
August 5, 2018      CHRIST IS THE END OF THE LAW  

                 Galatians 3:15-29 
 

When Paul refers to the Law, he is of course referring to God’s 

10 Commandments – those 10 things that expressed God’s 

character to His people. But when 10 Commandments express 

the prefect character of a holy God, they also point out the 

transgressions of His imperfect people, their choices and 

conduct. The Law cannot show one without the other; every 

coin has two sides! In this case, the same Law that describes 

God’s holiness simultaneously identifies man’s sinfulness. 

 But the Law also refers to the sacrifices prescribed by 

God to cover sins, transgressions and violations of His people. 

In this regard, the Law is extraordinarily helpful: it anticipates 

sin; it shows God’s people what sin is; it identifies a remedy to 

offset the penalty of sinning; & it restores people who have 

sinned to a right relationship with God based on faith/trust!  

 But the Law was never God’s ultimate remedy for the sin 

of His people because it never empowered them to live the life 

they were saved for. Only Christ can do that! He is God’s final 

solution for man’s sin. So, when the time was right, God the 

Son donned a human body and died on the cross to put away sin 

once and for all for those who believe. Jesus demonstrated what 

the loving relationship between God and man was meant to be – 

a man entirely dependent on God’s indwelling Presence to live 

a life of love & trust in relationship. Then, He paid the price 

for our sin by inserting Himself as our substitute on the cross, 

paying our penalty so we could be justified even though we had 

sinned. Jesus gave us His righteousness, earned thru human 

obedience to God, as a gift so we could know God & join Him 

in His eternal, extraordinary life.  

 Christ ends the rule of Law for Believers! Turning back 

to Law now says Jesus isn’t enough! This morning, we’re going 

to explore the full meaning of that truth in Galatians 3:15-29 
 

How many different ways did Jesus “end the law” for believers? 
 

 Galatians 3:18-24 identifies 7 ways that Christ ended the Law 

 (After each reason: “I live by trusting the Son of God!”) 
 

1) Law can’t earn God’s promises (18); Faith obtains promises 

 -Abram believed God & was counted as righteous (G 15) 

 -Law identified God’s OT people; Christ identifies NT 
 

2) God gave the Law to identify sin (19); Christ put away sin 

 -Heb 9:26 (NET) 

3) Law to last only until Christ would come (19); Jesus came! 

 -the Law still in effect for sinners – to lead them to Jesus! 

 

4) Law required a mediator (20); God gave promise to Abram 

 -Gen 15 – the ratification of God’s Covenant w/ Abram 

 

5) Law imprisons us as Sinners (22): Jesus set us free as Saints 

 -All (Jews & Gentiles) have sinned & fall short of glory! 

 

6) Law guarded us until the Way of faith came (23); He’s here! 

 -Guarded against ignorance & penalty of sin; sacrifices 

 -Guarded believers in a relationship with God   

 

7) Law was a tutor leading us to Christ (24); We’ve arrived! 

 -Now we have the Master living in us by His Spirit 

 -HS operates us to experience Christ’s life on earth! 
 

 

READ: Galatians 3:25-29 
 

 

The Law is eternal because it comes from God. And while it 

shows us His holiness, perfection and righteousness, it also 

shows us our sinfulness, weakness and inability. But God never 

implied that the Law was a way to earn the Blessing that He 

promised to give as a gift; eternal Life with Him in Christ Jesus! 

 Now, for all those who place their faith in Jesus, God’s 

Messiah, the Law has done it’s work of condemning sin in us & 

thereby, leading us to trust Jesus – His goodness/righteousness- 

for our salvation, instead of our own attempts. Now, we live by 

faith/trusting the Son of God who loved us, gave Himself for us, 

and lives in us by His Spirit. Jesus is most assuredly enough! 

 

 



YOU’RE INVITED TO RESPOND PERSONALLY: 
 

1) The Law was an elementary Self-revelation of God; Jesus is 

 God’s fullest Self-revelation 

2) The Law was to last only until the Son came; now we live by 

 His Spirit 

3) The Law still leads sinners to the Savior; but Christ ends the 

 Law for Believers 

  

 

Heb 9:26 (NET) But now He (Christ) has appeared once for all at 

the consummation of the ages to put away sin by his sacrifice.  


