
July 11, 2021  EXPECT TO CONNECT! 

    Acts 3:1-16 

 

No doubt you’ve heard the adage: “Give a man a fish, and feed him 

for a day. Teach a man to fish, and feed him for a lifetime.” This adage 

advances the benefit of permanent solutions over temporal ones, & the 

realization that needs are often symptoms of graver problems! People 

need nutrition daily; but more critically, nutrition staves-off a graver 

problem –death! This is a great reminder of the reality that mankind’s 

over-arching need is for spiritual awakening thru salvation in Christ, & 

that eternal friendship with God is the solution to every temporal issue 

& permanent problem! Acts records God’s work thru His people to 

proclaim that Christ is THE solution to every problem we’ll ever face!  

 Pastor Jeremy said it this way in the introduction sermon: the 

overview of Acts is 1:8: “And you shall receive power, when the Holy 

Spirit comes upon you, to be My witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea & 

Samaria, and even to the ends of the earth!” Acts 3 shows us how the 

Spirit’s Promise/Power actually accomplishes this plan thru Believers! 

 

 READ: Acts 3:1-11 (NLT) 

1) Peter and John went to the Temple one afternoon to take part in 

the three o’clock prayer service. 2) As they approached the Temple, a 

man lame from birth was being carried in. Each day he was put 

beside the Temple gate, the one called the Beautiful Gate, so he 

could beg from the people going into the Temple. 3) When he saw 

Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for some money. 

 4) Peter and John looked at him intently, and Peter said, 

“Look at us!” 5) The lame man looked at them eagerly, expecting 

some money. 6) But Peter said, “I don’t have any silver or gold for 

you. But I’ll give you what I have. In the name of Jesus Christ the 

Nazarene, get up and walk!” 

 7) Then Peter took the lame man by the right hand and 

helped him up. And as he did, the man’s feet and ankles were 

instantly healed and strengthened. 8) He jumped up, stood on his 

feet, and began to walk! Then, walking, leaping, and praising God, 

he went into the Temple with them. 

 9) All the people saw him walking and heard him praising 

God. 10) When they realized he was the lame beggar they had seen 

so often at the Beautiful Gate, they were absolutely astounded! 11) 

They all rushed out in amazement to Solomon’s Colonnade, where 

the man was holding tightly to Peter and John. 

I love this story! I relate to the fact that Peter & John had no money to 

give – I generally don’t carry cash either! I love the fact that they saw 

past the “presenting need of the physical realm” (money) to the “real 

need of the spiritual realm” (salvation & healing to work, not beg). But 

most of all, I value their straightforward dealing and faith to believe 

that Jesus, and life in Him, solves ALL problems! 

 For me, this experience is all about anticipating our personal 

involvement in reconciling people back to God thru faith in Christ. 

“Expect to Connect!” is the major theme for us in this passage! 

 

I) As you Go, Expect to Give Jesus (4-6)   Examine several phrases 

     -“look at us!” blep'o = to look (at), perceive or discern. Command! 

         Suggests: "to see something physical with spiritual expectations” 

 -Like getting a shot! Initial pain allows medicine for healing 

  -This Perception compels action – an appropriate response  

 -Shot: close eyes/turn head/grin & bear it – medicine is vital!     

     -“he began to expect/anticipate something” – but not money! 

     -“in the name of” – by Christ’s authority: His power & right to heal  

     -“rise up & walk!”  = to waken, arouse, get up & live. Command! 

       -wake up and start living (real) life (with God!) 

Now that the Power of the Spirit had come, the Apostles, & soon all 

Christians, can continue the mission of Christ offering salvation to all. 

And this salvation in Christ requires people to discover their personal 

need for a Savior because sin separates all people from God’s life! 

 *Triage at the ER: Wounds must be exposed to be treated!  

  -Ignoring a wound allows it to manifest greater harm 

*Dad passed b/c of blood sepsis (from bedsore); poisoned from within 

    Sin, from birth, does the same: it poisons us from inside (nature) 
 

II) As you Give Jesus, Expect People to Receive (7) 

7) And having taken him by the right hand, Peter raised him up. Then 

instantly his feet & ankles were strengthened. (literal Gk translation) 

 -“helped him up” – persuaded by faith to believe for/with him  

 -“Then…instantly his feet/ankles were strengthened” 

*Peter operated in faith, persuaded by the Spirit, believing to lift him 

     -Salvation is a modern-day miracle represented in physical healing! 

 -It’s impossible to help others stand in faith if you’re not!”  
 

     -ILL. We’re eliminating “cultural anesthesia” about need for God! 

 -Culture pursues temporal fixes that never satisfy the soul!  

  -Anesthesia: reduces pain, but cloud/fogs our ability to think! 

        *We must show them their condition clearly, honestly, spiritually  
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     -Uncovering their wound is painful & messy…but necessary 

Unbelievers must understand Sin’s hopeless separation to choose diff! 

 *God thru us gives eternal/spiritual solutions in the physical realm;  

 Those who are ready receive Spirit’s gift of faith to believe! 
 

 

III) As People Receive, Expect Transformation to Impact all (8-10) 

8) Then, walking, leaping, & praising God, he went into the Temple 

with them. 9) All the people saw him walking and heard him praising 

God. 10) When they realized he was the lame beggar they had seen 

so often at the Beautiful Gate, they were absolutely astounded!” 

 The miracle of healing gives physical proof of God’s work and 

Christ’s spiritual kingdom coming to earth! But entering this kingdom 

requires an explanation from us and a decision from others! 

12,13,16) “Peter saw his opportunity and addressed the crowd. 

“People of Israel,” he said, “what is so surprising about this? And 

why stare at us as though we had made this man walk by our own 

power or godliness? For it is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 

– the God of all our ancestors – who has brought glory to His 

servant Jesus by doing this. Through faith in the name of Jesus, this 

man was healed – and you know how crippled he was before. Faith 

in Jesus’ name has healed him before your very eyes.” 

-ILLUS.  Believers are Christ’s “Links” to the world! 

 On a computer, a link automatically facilitates all the steps 

 needed to get from one program window to a completely 

 different one: it effectively eliminates the many required steps!  

     -ie: Want to watch the sermon on line? It’s linked on our Website! 

  -One CLICK and you’re there! 

 

We are the Links that allow people to connect directly with Jesus & 

His salvation, no matter where they are or from where they start! We 

have the Spirit’s power to show Jesus & explain salvation in Him! 
 

 -God gets the glory when we tell His story!  

 

How is God using you to Link others to salvation in Christ? 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 Acts 3:1-16 (NLT) 

 

1) Peter and John went to the Temple one afternoon to take part in 

the three o’clock prayer service. 2) As they approached the Temple, a 

man lame from birth was being carried in. Each day he was put 

beside the Temple gate, the one called the Beautiful Gate, so he 

could beg from the people going into the Temple. 3) When he saw 

Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for some money. 

 4) Peter and John looked at him intently, and Peter said, 

“Look at us!” 5) The lame man looked at them eagerly, expecting 

some money. 6) But Peter said, “I don’t have any silver or gold for 

you. But I’ll give you what I have. In the name of Jesus Christ the 

Nazarene, get up and walk!” 

 7) Then Peter took the lame man by the right hand and 

helped him up. And as he did, the man’s feet and ankles were 

instantly healed and strengthened. 8) He jumped up, stood on his 

feet, and began to walk! Then, walking, leaping, and praising God, 

he went into the Temple with them. 

 9) All the people saw him walking and heard him praising 

God. 10) When they realized he was the lame beggar they had seen 

so often at the Beautiful Gate, they were absolutely astounded! 11) 

They all rushed out in amazement to Solomon’s Colonnade, where 

the man was holding tightly to Peter and John. 

 12) “Peter saw his opportunity and addressed the crowd. 

“People of Israel,” he said, “what is so surprising about this? And 

why stare at us as though we had made this man walk by our own 

power or godliness? 13) For it is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob – the God of all our ancestors – who has brought glory to His 

servant Jesus by doing this. 16) Through faith in the name of Jesus, 

this man was healed – and you know how crippled he was before. 

Faith in Jesus’ name has healed him before your very eyes.” 
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