
Feb 10, 2019                 The Lord IS with You!  

              Daniel 3:16--29 
 

Last week, the portion of Daniel 3 that we read involved (for the 

first time) a mix of literary forms: specifically, narrative and 

prophecy. As we discussed, these forms must be interpreted 

differently, according to differing rules and methods of proper 

hermeneutics: Narrative is interpreted literally – these events 

actually happened the way they are described; Prophecy is 

interpreted symbolically – the details are not literal, but 

represent truths/events in symbolic or metaphoric ways.  

 In this part of chapter 3, we have only one kind of 

writing: Narrative – interpreted literally. There are no dreams, 

visions or future events predicted: only the actual events involv-

ing the promised punishment for 3 faithful believers who would 

not bow down to the king’s demand or the worship of his idols: 

the details are accurate; the furnace real; & death imminent!  

 GOAL: I am exhorting us to act like we trust God in the 

circumstances of our lives the same way Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego did: as God’s Regents, living in a foreign land, 

under a tyrannical King, in a fearful, idol-worshipping culture, 

as they faced “faith-building trials” – knowing that the Lord 

Himself was with them, for them, & would rescue them!  
  

READ: 3:16-29 – What can we learn from King Neb? 

I) Don’t Make Decisions Driven by Emotions!  Dan 3:16-23 

 -“Count to 10,” 20, or a million; NO emotional decisions  

  -Anger, Fear, Insecurity, Jealousy, Envy, Sadness  

 -King lost some of his best soldiers, and a lot of respect! 
 

2) Don’t Be Surprised When God Intervenes!  Dan 3:24-25 

 -He has promised to do so…He cannot FAIL! 

 -He will be unmistakable – even to unbelievers! 
 

3) Bad Decisions Will Become Apparent to All! Dan 3:26-27 

 -And those who make them will be humiliated 
 

4) God Will Be Praised!  Dan 3:28-29 

 -Jesus Spirit is always with/in/for His People 

Isa 42:8 “I will not give my glory to anyone...nor share my praise!” 

5) Head knowledge or Heart Submission? Dan 3: 

 

What can we learn from Shadrach, Meshach, & Abednego? 

 Applications for our lives today: 
 

1) Jesus already knows our “Faith-building Exercises”  

 -Jesus is omniscient; no surprises, no disappointments 

 -Jesus is helping us to trust God in/thru Faith-building 

 -Jesus is with us, for us, & loving us in/thru hardships 
 

2) Jesus is already waiting for us in every trial 

 -He doesn’t show up after we’ve suffered for a while 

 -He goes before us (and behind us!) - Psalm 139:1-12A 

  -Jesus has your front, back, and sides! 
 

3) Jesus is already able/willing to see us thru 

 -He is our Rescuer; He deserves our public praise 

  -We don’t earn the right to be rescued 

 -The Joy of the Lord (Jesus) is our strength (Neh 8:10) 

  -Believing Jesus loves/enjoys us is our power! 
 

But we will never know Jesus as our Rescuer if we do not trust 

Him in the trial: if we cave in to the pressures of the world and 

the expectations of people around us, we will not experience 

Jesus rescuing us in His miraculous ways! Instead, we’ll 

finagle our own way thru trials – without Jesus, without trust, 

without confidence, without supernatural result, without rescue! 
 

*We will deny Jesus the right to be to us who He already IS! 

 

Facing trials? Do what is right according to God’s word by 

God’s Spirit, & trust Jesus to meet you in/deliver you thru trial!  

  The Lord Himself is with You! 

  

INVITATION: 

1) From what trials do you need Jesus to rescue you? 

2) Are you willing to wait for Jesus to rescue you? 

3) Will you “act like you trust” Jesus to rescue you? 

 

 



MEDITATION: Exodus 14:19-20 (NLT) 
 

Set up: The Israelites have slain the Passover lambs, drenched their 

door posts in its blood, eaten the Passover meal dressed for a journey, 

received gold from the Egyptians as a bribe to leave, and stand before 

the Red Sea with Pharaoh and his army in hot pursuit:  

 

19Then the angel of God, who had been leading the people of 

Israel, moved to the rear of the camp. The pillar of cloud also 

moved from the front and stood behind them. 20The cloud settled 

between the Egyptian and Israelite camps. As darkness fell, the 

cloud turned to fire, lighting up the night. But the Egyptians and 

Israelites did not approach each other all night. 

 

You’ve heard this overused saying: “I’ve got your back!” Well, 

now we know Who started it! The Lord Himself was the first to 

make that promise…and it’s a promise that still stands today for 

His people.  “I will never leave you nor forsake you!” 

 You and I will never face any trial or, as we’ve been 

calling them recently, “Faith-building Experiences,” ALONE. 

There is no place we can go where we are out of God’s loving 

care. God has your back – but He’s also got your front, and 

your left & right sides, too! The only reason we act like this is 

not true is because we cannot see Him! But His presence with 

us is as certain as His promises to us! God is always where we 

need Him to be…with us & for us!  

 

 Sermon in a Sentence: The Lord IS with You! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

PSALM 139: 1-10 (NLT) 
 1) O LORD, you have examined my heart and know 

everything about me. 2) You know when I sit down or stand up. You 

know my thoughts even when I’m far away. 3) You see me when I 

travel and when I rest at home. You know everything I do. 

  4) You know what I am going to say even before I say it, 

LORD. 5) You go before me and follow me. You place your hand of 

blessing on my head. 6) Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 

too great for me to understand! 

 7) I can never escape from your Spirit! I can never get away 

from your presence! 8) If I go up to heaven, you are there; if I go 

down to the grave, you are there. 9) If I ride the wings of the 

morning, if I dwell by the farthest oceans, 10) even there your hand 

will guide me, and your strength will support me. 

 

 

 

Isaiah 52:12 (NLT) For the LORD will go ahead of you; yes, the 

God of Israel will protect you from behind. 

 

 

Isaiah 42:8 (NLT) “I am the LORD; that is my name! I will not 

give my glory to anyone else, nor share my praise with carved idols. 

 

 

Demonstrate this concept: not alone; God is with you; 

standing strong in Christ? What if Andy, robed in white, 

simply follows me everywhere in the service? 
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