
July 15, 2018     KEEP TRUSTING; STOP TRYING!  
 

Perhaps this sermon should be titled, “Give me liberty, or give 

me death!” Why? Because Christians are saved to liberty in 

Christ, but so often trade it for death by God’s law! Legalism – 

any attempt to gain God’s favor by your own goodness – is so 

common among Christians that we don’t even detect its 

cancerous, vial effects! Never performing well enough; never 

relaxing in God’s presence; never believing/receiving His love!  

   John 8:30-32, 36 – Legalism shackles us to our performance! 
 

 READ: Galatians 2:1-10 

1) 14 years (in Syria & Cilicia) = first missionary journey 

2) God spoke to Paul again (revelation) to submit his gospel to     

     leaders of the mother church in Jerusalem! 

 -Paul stopped his mission (14 years) to returned to Jer. 

 -Paul did not want to be “sharing in vain!” (to no effect) 

     *Reference: Acts 15:1-2,4-11 

3) Church leaders disagreed w/ the Judaizers @ the law/circum. 

4) Judaizers = a sect of Pharisees – “whitewashed tombs!” 

 -pseudadelphoi: pseudo = false & delphoi = brothers  

5) “but we did not yield…” either Paul, B & T or all leaders 

 -Paul “guarded” the true Gospel of Good News for them! 

6) Leaders (apostles before Paul) added nothing to “his” Gospel 

7-9) On the contrary, Paul & “his” Gospel affirmed by leaders 

 -God called Paul as an Apostle to the Gentiles 
 

Here is the message: the Judaizers, Jews who pretended to be 

Christians, deceitfully infiltrated the church to spoil the Gospel 

among believers by forcing the regulations of the OT – “chains 

that neither we nor our forefathers could bear!” Remember: 

if the law could save us, then Christ died needlessly! (2:21) 

 The Jews believed they were God’s people because He 

had given them the Law! (rather than because by faith in Him) 

It became part of their identity – proof that they were exclusive-

ly God’s people! But they didn’t follow the law, nor were they 

convicted by it; they did not allow the law to serve God’s 

purpose: to lead them to Jesus as Savior by faith! 

 So that explains why it’s difficult for Jews to let go of the 

Law! But why is it hard for Christians to release their death 

grip on the Law? Our only interaction with the law proved that 

we were sinners by nature & choices. Christ was the only man 

who could and did fulfill The Law, and by doing so, qualified 

us for a relationship with God thru His perfect performance! 

 Why do we gladly accept salvation by faith in Christ’s 

performance, and then live by the Law (legalism) trying to 

qualify as God’s people by our own inadequate performance, 

goodness or merit?  I’ve done it…& you have too! This is NOT 

the Gospel; NOT what God wants! NOT freedom, but shackles!  

 Joel Testimony? - tell us your story about legalism! 

 Grace Walk quote in Bulletin  
 

All forms of legalism – getting God to bless us based on our 

own performance, goodness or merit – change the Gospel from 

good news of freedom in Christ to bad news of chains to law & 

sin! The true Gospel insists that Jesus has already done all that 

is necessary to receive God’s favor forever! But the false gospel 

of legalism requires us to keep trying to earn God’s favor by 

our own perfect conduct day in & day out! Legalism chains us 

to our performance, not Christ’s, and leaves us constantly 

uncertain about God’s acceptance & even our own salvation!  

 How do we “legalize” our relationship with God? By 

turning joyful ways of relating to Him into joyless duty!  

Bible Study: Reading the bible as a daily assignment to finish 

rather than pursuing a relationship with the Author! “Now that 

I’ve done what you wanted, I get to ask to do what I want!”  

Church attendance: “I went to church today so You need to 

help me get that raise at work I deserve!” 

Ministry participation: “I’m teaching Sunday School for you! 

It takes a lot of time! But you’re pleased b/c I’m doing it you!” 

Stewardship: “I gave to the benevolent fund, so you need to fix 

my car!” 

Prayer: Some create a format by which they feel better about 

asking God for help (because you’ve qualified for it by your 

piety, confession, cleanliness or compassion!) What if you did 

that to someone else in relationship (role play!)  
 



*God’s Law is finished with you (accomplished its purpose) if 

you’re now trusting Jesus to save you, or to finish your trans-

formation, or to teach you His way to live, or to handle the 

problems you face, or to do life with you in you! But when you 

don’t rely on Jesus – when you say to God, “No – I’ve got this!” 

or “I know how to fix that!” then you’re back into legalism and 

relying on your own efforts, knowledge, & puny power! You 

fall from God’s grace back into the chains of human legalism! 
 

INVITATION TO RESPOND PERSONALLY: 

1) Are you receiving God’s love & favor, or trying to earn it? 

2) Are you letting God love you, or getting Him to love you? 

3) The Law is finished with you; are you finished with it? 

  WORSHIP IN MEDITATION: Jeremiah 32:38-40 (NLT) 
38) They will be my people, and I will be their God. 39) And I will 

give them one heart and one purpose: to worship me forever, for 

their own good and for the good of all their descendants. 40) And I 

will make an everlasting covenant with them: I will never stop 

doing good for them. I will put a desire in their hearts to worship 

me, and they will never leave me. 

 Can you imagine if this were true? God giving the people He 

makes His own the same one heart and purpose – to worship Him 

forever. And why would He do that? For our own good, and for the 

good of the generations who come thru us. He will never stop doing 

good for us – and will put a desire in our hearts to worship Him and 

never leave Him – forever! But when? Maybe some day, right? 

 You realize that “that some day is today!” This is what God 

has accomplished in you thru rebirth by His Spirit. You and I – every 

believer – has become a new person thru faith in Jesus Christ, fitted 

for eternal worship, starting now. We’ve been re-made with a desire 

to know and worship God, never to leave Him, the One who will 

never cease doing good for us! So why would we ever rely on anyone 

or anything else…especially ourselves? 
 

 Sermon in a Sentence: Keep Trusting; Stop Trying! 

 

 

Galatians 2:1-10 (NLT) 
 1) Then fourteen years later I went back to Jerusalem again, 

this time with Barnabas; and Titus came along, too. 2) I went there 

because God revealed to me that I should go. While I was there I 

met privately with those considered to be leaders of the church and 

shared with them the message I had been preaching to the Gentiles. 

I wanted to make sure that we were in agreement, for fear that all 

my efforts had been wasted and I was running the race for nothing 

3) And they supported me and did not even demand that my com-

panion Titus be circumcised, though he was a Gentile. 4) Even that 

question came up only because of some so-called Christians there 

—false ones, really—who were secretly brought in. They sneaked 

in to spy on us and take away the freedom we have in Christ Jesus. 

They wanted to enslave us & force us to follow their Jewish regul-

ations. 5) But we refused to give in to them for a single moment. We 

wanted to preserve the truth of the gospel message for you. 

 6) And the leaders of the church had nothing to add to what  

I was preaching. (By the way, their reputation as great leaders 

made no difference to me, for God has no favorites.) 7) Instead, 

they saw that God had given me the responsibility of preaching the 

gospel to the Gentiles, just as he had given Peter the responsibility 

of preaching to the Jews. 8) For the same God who worked through 

Peter as the apostle to the Jews also worked through me as the 

apostle to the Gentiles. 9) In fact, James, Peter, and John, who 

were known as pillars of the church, recognized the gift God had 

given me, and they accepted Barnabas and me as their co-workers. 

They encouraged us to keep preaching to the Gentiles, while they 

continued their work with the Jews. 10) Their only suggestion was 

that we keep on helping the poor, which I have always been eager 

to do. 

 

 

Acts 15 (NLT) 
1) While Paul and Barnabas were at Antioch of Syria, some 

men from Judea arrived and began to teach the believers: “Unless 

you are circumcised as required by the law of Moses, you cannot be 

saved.” 2) Paul and Barnabas disagreed with them, arguing 

vehemently. Finally, the church decided to send Paul and Barnabas 

to Jerusalem, accompanied by some local believers, to talk to the 

apostles and elders @ this question (confirming God’s revelation) 

4) When they arrived in Jerusalem, Barnabas and Paul were 

welcomed by the whole church, including the apostles and elders. 

They reported everything God had done through them. 5) But then 
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some of the believers who belonged to the sect of the Pharisees 

stood up and insisted, “The Gentile converts must be circumcised 

and required to follow the law of Moses.” 

6) So the apostles and elders met together to resolve this 

issue. 7) At the meeting, after a long discussion, Peter stood and 

addressed them as follows: “Brothers, you all know that God chose 

me from among you some time ago to preach to the Gentiles so that 

they could hear the Good News and believe. 8) God knows people’s 

hearts, and he confirmed that he accepts Gentiles by giving them 

the Holy Spirit, just as he did to us. 9) He made no distinction 

between us and them, for he cleansed their hearts through 

faith. 10) So why are you now challenging God by burdening the 

Gentile believers with a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors were 

able to bear? 11) We believe that we are all saved the same way, by 

the undeserved grace of the Lord Jesus.” 

John 8:30-32, 36 (GWT): 30) As Jesus was saying this, many 

people believed in him. 31) So Jesus said to those Jews who 

believed in him, "If you live by what I say, you are truly my 

disciples. 32) You will know the truth, and the truth will set you 

free. 36) So if the Son sets you free, you will be absolutely free.” 

 

  
Romans 8:1,2 (NASB) 1) Therefore, there is now no condemnation 

for those who are in Christ Jesus! 2) For the law of the Spirit of 

Life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and death. 

 

 

 

The Law shows us our need for a Savior by pointing out our sin 

and inability to obey perfectly! Why not let the law go? What 

obligation do you have to the Law? Why not simply live in, with, 

thru & from the Holy Spirit Christ gave you? We can live in the 

freedom for which Christ Jesus died – total acceptance by the 

Father forever based on Christ’s performance, NOT yours? In 

Christ, you are free from the Law of trying to be good enough 

for God! Stay “in” Him; live with Him; depend on Him; don’t 

come out from Him to prove anything on your own – you’ll fail! 
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