
Feb 17, 2019          God Will Be Praised! 
 

READ: Mark 7:6,7 (NLT) 6) Jesus replied, “You hypocrites! 

Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you, for he wrote, 

‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from 

me. 7) Their worship is a farce, for they teach man-made ideas as 

commands from God.’” 

The Fruit of your lips…or the actions of your life – which does 

Jesus say demonstrates a real, saving relationship with God? 

King Nebuchadnezzar has offered the fruit of his lips thru 3 

chapters – length of his reign as Conqueror over God’s people! 

But he is no closer to knowing God in relationship than ever! 

Even the miracles of God that Neb has witnessed have NOT 

produced faith in Him! King Neb has not embraced the truth 

about God by bowing his heart to the Ruler of All, praising & 

worshipping Yahweh alone; he’s merely added Him to his idols! 

 Today, in God’s story of His people’s captivity under 

King Neb, we reach one of the climactic purposes of all the 

faith-building events experienced by D,S,M,A…we have finally 

reached the day God knew would come for king Neb: the day 

he would trust God for salvation & life! No more pretending, or 

heart-less praise, or talking out of both sides of his mouth, or 

returning to old idols; the king begins a new life in a worship 

and relationship with God – and here’s how it happened! 
 

 READ: Daniel 4:19-27, 34-37 (NLT) 

Recognizable Connections from then to now: 

1) “Your” faith-building experiences are NOT for you ALONE! 

 -Believers & Unbelievers are watching & being affected! 

 -Your salvation is not for you alone: 

      -Into Body of Christ (church) + As a witness to Lost 
 

2) Don’t attempt to “rescue” those struggling with unbelief (19) 

 -Christians or Unbelievers: obedience is the only remedy 

 -Disobedience brings emotional anguish & consequences 

 -True relief only comes in full submission to God! 
 

3) Work with God in people’s lives…NOT against Him! (19) 

 -God’s purposes are perfect; His ways are not ours! 
 

4) Give God the glory for the good, & responsibility to fix bad 

 -It’s God’s job to fix & change; it’s ours not to do His! 

 -Our job: to rely on Him & equip others to do the same! 
 

If we’re honest, our expectation of King Neb is that he learns to 

follow God in reckless obedience in every area of his life! But 

do we expect this of ourselves? Does obedience characterize 

your life with God? Are you working to trust Him in areas that 

you don’t yet? Are any areas “off-limits” to God’s challenge?  
 

When will we believe that God means us no harm, only Good?! 

We must learn to obey Him in every area in order to live the 

best quality of life with Him here/now! But if, instead, we 

justify/rationalize our disobedience/unwillingness to follow His 

explicit instructions, aren’t we just honoring Him with our lips, 

but not our hearts? Doesn’t this deny loving & trusting God?  

 Some Christians wrongly believe that our disobedience 

disqualifies us from God’s blessings: I’m not one! I believe 

that Jesus, alone, qualifies us for all of God’s blessings (not our 

own works of righteousness). But actions/decisions that do not 

match God’s will or His way of living life, do at least 2 things: 

 1) Create consequences that living in trust & obedience  

  do not! (though He faces them with us) 

 2) Prevent us from living the kind & quality of life God 

  desires for us…the richest life Here and Now! 
 

Jesus simply wants you & me to enjoy His life of in-expressible 

joy in union with God and each other. And the only one who 

can keep us from living out this quality of relationship is… 

ourselves!  

 

INVITATION: 

1) Are you offering heartless praise of lip-service only? 

2) Are you seeking to reflect the complete image of Christ? 

3) Are there any areas of your life that are “off-limits” to Him? 

 

 

 

 

 

http://biblehub.com/mark/7-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/mark/7-7.htm


 

  MEDITATION: Matthew 7:21-23 (NLT) 

21) “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will 

enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the 

will of my Father in heaven will enter. 22) On judgment day 

many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your 

name and cast out demons in your name and performed many 

miracles in your name.’ 23) But I will reply, ‘I never knew 

you. Depart from me, you who break God’s laws.’” 

 

 This verse identifies the reality that not everyone who 

claims to be Christian actually is reconciled to God in Christ: 

only those whose lives demonstrate the ongoing transformation 

of heart, mind, attitude and action – as Jesus says, “Those who 

DO the will of My Father!” The kind of faith that saves you, 

changes you on the inside and shows itself on the outside! 

 This morning, we’ll see king Nebuchadnezzar go from 

“out to in,” from unbeliever to believer, from “head to heart 

knolwedge,” and from stranger to friend as he worships God for 

the first time in His life! But what did it take for him to get to 

this point? What did or will it take for you to get there? 

 

 Sermon in a Sentence: God Will Be Praised! 
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