
Mar 10, 2019  DANIEL PREFIGURES JESUS 

         Daniel 6:17-28 
 

This study of Daniel has provided a great opportunity to engage 

with some foundational characteristics of God’s written word. 

We’ve looked at two very different genres of writing – narra-

tive & apocalypses – & begun to learn different hermeneutics 

(methods of interpretation) for each. This morning we’ll 

encounter another characteristic of the bible as God used people 

of the OT as “types, versions or pre-figures” of Jesus, pointing 

us to Him, His earthly mission & His New Covenant. 

 The OT is filled with people who give us early glimpses 

of Jesus’ character and redemptive work. Adam, Noah, Abram, 

Isaac, Jacob, Elisha, Gideon, Boaz, David, Jonathon, & Hosea – 

just to name a few. But because all are human, they fall short of 

Christ’s perfection! Nevertheless, they each take their place as 

OT “types of Christ,” demonstrating unique aspects or qualities 

of God’s promised Messiah. Daniel is one of these early 

models of Christ, too! Daniel Prefigures Jesus! 

 This morning, Daniel’s experience at the lions’ den will 

show us some startling connections with Jesus & His tomb.  
 

READ: Daniel 6:17-28 (NLT) 

 Read with commentary remarks  

 

SO…in what ways does Daniel prefigure Jesus in his death? 

 -A stone covered the den (tomb) – (Matt 27:60) 

 -An authoritative seal prevented rescue (Matt 27:66) 

 -“Very early the next morning…” (Jn 20:1; Matt 28:1) 

 -The presence of an angel (John 20:12; Matt 28:2,3; all) 

 -“Being found innocent” (no fault in Him) (3x in Jn) 

 -Daniel had been maliciously accused him (Matt 27:12) 

 -The King’s proclamation presents the NC: 

  -He is the living God (Jesus arose to E. life) 

  -His rule will never end (Jesus’ reign is eternal) 

  -He rescues and saves His people (The Savior) 

  -He rescues thru miraculous sings & wonders  

Finally, the lion’s, by which Daniel’s death was certain, could 

not harm him; neither could the grave hold Jesus! They are both 

raised up out of death to life; both victorious over the enemy; 

both serve God by blessing others in the kingdom! 

 In fact, thru both Daniel and Jesus, God used death to 

serve His purposes: for Daniel, death served as a backdrop for 

God’s miraculous rescue; for Jesus, death served as the launch-

ing pad into Eternal Life, which He gives as a free gift to all 

who thru faith in Him are made more than conquerors, too!  

 We live that Eternal, Resurrection Life NOW…but how 

will people know by looking or listening to us? Will they see us 

facing problems & perils triumphantly or hear us testifying 

about God’s involvement, rescue, peace, provision & presence?  

 Do we panic or do we Praise? (Isaiah 41:10) 

 

Finally, why do you think that God used real people to give OT 

believers early clues about His Messiah, already identified & on 

His way to save before the foundations of the world were laid? 

So that: 

 -Jesus would be recognizable when He came 

 -God’s people could begin to fathom the scope of rescue 

 -God could demonstrate His promise/power in every era 

 -Faith in God could be seen to actually work in real life  

 -God’s people would eagerly look for/await Messiah 

 -Messianic stories of rescue/redemption pervade history 

 -People could imagine how good Messiah would be 

 -Those who believed God’s salvation could be certain!   

 

The whole scripture tells one story from start to finish of how 

God creates a people to be loved by Him forever in the new 

man, Jesus Christ! Truly…it’s all about Jesus! 

 

INVITATION: Truths to practice this week! 

1) Nothing you face catches God “off-guard!” RELAX 

 -If you’re His, expect to be rescued! 

2) We are already conquerors in Christ; Let’s act like it! 

 -Have you trusted Christ for salvation yet? 

3) We’re NT Christians = “Little Christs”  

 -Not types or versions, but vessels filled with His Life! 

 



MEDITATION: Hebrews 8:6-10 (NLT) 
 

6) But now Jesus, our High Priest, has been given a ministry that is 

far superior to the old priesthood, for he is the one who mediates 

for us a far better covenant with God, based on better promises. 

7) If the first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no 

need for a second covenant to replace it. 8) But when God found 

fault with the people, he said: “The day is coming, says the LORD, 

when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and 

Judah. 9) This covenant will not be like the one I made with their 

ancestors when I took them by the hand and led them out of the 

land of Egypt. They did not remain faithful to my covenant, so I 

turned my back on them, says the LORD. 10) But this is the new 

covenant I will make with the people of Israel on that day, says the 

LORD: I will put my laws in their minds, and I will write them on 

their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. 
 

Even before the Beginning, The Trinity planned to create 

people to experience His love. After all, that’s what a loving 

God does – Right? He Creates people to be loved by Him! 
 

For centuries, God promised to bless people by being their God 

and making them His people to fulfill the purpose for which 

they were created! But those He called out to be His continually 

rejected Him. So God, neither surprised nor daunted by their 

faithlessness, provided human representatives to temporarily 

rescue them from the consequences of their distrust/sin:  

 -Leaders like Moses, Aaron & Joshua 

 -Judges like Elijah, Samuel, Ehud 

 -Kings like Saul, David and Solomon 

 -Exiles like Jeremiah, Ezra & Nehemiah 
 

Each of these human representatives depicted some character-

istic of the Coming Messiah – God’s ultimate solution to 

permanently create a people to enjoy His love forever! Each one 

was an imperfect “version” who set the stage to identify the 

Savior – Jesus Christ, the only true Rescuer of all humanity! 

 

Sermon in a Sentence: Daniel Prefigures Jesus! 
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