
August 4, 2019          CARRY OUT YOUR MINISTRY   

     Colossians 4 
 

Picture this: Sunday worship service is @ to begin for Christians 

in the city of Colossae. As they assemble, they notice the absence 

of several of their most faithful members – Epaphras, Archippus, 

Onesimus, Tychicus. But these not “missing in action”, or sleep-

ing in from extra-curricular activities the night before; they’re not 

visiting other churches or pursuing other interests; they’re not 

home for “family time” or because they had a tough week at 

work or life! As Paul himself would say… “May it never be!”  

 No! They’re on mission, to carry out their ministry that 

the Holy Spirit has birthed in them & revealed to them. They’re 

visiting Paul, under house arrest in Rome, to minister to him and 

with him, carrying the gospel to the uttermost parts of the earth!  

 As we read together the last portion of Paul’s letter to the 

church in Colossae, likely dictated to Tychicus who would not 

only deliver but explain it as well, I want you to see in your own 

mind’s eye the convergence of these saints in Rome, many with 

whom you’re already familiar, ministering to Paul & participat-

ing in the gospel that radiated out from this fellowship epicenter.  

 With this in mind, I want you to remember that being “the 

church” means that God uses you to encourage, comfort, counsel 

& minister to all the others. I want you to be inspired never to 

miss a gathering of this church NOT because of what you get… 

but because of how God uses you among us! Each one of us is 

an irreplaceable, indispensable, & inseparable part of this body 

 

READ: Colossians 4:2-17 (NLT) 

 -Tychicus – transcriber, carrier, interpreter of Paul’s letter 

 -Onesimus – converted slave, returning to master & home 

  -Perhaps with Paul’s letter to Philemon, his master 

 -Aristarchus – fellow prisoner for the cause of Christ 

 -Mark – “evangelist,” writer of 1st gospel (already done?) 

  -Estranged on Paul’s 1st mission: now reconciled! 

 -Justus – visiting and ministering to Paul in prison 

 -Epaphras – Colossian church member, reporting to Paul 

  -Prayer warrior for the saints in Col & Hierapolis 

 -Luke – Gk doctor, “evangelist” & writer of 2nd gospel 

 -Demas, Nympha & the church in her house, & Archippus 

And what is it that Paul says to Archippus? “Be sure to carry out 

the ministry the Lord gave you.” This is the meaning, purpose 

and product of S.H.A.P.E. here at FBCT: for each Christian in 

fellowship here to carry out the ministry that God is giving you! 

 All of us will be involved in ministry; most of us will 

stay here to do it; many of us will discover greater Life & deeper 

fulfillment; some of us will struggle to carry out the Lord’s 

ministry; and a few us of – like the Saints surrounding Paul – 

will leave in order to carry out the ministry the Lord compels!  

 I’d like to introduce you to a family in the last group! 

 

INTERVIEW with VOLLES: 

-Some of the members may not know about the purpose of your 

 recent 2-month absence? Tell us what you did during 

 this time and why it was absolutely necessary? 

 

-What have you heard regarding your call back into full-time

 missions? Are there any certainties about where &when? 
 

-Will you register with a sending agency of any kind? 
 

-What is a “Vision Trip?” What do you hope to determine? 
 

-How are you funding this Vision Trip?  
 

-Will you be taking the “Baby Toys” with you? Deadline? 
 

-What other aspects of life are changing to prepare you for full-

 time missions? 

 

We’ll have opportunities to participate with the Volles’ and their 

international missions ministry in the coming months and years. 

And they, too, will share in the ministries the Lord leads here! 

We’ll keep the church posted as to how God’s call progresses! 
 

 

Consider These Sanctifying Questions: 

1) Are you ready to discover your SHAPE this year? 

2) Are you open to all possibilities the Spirit may include? 

3) Are you willing to follow beyond preconceived boundaries? 


