
Nov 21, ’21  WARNING: Slippery When Watered Down 

2Peter: 2 – God Justifies & Judges 
 

In the past few months, we’ve examined several different NT epistles 

with the same recurring backdrop: not all who claim to be Christians 

actually are! This reality explains why even today… 

 -Some church members actually get saved after joining! 

 -Some members leave the church, & faith in Christ, altogether! 

 -Some still believe they will be judged by God for their sin!  
 

So, how safe are true Christians from God’s righteous judgment? 

 -“As safe as Christ!” we share His nature & righteousness! 

  *Can you imagine the Father ever condemning the Son? Why not? 

 -Justified by Law thru faithful, perfect obedience & resurrected 

  -Jesus gifted us with His Righteousness & Resurrection Life 

      -We’re justified before God as if we’d never sinned 

  -There are No charges of sin left unanswered or unpaid 

      -We have Holy Spirit who sanctifies us & is our guarantee! 

The only way to explain “Christians” who are not getting to know 

Jesus in deeper friendship, who aren’t growing/showing increasing 

holiness, who turn away from faith in Christ & leave the church is… 

     *Not all who claim to be Christians are truly saved/regenerated 
 

This morning, I’d like to review the biblical reasons that “born-again 

believers” are safe (saved) from God’s judgment so we may dismiss 

the idea of judgment against us – either now or later – and grow in 

confidence in Jesus to relax in our friendship with God. So, let’s 

start with a statement Peter made & recorded in his first letter, 4:17:  

“For it is the time [destined] for judgment to begin with the house-

hold of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for 

those who do not respect or believe or obey the gospel of God?”                                    

 If our understanding of the household of God means born-

again Believers, then we all should be terrified! But this word is not 

“ekklesia” = called out ones, the church! Salvation (justification) is a 

one-time event; but there may be years of prompting/nudging episodes 

by the Holy Spirit leading up to this specific event! At all times in the 

history of God’s people there are those considering the claims of 

Christ as Savior, but undecided: they may be hearing the gospel for the 

first time, weighing the cost of discipleship, searching for purpose, 

belonging or to fill a sense of loneliness, or ill-motivated to develop 

business contacts, social connections, or financial support. In other 

words, there are people in the process of considering salvation that 

have not yet responded or chosen to receive! Still others have 

mentally assented to Christianity, but have not responded to rebirth or 

regeneration – either they don’t know their need or won’t submit! Only 

by receiving God’s gift of faith can anyone become truly saved: 

converted in spirit to share God’s nature & thereby entering into 

ongoing transformation of soul while waiting on a new, glorified 

body! Salvation is a process of being called that leads to an event of 

choosing. Think about your own experience: How often did you sense 

God’s stirring, challenge, wooing, or absence before you responded? 

     ILLUS: Like smoking: you know what to do, but can’t pull trigger! 
 

Paul makes it clear in Romans 2 that God’s people were never those 

who could merely trace their lineage to Abraham, but those who 

shared his faith in God – a faith that proved itself in obedient action!  

We learn that in every generation of Israel there is only a remnant – a 

small portion – who are God’s true people! “So it is at the present 

time: there is a remnant, chosen by grace (thru faith).” (Rom 11:5)  

This remnant included those who died believing the first, partial 

revelation of God they had (all of which pointed to Christ). But those 

who did not share Abraham’s faith in God were not saved! The 

wilderness wandering was an example of God’s judgment against 

those called His people who did not believe/follow Him into the P.L.  

 And so Peter joins forces with Paul, Jude, John & the author of 

Hebrews to reinforce this message that not all associated with God’s 

household are His true people of faith: but that God’s judgment is im-

minent; real Believers are already safe; & Knowing is not choosing! 
 

I) JUDGMENT IS IMMINENT           2Peter 2:5-6 (NLT) 

5) And God did not spare the ancient world—except for Noah and the 

seven others in his family. Noah warned the world of God’s righteous 

judgment. So God protected Noah when he destroyed the world of 

ungodly people with a vast flood. 6) Later, God condemned the cities 

of Sodom and Gomorrah and turned them into heaps of ashes. He 

made them an example of what will happen to ungodly people.  

 The Great Day of Lord will bring His ultimate, final judgment 

of sin & ungodliness because His justice demands retribution against 

the element of His enmity, Sin. Sin has destroyed His original creation 

& plan; and God has already demonstrated judgment in several ways: 

     1) The Flood – man’s every thought was consistently, totally evil 

     2) Sodom/Gomorrah – the wicked desire/actions of sinful man 

     3) Israel’s experiences – poisonous serpents, conquerors, & exile 

http://biblehub.com/2_peter/2-5.htm
http://biblehub.com/2_peter/2-6.htm


Peter tells us in v6 that God condemned cities as an example of what 

will happen to ungodly people at His final judgment! But God has 

always given warning of His judgment & time for repentance. So we 

see His judgment stayed at Nineveh after Jonah’s preaching because 

the entire city repented of sin & turned to God in faith! God’s judg-

ment is imminent; but faith changes the outcome for all true believers! 
 

II) CHRISTIANS ARE ALREADY SAFE                 (2Peter 2:7-9) 

7) But God also rescued Lot out of Sodom because he was a righteous 

man who was sick of the shameful immorality of the wicked people 

around him. 8) Yes, Lot was a righteous man who was tormented in his 

soul by the wickedness he saw and heard day after day. 9) So you see, 

the Lord knows how to rescue godly people from their trials, even 

while keeping the wicked under punishment until the day of final 

judgment. 

 The word here used to describe Lot is dikē = "right, approved 

by God", being conformed to God’s standard. Jesus shows us God’s 

standard of rightness as a man, which is unattainable by us except to 

receive as a free gift in Him thru faith. Lot believed in God (like 

Abraham) & was not only saved from God’s judgment on Sodom, but 

saved continually in the trial of torment he faced day after day.  

 Just as God rescued Lot whom He made righteous thru faith, 

God will rescue all who turn to Him for righteousness. To be rescued 

by God means to be drawn or pulled out unto Himself; snatched up! 

When God rescues the sinner, He delivers him out of sin to Himself 

and for Himself! Peter wants us to connect with God’s rescue thru 

faith in Christ as a permanent standing: out of sin, out from under sin’s 

control, and into God’s presence permanently! Jesus said, “God did 

not send His Son into the world to judge the world, but to save the 

world thru Him. There is no judgment against anyone who believes 

in Him. But anyone who does not believe in Him has already been 

judged for not believing in God’s one and only Son.” By our flesh 

birth we are judged guilty as sinners characterized by sin. But by our 

spiritual rebirth, we are rescued from sin to & for God permanently!  
 

III) KNOWING IS NOT CHOOSING   2Peter 2:20-22 

20) And when people escape from the wickedness of the world by 

knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and then get tangled up 

and enslaved by sin again, they are worse off than before. 21) It would 

be better if they had never known the way to righteousness than to 

know it and then reject the command they were given to live a holy 

life. 22) They prove the truth of this proverb: “A dog returns to its 

vomit.” And another says, “A washed pig returns to the mud.” 

Knowing Jesus is not choosing Him! Knowing is an exercise of the 

mind; but choosing is an exercise of the will! Knowing about Christ 

has never been the qualifier for salvation: It’s Faith! Even Jesus said 

to the very knowledgeable scribes/Pharisees: “You search the 

Scriptures because you think they give you eternal life. But these point 

to me! Yet you refuse to come to Me so I can give you this life. (Jn 5:39 

 -Knowledge does not save anyone! Acting on knowledge by 

trusting Jesus as Savior – (faith) – saves, changes, converts, & 

begins a transformational process for the rest of a believer’s life! 

 -A clean pig is still a pig! But a sinner saved becomes a Saint! 

Christ is both the Justifier of the godly & Judge of the sinner; though 

by the cross, Christ stands between every sinner & his condemnation: 

Jesus said, “And when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw 

everyone to myself.” And so He did! All people are drawn to Christ as 

Messiah because He was lifted up as their substitute sacrifice; but not 

all receive His gift of faith or choose to believe! “Many are called 

ones, but few are choosing ones.” The few who choose Christ perm-

anently become God's choice by freely receiving faith as a gift in Him! 

 

How are you experiencing God’s assurance of salvation? 
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