
Oct 10, ’21    DAY of ATONEMENT: Peace Out! 

Leviticus 16 & Assorted NT Scriptures 
 

This morning, our OT festival review brings us to what I believe to be 

the most sacred of all 7 of them: the Day of Atonement!  Once a year, 

Israel’s High Priest entered the Holy of Holies, where God’s presence 

lit on the Ark’s mercy seat, to make peace with God for all his people. 

The H.P. never entered without the blood of a bull, a ram, & a goat to 

cleanse the nation of all unintentional sin because God said: ”Life is in 

the blood, and I have given you the blood of animals to sacrifice in 

place of your own. This is the way you make peace with Me.” (Lev 17) 

 This “peace with God” thru shed blood is the word Atonement! 

Hebrew: kaphar (kaw-far') – to cover over, pacify, satisfy, make peace. 

Why did Israel need to make peace with God? Because it impossible 

for sinful people to enter the presence of a Holy God: so the blood of 

animals was a temporary “covering” for their sin until it could be 

permanently removed, once-for-all! Until Christ came, we see cover-

ings for sin all the way back to Creation: God uses animal skins to 

cover Adam/Eve after the Fall; He provides a ram instead of Isaac for 

sacrifice at Mt Mariah; & in Exodus, God requires a Passover lamb! 

 Atonement = being “At-One-with-God!” is a remarkable 

concept that works to reconcile 2 entirely different entities, divided by 

dissimilarities, & at enmity with each other! Bringing them together – 

not merely as friends, but in the deepest relational intimacy of oneness  

 ILLUS: It’s like trying to make peace between a dog & cat! 

   If not raised together = impossible b/c natures = incompatible! 

 They’re born enemies! Nectarine = crossing peach + plume! 
 

Atonement conveys truths in 2 realms of reality: legal & relational! 

     -Justified: Christ’s sacrifice legally answers all charges Sin levies 

      -All charges of wrongdoing are dismissed b/c all penalties are paid 

 in full, satisfied completely! No unanswered charges for sin! 

     -Reconciled: Christ restores man’s friendship/oneness with God 

      -Jesus removes every trace of man’s enmity toward God to restore     

         a loving, trustful friendship w/ Him (No animosity on His side)    

The author of Hebrews reports Jesus saying: “…(Father) You did not 

want animal sacrifices or sin offerings or burnt offerings or other 

offerings for sin, nor were you pleased with them” (though they are 

required by the law of Moses). Then he said, “Look, I have come to do 

your will.” Jesus summarizes 3 truths about making peace with God: 

1) God never wanted sacrifices – they correlate to sin/disobedience! 

2) Jesus obeyed God perfectly – sinless righteousness of law fulfilled 

3) Faith in Christ is peace with God – saved by regeneration/holy 

Because only faith in Christ can justify us before God & reconcile us 

with Him, God is adamant, stern, exacting about the conduct of each 

of these festival elements: so we recognize & appreciate every aspect 

of Messiah’s atoning ministry foreshadowed in this festival! TONE! 

    READ: Leviticus 16:3-7  H.P. brings his people into peace w God 
 3) “When Aaron enters the sanctuary area, he must follow 

these instructions fully. He must bring a young bull for a sin offering 

and a ram for a burnt offering. 4) He must put on his linen tunic and 

the linen undergarments worn next to his body. He must tie the linen 

sash around his waist and put the linen turban on his head. These are 

sacred garments, so he must bathe himself in water before he puts 

them on. 5) Aaron must take from the community of Israel two male 

goats for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering. 6)“Aaron will 

present his own bull as a sin offering to purify himself and his family, 

making them right with the LORD.  7) Then he must take the two 

male goats and present them to the LORD at the entrance of the 

Tabernacle.  Aaron must accomplish this purification ceremony 

precisely as instructed because he, & every aspect of each sacrifice, 

offering, action, sequence, & attire represents Christ & everything 

that He would accomplish 1500 years later in NT salvation for the 

ultimate Day of Atonement…God’s Great White Throne Judgment!  

CONNECTIONS TO CHRIST: 
 -Aaron: type of Christ: High Priest makes atonement for Israel 
  -Wears holy garments = Christ’s robe of Righteousness 
  -Jesus earned a “right-standing” with God by the Law 
  -Jesus is the Perfect Man! Everything man must be! 
Heb 2:16,17: “For it is clear that Jesus…came to help Abraham's 

descendants, thereby becoming like his brothers in every way, so that 

he could be a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God and 

make atonement for the people's sins.”  
 -Bathing: washing-act of consecration to enter God’s presence 

Titus 3:5: “God saved us…by the washing of regeneration & renew-

ing by the Holy Spirit.” 
 -Shedding a bull’s blood makes atonement for Aaron’s sin  

  -sacrifice covers H.P.’s personal, Unintentional sin 

   -Intentional sins covered thru daily sacrifices 

  -Though he represents Christ, Jesus made no offering 

   for Himself because He never sinned! 

 2Cor 5:21: “God made Jesus who knew no sin to be sin for us so that 

we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” 

http://biblehub.com/leviticus/16-4.htm
http://biblehub.com/leviticus/16-5.htm
http://biblehub.com/leviticus/16-7.htm


 READ: Leviticus 16:8-10 (NLT): Aaron is to cast sacred lots 

to determine which goat will be reserved as an offering to the LORD 

and which will carry the sins of the people to the wilderness of (as) 

Azazel…the people will be purified & made right with the LORD.  

 -2 goats: 1=offering for sin & 1=scapegoat to take sins away 

1John 4:10: This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he 

loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins. 

 -God chooses the offering & scapegoat by casting lots… 

  **How do we determine God’s will now? Comments! 

1Cor 2:12: And we have received God’s Spirit (not the world’s spirit), 

so we can know the wonderful things God has freely given us. 
 

 READ: Leviticus 16:11-13 (NLT) 

11) “…After Aaron has slaughtered the bull as a sin offering, 12) he 

will fill an incense burner with burning coals from the altar that 

stands before the LORD. Then he will take two handfuls of fragrant 

powdered incense and will carry the burner and the incense behind 

the inner curtain. 13) There in the LORD’s presence he will put the 

incense on the burning coals so that a cloud of incense will rise over 

the Ark’s cover—the place of atonement—that rests on the Ark of the 

Covenant. If he follows these instructions, he will not die. 14) Then he 

must take some of the blood of the bull, dip his finger in it, and 

sprinkle it on the east side of the atonement cover. He must sprinkle 

blood seven times with his finger in front of the atonement cover.” 

 -Incense & Burning coals: Christ is both the Judge who 

determines the penalty for sin AND the one who pays sin’s full price! 

Rom 3:25,26: God publicly displayed Jesus at his death as the mercy 

seat (place of atonement) accessible through faith. This demonstrated 

his righteousness, because God in his forbearance passed over the sins 

previously committed to demonstrate his righteousness at this present 

time, so that he would be just, & the justifier of all who trust in Jesus.” 

 -Cloud of smoke = intermingles with God’s Pillar = oneness 

John 10:30: (Jesus)“I and the Father are one! If you’ve seen Me…” 

 -Blood = sprinkled 7 times onto the mercy seat 

1Peter 1:2: “You were chosen…& made a holy people by His Spirit, to 

obey Jesus Christ and be purified (atoned) by His sprinkled blood.” 
 

Jesus Christ, God’s Messiah, is represented in every element of this 

purification ceremony called the Day of Atonement. Therefore, our 

perception & understanding of the comprehensive totality of Christ’s 

salvation “must” go well beyond merely, “He paid for my sins!”  

The riveting truth is that Jesus overwhelmed the sum total of every 

offense against God to restore an intimate relationship of trust, and 

release us completely from His final, ultimate judgment against Sin! 

Not only forgiveness of all wrongs & full payment of all penalties, 

but exchanging Christ’s surpassing righteousness for our perpetual 

wickedness by…Recreating us in His full image, Adopting us as His 

children, Transforming us from enemies to beloved friends, and 

releasing us from all Guilt by His atonement so that we’re certain 

that we are welcome into His loving, eternal embrace! 

19) And so, dear brothers and sisters, we can boldly enter heaven’s 

Most Holy Place because of the blood of Jesus. 20) By his death, Jesus 

opened a new and life-giving way through the curtain into the Most 

Holy Place. 21) And since we have a great High Priest who rules over 

God’s house, 22) let us go right into the presence of God with sincere 

hearts fully trusting him. For our guilty consciences have been 

sprinkled with Christ’s blood to make us clean, and our bodies have 

been washed with pure water.   (Hebrews 10:19-22 NLT) 

    Jesus is not only the Perfect sacrifice for every Sin, & the Final 

sacrifice for all Sin, but His sacrifice has restored us to righteous 

friendship with God – a relationship in which we may operate with 

clean consciences – no longer obsessed with Sin, but boldly entering 

the glorious presence of God Himself, assured of His acceptance/love! 

  ILLUS: Clean Conscience = perpetual peace with God!  

“What sin?” You are what you think about! Sin…or Righteousness? 

Your choice! Jesus has done all He can & everything that’s necessary! 

 
In what ways do feel the greatest peace with God…& the least? 
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