
July 29, 2018      Faith Justifies & Sanctifies!  

                 Galatians 3:1-14 

Galatians chapter 3 is really the heart of Paul’s letter and the 

central them of the Gospel! But it also deals with the greatest 

misconceptions/misunderstandings of scripture & the Christian 

life. So, when we tackle the truths of chapter 3, we’re more than 

wading in the kiddy pool; we’re diving into the depths of Grace! 

 Paul discusses the relationships between Faith & Works, 

Spirit & Self, Life & Law, & establishes unity between the OT 

& NT! He covers a lot of ground and sets the record straight; 

and we are well-served to check back in to Gal 3 from time to 

time to rectify our worldly thinking & simplify our beliefs! 
 

 READ: Galatians 3:1-14 (LB) Paraphrase from Eng. 
 

2) “Let me ask you this one question: Did you receive the Holy 

Spirit by trying to keep the Jewish law? Of course not, for the 

Holy Spirit came upon you only after you heard about Christ 

and trusted Him to save you.”  

 2 Points of Clarification: 

     1) Receiving the HS is the practical evidence of salvation 

     2) Jewish law refers to 10 C’s & the 503 other regulations 

Remember, if you choose to live by the law (self-effort to keep 

God’s perfect standards), you must keep the whole law. Any 

infraction of any one of the 613 laws at any time means failure 

in all. There are no “Do Over’s!” When you fail, you’re judged 
(John 3:18); “No one can be justified by the works of the Law!” 
 

*Truth 1: Relationship between Faith & Works = Opposites! 

 -Faith in Christ allows Him to produce good works in us 

 -Trying to do good works for God will not produce faith! 

     ILLUS: Dallas Willard: Faith is opposed to works (earning),    

     but it is not opposed to action. In fact, real faith/trusting  

     shows itself thru actions in keeping with it! Abe – “Go…” 
 

3) “Then have you gone completely crazy? For if trying to obey 

the Jewish laws never gave you spiritual life in the first place, 

why do you think that trying to obey them now (that you’re 

saved) will make you stronger (better) Christians?  

      2 Points of Clarification: 

     1) You receive spiritual life from the HS, who lives IT in us! 

     2) Becoming a better/stronger Christian = trusting, not trying 
 

*Truth 2: Relationship between Spirit & Self-effort = Opposite

 -Spiritual Life is IN the HS; He’s in charge of our growth 

 -All that’s needed for Salvation = also for Sanctification 

   ILLUS:  There’s a difference between training to do some- 

   thing & trying to do it: there’s no need to try to be like Christ;  

   but there’s great benefit in training to be like Him! Training is   

   growing to expect Spirit will use you to accomplish God’s will 
 

5) I ask you again, does God give you the power of the Holy 

Spirit and work miracles among you as a result of your trying 

to obey the Jewish laws? No, of course not. It is because you 

believe in Christ and fully trust Him. 6) Abraham had the same 

experience – God declared him fit for heaven only because he 

believed God’s promises. 7) You can see from this that the real 

children of Abraham are all those of faith who truly trust in God  

 2 Points of Clarification: 

     1) No part of salvation (Justif. OR Sanctif.) depends on you! 

     2) Every part of your “being saved” is God’s gift IN Jesus! 
 

*Truth 3: Relationship between Life & Law = Opposites! 

 -Spirit brings Life; Law brings death! (Rom 8:2: 1Cor 3) 

 -Spirit gives Life & keeps us IN Life-giving relationship 
 

10) Yes, and those who depend on the Jewish laws to save them 

are under God’s curse, for the Scriptures point out very clearly, 

“Cursed is everyone who at anytime breaks a single one of 

these laws that are written in God’s Book of the Law.”  

11) Consequently, it is clear that no one can ever win God’s 

favor (be saved or sanctified) by trying to keep the Jewish laws, 

because God has said that faith (trusting/believing) is the only 

way we can be right with Him. 12) How different from this way 

of faith is the way of law that says that a man is saved by 

obeying every law of God, without one slip. 13) But Christ has 

bought us out from under the doom of that impossible system 

by taking the curse for our wrong-doing upon Himself. For it is 

written in the Scripture, “Anyone who is hanged on a tree is 

cursed” (as Jesus was hung upon a wooden cross). 14) Now 



God can bless the Gentiles, too, with this same blessing He 

promised to Abraham; and all of us as Christians can have the 

promised Holy Spirit through this faith. 
 

You may be asking yourself, “So, why was the OT Law given 

by God if it’s not useful for Christians? See you next week for 

Galatians 3:15-29! In the meantime, we need to utilize 

Galatians chapter 3 to keep us on track with God…by trusting 

Him to do His work in/thru us by His Spirit rather than by our 

own attempts to earn His blessing! God’s OT Law is fulfilled in 

Christ & put away by the NT in His blood for all who believe! 

YOU’RE INVITED TO RESPOND PERSONALLY: 

1) Returning to the Law (OT) says Jesus is NOT enough! 

2) Returning to the Law (OT) says Spirit NEEDS your help! 

3) Returning to the Law (OT) says God CANNOT save me! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP IN MEDITATION: Habakkuk 2:4 (LB) 

4) “Note this: Wicked men trust themselves alone, and fail; 

but the righteous man trusts in Me, and lives!”  
 

 Through out human history, only faith – trusting God 

alone – has connected man to God to receive His eternal 

promises! But, because every single human is born into the 

sinful nature of Adam’s fall, our most common trait has been 

the attempt to earn, by our own goodness/behavior, these bless-

ings only available from God as a gift! It didn’t work for the 

Israelites in the OT or the Pharisees in the NT; and it won’t 

work for you or me today! 

 It’s like celebrating someone’s birthday by giving him a 

gift, but he asks, “What can I do to earn this gift from you?” 

Or worse yet, “I guess you had to bring a gift! I know I’ve 

earned it by being your friend!” That’s unthinkable!  

 The NT agrees with the OT that a right relationship with 

God cannot be earned by any amount of human goodness or 

effort; it only comes as a gift from Him by trusting Christ.  
 

 Romans 1:17 – For the gospel reveals the righteousness 

of God that comes by faith from start to finish (from justifica-

tion thru sanctification all the way to glorification), just as it is 

written: "The righteous man trusts in Me, and lives!" 
 

Sermon in a Sentence: Faith Justifies & Sanctifies! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opening Quote from Dallas Willard, theologian: 

 In past generations, the Gospel has been presented as 

“the minimum requirement to get into Heaven WHEN you die.” 

But actually, the real Gospel is “everything that is promised to 

get into Heaven BEFORE you die!”  The Kingdom is now; the 

Holy Spirit is FOR now; Following Jesus to live the abundant 

life on earth is ONLY possible now!  

 Jesus wants us to make the transition from life on our 

own to living the life that He Himself is living in His Kingdom. 

Salvation is participating in the life Jesus is now living on earth! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


