
 June 9, 2019      The Invisible God Made Visible! 

       Colossians 1:15-20 
 

God has appeared in many different forms throughout the history 

of mankind. To the Israelites, His presence was manifested in a 

cloud by day and a fire-cloud by night. To Abraham He appeared 

in the form of 3 angels delivering the news of Sarah’s impending 

& miraculous conception of Isaac. To Moses God appeared as a 

burning bush & a powerful storm at Mt Sinai. God wrestled with 

Jacob & spoke to Joshua as Commander of the Lord’s Armies!  

 Most of us would give just about anything to see God – in 

any form! But the reality is that seeing may not help our faith – 

the conviction of things not seen! As Jesus said to Thomas the 

Doubter: “You believe because you have seen Me. Blessed are 

those who believe without seeing Me!” (John 20:29) And you 

know…we are! We are blessed with a greater sensitivity to 

God’s presence when we learn that the normal Christian 

experience includes, even demands, a spiritual receptivity  

assuring us that God IS present with us at every moment. 

 This spiritual receptiveness can be difficult to develop & 

even harder to explain! But if we’re asked: “What is God really 

like?” We answer: “Jesus!” Bible says: “He is the radiance of 

God’s glory, the exact representation of His nature.” (Heb 1:2)  
 

     READ: Colossians 1:15-20 (NLT) (especially15, 19-20) 

 

 When we read the Gospel accounts, we “see” God in Jesus 

teaching, healing, working miracles, & loving/caring for people. 

     -If you want to know what God is like, just watch Jesus! 

     -If you want to know how God acts, Jesus shows you! 

     -If you want to know what God sounds like, listen to Jesus! 

     -If you want to know how God loves, Jesus makes it evident! 

 Why? Because Jesus is the visible image of the invisible 

God! Jesus, the man, shows us what God is like in the context of 

our world, our relationships, our experiences, & our problems. 

God, in all His fullness, was pleased to live in Jesus; so whatever 

you read Jesus doing…God is doing in/thru Him! Jesus made 

the invisible God visible to those He met during His earthly 

ministry! But, what if you didn’t live when Jesus made God 

visible? How can we see Him now? The mystery of the Gospel! 

If Jesus made God visible then, and He lives in us now…then it 

stands to reason that He still makes God visible thru us! So, now 

if you want to know what God is like, just look at Jesus in us!  

 Years ago, WWJD was very popular. Remember? And 

like so many other adages/quips, it was catchy, but flawed! It was 

a great question to remind us that we’re here to know & do God’s 

will. But it also created a disconnect with Jesus – who apparently 

couldn’t show up in our circumstances! WWJD – if He were 

here, if He were actually in you living His life thru you, if the 

Christian life was really Jesus, not merely an imitation of Jesus!  

 Daniel taught us the truth: Jesus is with us, present in 

every situation. And since the OT, God no longer dwells in 

tabernacles, temples or church buildings! made by human hands; 

now God lives in human vessels made by His Hands. It seems 

that God couldn’t be satisfied just being near us; He had to come 

closer, come into us, to be our internal Source of life, peace, joy 

& help. Why? To prove to us that we are His, we belong to Him, 

& He’s not afraid of our humanity, or repulsed by our sin, or put 

off by our learning curve. How is it possible for us to think any 

thing other than God truly loves us, wants us, and that we are 

safe in His presence, secure in His grip, and enjoyed as His 

companions? This is the mystery of the Gospel – Jesus in us! 

 God has multiplied His image on earth thru every believer 

Jesus, the visible manifestation of the invisible God, can now be 

seen in us – wherever we go, wherever we are, we are what 

Jesus is like in human flesh; just as He is what God is like in 

Human flesh! This truth is not meant to be merely theoretical, 

but practical! And while the practical application in each of us is 

far from perfect, it is the purpose of our lives: God in our flesh, 

living our lives, loving our friends & family, speaking encourag-

ing words to our children, telling our miraculous stories, making 

our glorifying choices, & solving our perplexing problems. God 

is in Jesus; Jesus is in us; we make God visible in this world! 
 

INVITATION: Truths to Practice this Week! 

1) Don’t React out of human emotions: Let Jesus Act in/thru you 

2) Stop thinking you’re alone: Start acting like Jesus is with you 



MEDITATION: Exodus 40:34-38 (NLT) 
 34) Then the cloud covered the Tabernacle, and the glory of 

the LORD filled the Tabernacle. 35) Moses could no longer enter the 

Tabernacle because the cloud had settled down over it, and the glory 

of the LORD filled the Tabernacle. 

 36) Now whenever the cloud lifted from the Tabernacle, the 

people of Israel would set out on their journey, following it. 37) But 

if the cloud did not rise, they remained where they were until it 

lifted. 38) The cloud of the LORD hovered over the Tabernacle 

during the day, and at night fire glowed inside the cloud so the whole 

family of Israel could see it. This continued throughout all their 

journeys. 

 Some of us might read this and actually be envious of the 

Israelites 3400 years ago! Why? Because God made Himself 

visible to them every day. Though He could never appear in His 

true form, God demonstrated His presence to His people in the 

form that they could tolerate and understand: a cloud by day and 

a fire-cloud by night. Can you imagine looking outside your tent 

or raising your eyes from tending herds or taking a break from a 

project and seeing the visible presence of God in the center of the 

encampment? Can you image the comfort, peace & security 

God’s visible presence must have given His people every day? 
 

Sermon in a Sentence: The Invisible God Made Visible! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colossians 1:15-20 (NLT) 
15) Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before 

anything was created and is supreme over all creation,  

 
16) for through him God created everything in the heavenly realms 

and on earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can’t 

see—such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the 

unseen world. Everything was created through him and for him.  
 

17) He existed before anything else, and he holds all creation 

together. 

  

18) Christ is also the head of the church, which is his body. He is the 

beginning, supreme over all who rise from the dead. So he is first in 

everything. 

 

19) For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, 

 

20) and through him God reconciled everything to himself. He made 

peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s 

blood on the cross. 
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