
August 19, 2018       LOVE IS FREEDOM  

                  Galatians 5:1-15 

What would you say if someone asked you, “How can I 

 become a Christian?”  (repent and believe/trust Jesus) 

 What would you tell a Christian who asks, “How can I be a 

 better Christian?” (Join a church, read your bible, learn 

 to pray, participate in discipleship class, etc) 
 

     What’s the difference between these two responses? 

1) focuses rightly on the Person of Christ – Savior & Lord  

2) focuses wrongly on a person’s performance, choices, action  

  

Recognize this? It’s the exact trap into which the Christians in 

Galatia had fallen!  READ: Galatians 3:2,3,5 (GNT) 
 2) Tell me this one thing: did you receive God's Spirit by 

doing what the Law requires or by hearing the gospel and believing 

it? 3) How can you be so foolish! You began by God's Spirit; do 

you now want to finish by your own power?  
 

 It’s not just Christians 2,000 years ago who were saved 

by faith in Jesus and then returned to the prison cell of legalism 

– it’s us, too! Legalism is a prison; but Christ sets us free! 
 

 VIDEO – You Are God’s Temple (first 2:47 seconds) 
 

Jesus said, “My (real disciples) will know the truth, and the 

truth will set them free!”    (John 8:32) 

 -Truth = aletheia – reality that is knowable; personified 
 

After spending some weeks in Paul’s Galatian letter, we should 

be able to identify at least part of what being set free by the 

truth of God means: Free from Sin, Death, Hell & the Law (any 

system of pleasing God by our own behavior). But just like 

salvation, freedom includes two aspects: from (out of) & (in) to  
 

READ: Galatians 5:1-15 (NIV) 
1) It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and 

 do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 

Freedom = Out of Slavery to the Law, Sin, Death, and so much more!  

       Free from a life of trying & failing; Free from the world’s 

priorities & powers; Free from serving self & flesh; and Free 

from the need to impress God or others. Freedom in Christ 

means to be Free from earning or deserving God’s blessing; 

Free from the insecurity of disappointing or failing God; Free 

from the overwhelming fear that we’ll be found out for the 

pretenders we really are, or that God will change His mind  

about us & revoke His love or salvation! 

 But Freedom also means that we are liberated into the 

fullness of God’s Love! We are free to trust God entirely for 

everything needed! Freedom in Christ invites us to come out of 

hiding to face God and others without inhibition, condemnation, 

anxiety or apology Freedom knows God as our Safe Place, 

refuge, & abundant, supernatural life. Freedom insists that we  

entrust ourselves to God who knows all things & in whom we 

are fully known, valued, accepted, & loved. Thru this Freedom, 

we naturally learn to love ourselves (stop arguing with God 

about our failures) so that we may truly love our neighbors as 

ourselves! We simply cannot love others with God’s love when 

we do not fully experience His love for ourselves! 

     Love is Freedom to become who God recreated us to be! 
 

2) Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be 

circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. 

 -Christ is of not value to those trying to earn God’s favor 

     What’s the problem with pursuing circumcision? It’s THE 

fundamental representation of legalism; a sign of first covenant 

that became meaningless in terms of faith! Jews had the Law, 

but didn’t understand, obey or allow it to lead them to faith! It’s 

like today’s school uniform, gym ID, or church membership: 

 -a Uniform doesn’t make you attend class! 

 -a Gym ID/membership doesn’t keep you fit! 

 -your Name on a church role doesn’t mean you’re saved! 
 

3) Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that 

he is obligated to obey the whole law. 4) You who are trying to be 

justified by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have 

fallen away from grace. 

     -Only 2 approaches to understanding salvation: 1) God’s Gift in 

 Christ Jesus or 2) a wage you earn by your own efforts.  

     -These 2 Ways are mutually exclusive of each other 

https://biblehub.com/galatians/5-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/galatians/5-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/galatians/5-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/galatians/5-4.htm


     -“Falling from Grace” means choosing the “other way,” The Law 

 -It does not mean that you lose your salvation, but that you’ve 

 gone temporarily insane by trying to earn, thru your own 

 actions, what you can only receive as a gift from Jesus! 

  -Can Christians walk by flesh OR by Spirit daily? 

5) For through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteousness 

for which we hope. 6) For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 

uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith 

expressing itself through love. 

      -Faith that shows itself in loving God & others IS salvation! 
 

13) You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not 

use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another 

humbly in love. 14) For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this 

one word, in the command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

    -Freedom we receive in Christ does not serve Self or Flesh! 

 -We are freed to love others, prioritizing their needs  

  because God is meeting ours in Jesus! 

    -Not truly loving ourselves keeps us from freely loving others 
 

**Love is Freedom to become who God recreated us to be! 
 

YOU’RE INVITED TO RESPOND PERSONALLY:  

“Being deeply loved by someone gives you strength, while loving 

someone deeply gives you courage. Love is the freedom for both!” 
 

1) Will you let Abba strengthen you with His love this week? 

2) Will you love Jesus and others courageously this week? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ellie is now free from the womb. There was great pain 

involved; She didn’t want to come out; but it was necessary and 

right that she be liberated – not just for Ashley’s sake, but so 

that she could become everything that she is meant to be!  

 

 Similarly, today we’re looking at the freedom that comes 

from a second, spiritual birth by trusting Jesus for real life every 

day – not just a good life, but a life of real freedom with God!   

 

 

 

 

 
Love  Quotes: 
 

If you love someone, set them free. If they come back they're 
yours; if they don't they never were. 
 

 

There is no love without forgiveness, and there is no 
forgiveness without love. 
 

 

 

Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. 
Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.   
   Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

 

Love is not only something you feel, it is something you do.  
    David Wilkerson 
 

https://biblehub.com/galatians/5-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/galatians/5-6.htm
https://biblehub.com/galatians/5-13.htm
https://biblehub.com/galatians/5-14.htm


 

 

We may give without loving, but we cannot love without giving. 
    Bernard Meltzer 
 

 

 

 

 

 


