
 June 16, 2019      HOLY, BLAMELESS, & PERFECT 

              Colossians 1:21-23 
 

 

I’ve titled this message Holy, Blameless, & Perfect because that’s 

what Paul says Christ made every Believer thru faith in Him. 

Our job this morning: reckon this truth to be so for ourselves! 

 But in order to do that, we first must consider the fact that 

these words Holy, Blameless, & Perfect all refer to two different 

arenas: 1) Identity, & 2) Behavior. The reason I start here is 

because so often we hear these characteristics and apply them to 

the wrong arena…behavior – instead of identity.  

 Does God want our behavior to be holy, blameless and 

perfect? Of course He does! Living consistently from inside out 

– from identity to behavior – produces confidence & joy that not 

only demonstrates, but perpetuates our faith. On the other hand, 

“The most miserable creatures on the face of the earth are Saints 

who act like Sinners!” Why? Because it’s no longer who we are”  

 But when God says: “Be Holy, for I am Holy” He refers 

to our identity. Why? Because it’s impossible to act holy until we 

are re-created to be holy creatures in Christ! Our regeneration in 

Christ produces holiness, blamelessness & perfection in the 

identity arena first & foremost, not behavioral. Behaviors can 

only change when identity does! You must reckon it so for you! 
 

 READ: Colossians 1:21-23 (NLT) 
 

21) Enemies, separated from God by the fruits of sinful identity 

22) We’re reconciled to God: relationally – friends from enemies 

 -Brought into God’s holy presence w/out a single fault 

  -How else could anyone stand in God’s presence? 

23) Stand firmly in the belief of your new metamorphic identity 

 -Metamorphosis: caterpillar to butterfly; Sinner to Saint! 

 -Don’t drift from the assurance you received from Jesus! 

 -The kind of faith that saves you, changes you (everyone) 

 

HOW CAN WE RECKON THIS TRUTH FOR OURSELVES? 

 “Reckon” = refusing to ignore or underestimate some-

 thing of considerable importance; to take into account and 

 settle with assurance or certainty! 

What keeps us ignoring, underestimating and not being settled 

with certainty that we are remade holy, blameless & perfect in 

Christ? At least 3 issues: 

1) We still sin! Ungodly thoughts & actions keep us from 

 believing that Christ has made us new creations! 

2) We cannot “see” the metamorphic change in our identity! To 

 us, seeing is believing (& not vice-versa)! 

3) We don’t understand We cannot conceive how this is true for 

 us; we have no experience or recollection to shed light 

 

Concentric circle diagram demonstrates our salvation in Christ: 

We are made in God’s image: 3-in-1 on a lesser scale/dimension 

 -Spirit-nature, Soul (mind, will, emotions), & Body 

 -Each aspect of our being is involved in salvation! 
 

1) Eph 2:8,9 - We have been saved (Perfect Part/Pass; action 

 completed in past that has continuing results in present 

 -Spirit-nature (identity) Conversion: from Sinner to Saint 

  -Repentance of sin + faith in Jesus Christ as Savior 

  -Now we are partakers in God’s divine nature! 
 

2) 1Cor 1:18 – We are being saved (Present Part/Pass: a 

 continuous or repeated action every time it’s now  

 -Soul (mind, will, emotions) learning to reflect new nature 
 

3) 1Cor 3:15 – We will be saved (Future Indic/Pass: a simple 

 action that takes place in the future 

 -Body – the perishable will be replaced with imperishable 

 

v.23) Command: “Do not drift away from this truth!” There is 

no way any of us can stand firm in a truth that we haven’t 

reckoned, that isn’t ours, & that we don’t truly believe!  

 ILLUS. We must secure our understanding of salvation to 

the mooring of this truth as a boat is moored to a dock! Other-

wise, we will drift away, carried by the current of culture! 

 

INVITATION: Truths to Practice this Week! 

1) Spirit, not experience, is THE best Teacher! 

2) Our minds, choices & emotions are learning to reflect Truth! 



MEDITATION: Leviticus 16:29-34 (CEV) 
29) On the tenth day of the seventh month of each year, you must go 

without eating to show sorrow for your sins, and no one, including 

foreigners who live among you, is allowed to work. 30) This is the 

day on which the sacrifice for the forgiveness of your sins will be 

made in My presence, 31) and from now on, it must be celebrated 

each year. Go without eating and make this a day of complete rest 

just like the Sabbath. 32) The high priest must offer the sacrifices for 

cleansing from sin, while wearing the sacred linen clothes. 33) He 

will offer these sacrifices for the most holy place, the sacred tent, the 

bronze altar, all the priests, and for the whole community. 34) You 

must celebrate this day each year—it is the Great Day of Forgive-

ness for all the sins of the people of Israel. Moses did exactly as 

the LORD had commanded. 
 

 And so, every sin committed by God’s people in the OT 

required a prescribed sacrifice of blood offering from an innocent 

animal. But to be certain that NO sin escaped atonement, once a 

year, the high priest entered into the Holy Place to offer the blood 

of a bull for himself and the blood of a goat for the people. Then, 

a scapegoat was led out into the wilderness & released, never to 

return to camp again. Every year…every sin accounted & atoned 

for by the appropriate sacrifice!  

 But these OT believers never received the absolution that 

you/I have until Christ’s once for all-time, all-sin, all-people 

sacrifice on the cross: not just the absolute forgiveness of all sin, 

but the freedom from Sin’s power & the permanent righteousness 

to enter the presence of a holy God. All of this was earned by 

Jesus’ perfect submission & loving obedience. In Christ every 

believer of every century is made Holy, Blameless, and Perfect! 

 

 Sermon in a Sentence: Holy, Blameless, & Perfect 

 

 

Ephesians 2:8,9 (NLT) 
8God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take 

credit for this; it is a gift from God. 9Salvation is not a reward for 

the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. 

 

1Corinthians 1:18 (NLT) 
18The message of the cross is foolish to those who are headed for 

destruction! But we who are being saved know it is the very power of 

God. 

1Corinthians 3:15 (NLT 
15But if the work is burned up, the builder will suffer great loss. The 

builder will be saved, but like someone barely escaping through a 

wall of flames. 
 

Colossians 1:21-29 (NLT) 

21) This includes you who were once far away from God. You were 

His enemies, separated from Him by your evil thoughts and actions. 

(the actions that demonstrate your unchanged, sinful nature!) 22) Yet 

now He has reconciled you to Himself through the death of Christ in 

His physical body. As a result, He has brought you into His own 

presence, and you are holy and blameless as you stand before Him 

without a single fault. (How else could we stand in the presence of a 

holy, faultless God?) 

23) But you must continue to believe this truth and stand firmly in it. 

Don’t drift away from the assurance you received when you heard 

the Good News. (I may want to camp here: the kind of faith that saves 

you, changes you – metamorphosis! What if a person doesn’t continue 

it the assurance received when you first trusted Christ and sensed your 

acceptance in Him? 2 possibilities: 1) the Christian life is a video: we 

cannot take a snap shot and expect to have an accurate picture, or 2) 

No salvation! The 3) possibility is not consistent with scripture: you 

lost your salvation! The Good News has been preached all over the 

world, & I, Paul, have been appointed as God’s servant to proclaim it  

24) I am glad when I suffer for you in my body, for I am participat-

ing in the sufferings of Christ that continue for His body, the 

church. (the trials, coliseum, & killings of Christians in first century)  

25) God has given me the responsibility of serving His church by 

proclaiming His entire message to you. 26) This message was kept 

secret for centuries and generations past, but now it has been 

revealed to God’s people. 27) For God wanted them to know that the 

riches and glory of Christ are for you Gentiles, too. And this is the 

secret: Christ lives in you. This gives you assurance of sharing His 

glory. (because you now already share His Spirit, His life & His 

inheritance! 

28) So we tell others about Christ, warning everyone and teaching 

everyone with all the wisdom God has given us. (Why warning? 

http://biblehub.com/ephesians/2-8.htm
http://biblehub.com/ephesians/2-9.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/1-18.htm
http://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/3-15.htm


Because some are not true believers) We want to present them to God, 

perfect in their relationship to Christ. 29) That’s why I work and 

struggle so hard, depending on Christ’s mighty power that works 

within me.” 


