versa 

-Isaac created ex nihilo as the son of promise/great nation 

 -Abe, at 99, past child-producing years 

 -Sarah, at 90, barren womb all her life 

 -God miraculously creates Isaac by His power 

     -NT Spiritual circumcision = a different point of origination

  -Heart circumcision: cut away sinful nature & self-depen. 

     -Center of identity & belief; lived out thru soul/body 

     -Is there a visible Mark of spiritual circumcision?    

     -Yes! Transformation: displayed in new way of living 

 -HS dwelling gives God’s power for obedience 

 -2Cor 5:17,18 - ex nihilo - new original creature 
 

12-13) Baptism - entering into new life with God as His people 

     -Is John’s baptism the only example in OT? Other Baptisms? 

     -OT models: Noah’s flood; Jonah’s whale; Red Sea/Jordan 

 -Red Sea (Ex 14) - obedience eliminates Jordan xing 

 -Disobedience = judgment & death in 40 yr wandering 

 -Next point of entry (must be miraculous) - Jordan river 

     -NT Spiritual baptism = moving thru death in to life w/ God 

 -Rom 6 – entering into the life “of” God thru death 

 -Abundant, miraculous, supernatural by God’s will & way 
 

14-15) Atonement - Forgiveness + Righteousness with God 

     -Atonement (Gen. 3) God covers A/E by death of an animal 

  -Atonement = being “at one” with God  “At-one-ment  

 -Levitical laws: sin’s guilt transferred to innocent animals 

  -OT version only covered sin…until Christ’s sacrif  

     -NT = Jesus, “Lamb slain before the foundation of the world” 

 -Christ’s cross-work atones for our Sin/sins once for all! 

  -Christ removes our sin & cancels record of them 

  -Debt paid in full; No condemnation; God’s friends 

 -To whom is this debt for sin paid: God or Satan?  

 -Satan, accuser of brethren, does not hold ownership title  

-No “smell” of lingering sin (a phrase from Dan) 
 

New Creation is what God is accomplishing from beginning to 

end – start to finish! Each of the realities Paul points to (Circum-

cision, Baptism, & Atonement, exhibit some meaningful aspect 

of New Creation which God completes by His promise & power! 

We experience new creation by faith (trust/confidence) in Christ 



thru conversion of identity in heart, thru sanctification of soul 

(mind, will & emotions), & thru glorification of new bodies.  
  
 Truths to Practice This Week: 

1) Have you experienced new creation by conversion? 

2) Are you experiencing new creation by transformation? 

3) Do you anticipate new creation by glorification? 

 

MEDITATION: Numbers 21:4-9 (NLT) 
 4) Then the people of Israel set out from Mount Hor, taking 

the road to the Red Sea to go around the land of Edom. But the 

people grew impatient with the long journey, 5) and they began to 

speak against God and Moses. “Why have you brought us out of 

Egypt to die here in the wilderness?” they complained. “There is 

nothing to eat here and nothing to drink. And we hate this horrible 

manna!” 
 6) So the LORD sent poisonous snakes among the people, 

and many were bitten and died. 7) Then the people came to Moses 

and cried out, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and 

against you. Pray that the LORD will take away the snakes.” So 

Moses prayed for the people. 

 8) Then the LORD told him, “Make a replica of a poisonous 

snake and attach it to a pole. All who are bitten will live if they 

simply look at it!” 9) So Moses made a snake out of bronze and 

attached it to a pole. Then anyone who was bitten by a snake could 

look at the bronze snake and be healed! 

 Jesus draws a direct line from Moses’s bronze snake on a 

pole to His own crucifixion on the cross: As Moses lifted up the 

bronze snake on a pole in the wilderness, so the Son of Man 
must be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in him will have 

eternal life. Looking at the bronze snake saved all those who had 

been bitten; but looking to Jesus saves all who those have been 

born – into sin, death & eternal separation from God.  

 This is just one of many connections God demonstrates 

between the physical, visible models of the first covenant (OT) 

and the spiritual, unseen models of the final covenant (NT)! 
 

     Sermon in a Sentence: Physical Models, Spiritual Truths 
 

Colossians 2:11-15 (NLT) 

11) When you came to Christ, you were “circumcised,” but not by a 

physical procedure. Christ performed a spiritual circumcision—the 

cutting away of your sinful nature. 12) For you were buried with 

Christ when you were baptized. And with him you were raised to new 

life because you trusted the mighty power of God, who raised Christ 

from the dead. 

13) You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful 

nature was not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, 

for he forgave all our sins. 14) He canceled the record of the charges 

against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. 15) In this way, 

he disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them 

publicly by his victory over them on the cross. 
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