
Feb 3, 2019                 The Sacrifice of Worship  

                  Daniel 3:15-18 
 

 “If you don’t stand for something… 

    You’ll fall for anything!” 
 

This morning, I want to leave knowing this truth: There will be 

sacrifices required of us in worshipping God as His people! 

These sacrifices will come thru daily experiences as Kingdom 

Citizens in, but not of, this world. But we will only find out that 

God rescues us from trouble when we take our stand against the 

world’s ways! We must “sacrifice ourselves” to the “rules of 

society” that clash with our faithful obedience to God – No 

absolute truths, Do what feels right to you, No consequences for 

decisions! When we stand in Christ against the world, we give 

God lots of opportunities to prove Who He is AND that He still 

rescues His people!  

 This is precisely what happened to Shadrach, Meshach, 

& Abednego when, by royal decree (law), they were forced to 

worship King Neb’s idol. They refused, saying: God will rescue 

us from your power. But even if He doesn’t (in the way we 

think He will)…we will never worship or serve your gods!”   
 

     But do we really believe God still rescues His people today? 
 

READ: Daniel 3:15-18 (NLT) 

1) God stages “Faith-building exercises” to develop our TRUST 

 -Building Faith is His work; Responding in Trust is ours 

 -The sacrifice of worship stands against the world 

  -1John 2:15-17 (NLT) 
 

2) God is ABLE to save us from all powers & predicaments 

 -Of course God is ABLE – but is He willing? 

 -Of course God WILL rescue – but will He as expected? 

 -Of course God’s power is greatest – but will we see it? 
 

3) God WILL rescue us FROM, IN, or THRU trials (S,M,A) 

      Even if He does it thru death, He’ll bring us into E. Life! 
 

*Entering His presence is Not a punishment, but Our Reward! 
 

*His Rescue will AFFIRM our trust & AFFECT faith in others 

What will we need to trust God to rescue us from the trials & 

persecutions of the world? Spirit’s Power & Self-discipline! 
 

 -Self-Discipline = doing the right thing even when you, 

    don’t feel like it! (repeat) 
 

 -1Peter 2:19 “For God is pleased with you when you do what 

         you know is right and patiently endure unfair treatment.” 

 

What trials today require the Sacrifice of Worship by the 

Spirit’s power & self-discipline to TRUST God? 

 -Not joining our friends in making fun of others 

 -Eating with the most unpopular person in the class 

 -Being partners with the geek in science or math 

 -Praying in school (can anyone really stop you?)  

 -Not criticizing others to get a leg up on the competition 

 -Speaking out Thanks to God for the good things in life 

 -Talking about Jesus by name as you discuss life events 

 -Praying in Jesus’ name no matter where you are 

 -Depending on Spirit for decisions rather than yourself  

 -Finding your purpose in Christ rather than good works 

 -Exercising your freedom to witness of Jesus in public 

 -Standing against Human Trafficking to offer God’s love 
 

The sacrifice of worship means giving up comfort, ease, popul-

arity, reputation & convenience to stand as God’s Regents first 

& foremost here/now! Standing as God’s Regents will conflict 

with the world’s culture & flow; But…will we view these as 

“Faith-building” opportunities thru which God still rescues us 

thru His power & self-discipline in the sacrifice of worship? 

 

INVITATION: 

1) Are you standing for God, or falling for the world? 

2) Do you choose God’s will even if it brings persecution? 

3) Will you count the cost of the sacrifices of worship? 

 

 

 

 



 

Daniel 3:1-18 (NLT) 
15) I will give you one more chance to bow down and worship 

the statue I have made when you hear the sound of the musical 

instruments. But if you refuse, you will be thrown immediately into 

the blazing furnace. And then what god will be able to rescue you 

from my power?” 

16) Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied, “O 

Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before 

you. 17) If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God whom 

we serve is able to save us. He will rescue us from your power, Your 

Majesty. 18) But even if he doesn’t, we want to make it clear to you, 

Your Majesty, that we will never serve your gods or worship the 

gold statue you have set up.” 
 

 

 

1John 2:15-17 (NLT) 
15) Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you 

love the world, you do not have the love of the Father in you. 16) 

For the world offers only a lust for physical pleasure, a lust for 

everything we see, and pride in our achievements and possessions. 

These are not from the Father, but are from this world. 17) And 

this world is fading away…But anyone who does what pleases God 

lives forever. 
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