
 

Mar 17, 2019     The True King, His Kingdom & His People 
 

I am so grateful that our first experience with the difficult and 

unfamiliar genre or category of writing called “apocalypses” 

comes complete with an interpretation of its meaning – at least 

in chapter 7! I’ll have a few comments about interpreting this, 

and other kinds of biblical writing, but let’s wet our appetites 

for the most fantastic imagery you’ll never actually see! 
 

 READ: Daniel 7:1-14 (NLT) 

1-3) Summary of the vision: God is Sovereign (17-18) 

4-8) Could be kingdom of Rome; or Satan’s rule (23-25)  

 -this fantastical creature is much more terrifying (7) 

 -the holy people are placed under his control (25) 

 -he boasts arrogantly, even in God’s presence (8,11) 

 -he defies God and oppresses His holy people (25) 

 -God judges & gives the Kingdom to His people (26,27) 

 -he is killed by the Ancient One; destroyed by fire (11) 

(15-16) Daniel’s terror is not eliminated by explanation! (28) 
 

To interpret the scriptures correctly, we have to consider a 

number of issues – starting with these:  

1) Context: Where does it fit? Book, Progressive revelation, & 

 whole Meta-narrative (big-story) of the bible? 

2) Content: What was the message to original audience… and  

 then us? 

3) Genre: What kind of writing is it & which rules are applied? 
 

 If you’ve never heard this before – please do not ignore 

it! I am not trying to make understanding the scripture more 

difficult, but rather, help us to rightly handle/divide the word of 

God so that we don’t make the typical mistakes that lead to 

wrong conclusions, bad theology and erroneous applications, 

and…New Denominations!  One theologian said, 
“More damage is done to God, the bible, and Christians through 

improper hermeneutics than all the forces of Darkness combined!” 
 

For Example: Do you know what these dates have in common?  

 1248 1306, 1689, 1792, 1835, 1844, 1914, 1936, 1960, 

  1968, 1974, 1981, 1989, 1992 1994, 2011?  

They were all predictions for the 2nd Coming of Christ! This is 

what happens when you read apocalyptic writing with the 

wrong interpretive rules & motives! What did Jesus say about 

the time of His Return? That only the Father has the authority to 

set such dates and times, and they are not for us to know! 
 

So, what is apocalypses writing all about? How is it different?  

-Exhorts Believers during intense times of persecution/suffering 

 “God knows your struggle & will bring you into His victory!” 

-Gives meaning & encouragement to suffering as God’s people 

-Always references “End Times” – the last days (eschatology!) 

-Does not exist outside of Scripture; period from 600BC–100AD 

-Always prophetic/future (but not all prophecy is apocalypses) 

-Identifiable: visions, dreams, angels, fantastic beasts, imagery 

 Apocalypses is only one of 14 different kinds of writing 

in the Scriptures; Narrative History, Genealogies, Chronicles, 

Laws, Poetry, Proverbs, Prophecies, Riddles, Biographical 

Sketches, Drama, Parables, Epistles, Sermons, & Apocalypses. 

All Scripture falls into one of these 14 genres of writing!  
 

 Why is this important to know? How does it affect us? 

Each of these 14 genres have their own set of rules for proper 

interpretation. Most rules are common sense; but some of the 

writings are completely foreign to us…like Apocalypses! The 

world hasn’t seen this kind of writing since the first century – 

and only in the bible. We must be careful to interpret these few 

books correctly and according to the accepted rules of inter-

pretation so that we can understand what God intended for us! 

 

 The bible is a divinely inspired book of truth – a literary 

masterpiece! In it, God tells His story using Hebrew culture & 

writing styles. Because we do not have direct cultural connec-

tion, these genres must be treated with serious study & 

appropriate interpretive rules. Apocalypses is imagery at it’s 

GREATEST…so, enjoy the “show” these word pictures 

provide – but do not read literally; learn to read literarily! 
 

INVITATION: Truths to practice this week! 

1) Review/utilize the Interpretive Chart Pastor Jeremy provided 



2) Allow God to use your imagination as you read His imagery! 

MEDITATION: Ephesians 4:3-6 (NLT) 
 

3) Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding 

yourselves together with peace. 4) For there is one body and one 

Spirit, just as you have been called to one glorious hope for the 

future. 5) There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6) and one 

God and Father, who is over all and in all and living through all. 
 

It seems likely that, no matter what your view on the end times 

– whether Premillenial, Postmillenial or Amillenial, whether 

you’re anticipating a rapture or not – we are in what the Old and 

New Testament refer to as: “the last days!” And each day that 

passes brings us closer to Christ’s Return, God’s Judgment that 

reveals His people, & His Recreation of a new Heaven/earth, 

without sin.  

 At that time, the entire human race will know – every 

knee will bow & every tongue will confess that there is only 

One, True, Living God, only One everlasting Kingdom, & only 

One People of God recreated thru faith in Jesus the Christ.   
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Why wouldn’t the Trinity want us to know the exact time of 

“parousia” – the second coming of Jesus? I believe because it 

would attract “false brethren, false confessions of faith in 

Christ, & false followers!” There are likely a thousand other 

reasons, but we know the character of mankind – to seek the 

path of least resistance, and to indulge the lust of the flesh, the 

lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life! 

 On the other hand, persecution produces exactly the 

opposite effect: true believers who testify to such a profound 

personal change that they simply cannot deny or renounce the 

living God! For this simple reason, it makes more sense for God 

to allow His people to be persecuted than to relieve them of 

such trouble! Why? So He can prove to us and thru us that 

He is enough in us and with us! This is Daniel’s testimony! 

This is exactly the reason it never occurred to him to stop 

praying or change any of his worship patterns just because the 

king had signed a new law prohibiting such! “In the world you 

will have tribulation! But in Me” Jesus says, “You can have 

peace!” 

        When I talk to you about the rules of properly interpreting 

different genres of biblical writing, I am not telling you what to 

believe about the end times (eschatology). Whether you hold to 

Premillenialism or Postmillenialism or Amillenialism is not in 

view here: what is in view is a set of well-established rules for 

the right interpretation of differing genres or kinds of biblical 

writing. It’s like this:  In the English language, one rule of 

grammar is that adjectives always proceed the nouns they 

describe. But this is not a rule applied to other languages!  

 In the bible, narrative writing (80% of OT) is to be 

understood literally: narrative is a form of writing that reports 

what actually happened! God actually created everything there 

is; Noah actually built an enormous boat in which animals were 

gathered; Jonah actually lived 3 days in the belly of a large fish 

before witnessing in Nineveh. But if you treat narrative writing 

as reporting what should have happened – then you will reach 

erroneous conclusions: Abram told a king that his wife, Sarai, 

was his sister. This was a lie! God didn’t lead Abram to lie, nor 

does He condone any reason for not telling the truth…ever! 

 Narrative writing reports what happened, not what 

should have happened! It is not normative or doctrinal writing! 

That’s not its purpose! (Joshua and Acts are further examples)  

 If I told you that Hebrew poetry (Psalms) does not to 

offer instruction about prayer, you would understand that 

David’s prayer to “oppose those who oppose me. Fight those 

who fight against me. Lift up your spear and javelin against 

those who pursue me. Blow them away like chaff in the 

wind!” is not a God-honoring prayer stimulated by a just, 

loving God! It’s just a man, insecure & hurt, asking God for 

vengeance against those who do him harm! Don’t pray this way 

expecting to find God’s heart in striking down people He loves! 

But feel free to express highly emotional & irrational ideas! 

 The proper rule for interpreting wisdom literature, like 

Proverbs, is that these are “pithy sayings” that are generally 
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proved out in life; but they are not promises that God has made.

 And so on, and so on… 


