
Jan 13, 2019        THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD 

                  Daniel 1 

 

Sovereignty is defined as: supreme authority – all power & the 

right to use it! Sovereignty deals with ultimate control, purpose, 

& methods by which God produces outcomes that achieve His 

desired effect. Ultimately, Sovereignty means that God controls 

world events to bring about the end He has already decided on! 

 When we talk about God’s Sovereignty, I want us to 

understand the term/concept in the same way: Sovereignty 

involves God controlling outcomes in keeping with His 

purposes by His methods. Now, when I say “controlling 

outcomes,” I do not mean that God is making our choices for 

us! He is dedicated to giving people the right to exercise their 

own free will (which explains the Fall & evil in the world!) God 

does not violate man’s will to accomplish His purposes; rather, 

despite our choices, God works all things out to achieve His 

desired results (He works in a million dimensions simultan-

eously). As Paul testifies about God: “And we know that God 

works all things together for the good of those who love Him 

& are called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28) 

 SO, when “bad” things happen to Christians, God works 

these to benefit His children who would otherwise be ill-affect-

ed permanently. These tragedies, therefore, become “light & 

momentary trials,” as we continue trusting Him… unless we 

refuse to “perceive” God’s goodness thru them; miss His glory!  

 For example, in Daniel’s life, the centuries of Israel’s 

faithlessness, generation after generation, brought about what 

God threatened: judgment in exile! But Daniel doesn’t blame 

God for being Righteous, for bringing judgment against sin or 

for exiling His people in order to cull a faithful remnant. He 

doesn’t sulk & complain bitterly; Daniel simply chooses to 

honor God in the new, unfamiliar, ungodly setting of Babylon! 

 Daniel 1 identifies 3 recurring principles of God’s work 

for the good of His people – then & now! READ: Daniel 1 
 

 

1) Sovereignty of God (2,9,19-21) = authority: might & right 

 -“God gave…” – these things happened b/c God allowed 

 -King Neb destroyed Jeru. & plundered temple treasures 

 -God will not be mocked! We’ll see why in chapter 5 
 

 

2) Staging by God (6,8-14) = conflicts present crises of belief 

 -Conflict leads to a “crisis of belief” for Christians 

 -Crises of belief move faith forward personally/in world 

 -Conflicts are necessary to demonstrate God’s S. & S. 
 

     2 biblical reasons for new names:  

 1) God gives a person who comes to faith a new name  

 2) Conquering king gives new names to captives 

     Both new names are given for the same reason: the person       

     is entering into a new kingdom/culture to serve a new king! 
 

 

3) Success thru God (14-16,20 + 1) = God ordained outcomes  

 -Believers are strengthened & influence others to trust 

 -King Neb will be influenced by God’s agents (will/ways) 

 -God succeeds in His predetermined end w/ His people 

 

I hope you recognize that these 3 principles of God’s work are 

also relevant for our lives. God’s Sovereignty over the course of 

world events is still being played out in our day/time. Without 

violating our choices – yet transforming us to want His good, 

acceptable and perfect will – God is grooming us to freely 

participate with Him in accomplishing His will His way on 

earth. We face conflicts between His Divine rule & the cultural 

& political rule of the day that create “crises of belief” that 

catapult us deeper into maturity of faith & dependence on Him. 

Like Daniel, we’re convinced by proofs of God’s Sovereignty. 

And finally, we are discovering a greater desire & straighter 

path to God-ordained outcomes that bring Him glory among all 

people as we testify about the successes of living life with Him! 

 

INVITATION: 

1) Do you believe God is Sovereign? 

2) Do you believe God is ultimately in Control? 

3) Do you believe God is WORKING GOOD in your life? 

 



MEDITATION: Matthew 28:18-20 (NAS 
18) And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority 

has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19) “Go therefore 

and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20) teaching them to 

observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 

even to the end of the age.” 
 

 In the movie Marley & Me, Marley is an unruly 

Labrador that goes to his first Dog Training lesson. His owners 

are told that they have the authority to command Marley’s 

actions by the tone of their voice. But they’ve lived with Marley 

and don’t believe he’ll respond to their authority to command 

his behavior – and soon we all discover they’re right!  

 I wonder if Satan/demons are like that? Perhaps they 

don’t have to respond to us when we don’t believe that we have 

Christ’s authority over them! But Jesus said, All authority in 

Heaven and earth is Mine! That makes Me Sovereign over 

all! Therefore, as my regents with My authority – My Power 

and the right to use it – I am sending you! As you Go thru life, 

convince people that I will save them from their oppressive 

slavery to Satan, sin and eternal death.  

 Do you believe in God’s Sovereignty – Supreme Power 

and the right to use it?  
 

 Sermon in a Sentence: The Sovereignty of God! 

 

 

Sovereignty of God           Daniel 1:2,9,17-21 
2) The Lord gave him (King Neb) victory over King Jehoiakim 

of Judah and permitted him to take some of the sacred objects from 

the Temple of God. So Nebuchadnezzar took them back to the land 

of Babylonia and placed them in the treasure-house of his god. 9) 

Now God had given the chief of staff both respect and affection for 

Daniel. 17) God gave these four young men an unusual aptitude for 

understanding every aspect of literature and wisdom. And God gave 

Daniel the special ability to interpret the meanings of visions and 

dreams. 18) When the training period ordered by the king was 

completed, the chief of staff brought all the young men to King 

Nebuchadnezzar. 19) The king talked with them, and no one 

impressed him as much as Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 

So they entered the royal service. 20) Whenever the king consulted 

them in any matter requiring wisdom and balanced judgment, he 

found them ten times more capable than any of the magicians and 

enchanters in his entire kingdom. 21) Daniel remained in the royal 

service until the first year of the reign of King Cyrus. 

 

Staging by God          Daniel 1:6-14 

6) Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were four of the young 

men chosen, all from the tribe of Judah. 7) The chief of staff renamed 

them with these Babylonian names: Daniel was called Belteshazzar. 

Hananiah was called Shadrach. Mishael was called Meshach. Azariah 

was called Abednego. 8) But Daniel was determined not to defile 

himself by eating the food and wine given to them by the king. He 

asked the chief of staff for permission not to eat these unacceptable 

foods. 10) But he responded, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who 

has ordered that you eat this food and wine. If you become pale and 

thin compared to the other youths your age, I am afraid the king will 

have me beheaded.” 11) Daniel spoke with the attendant who had 

been appointed by the chief of staff to look after Daniel, Hananiah, 

Mishael, and Azariah. 12) “Please test us for ten days on a diet of 

vegetables and water,” Daniel said. 13) “At the end of the ten days, 

see how we look compared to the other young men who are eating 

the king’s food. Then make your decision in light of what you 

see.” 14) The attendant agreed to Daniel’s suggestion and tested them 

for ten days. 

 

Success thru God          Daniel 1:15-16,20 + 1 

15) At the end of the ten days, Daniel and his three friends looked 

healthier and better nourished than the young men who had been 

eating the food assigned by the king. 16) So after that, the attendant 

fed them only vegetables instead of the food and wine provided for 

the others. 20) Whenever the king consulted them in any matter 

requiring wisdom and balanced judgment, he found them ten times 

more capable than any of the magicians and enchanters in his entire 

kingdom.   1) During the third year of King Jehoiakim’s 

reign in Judah, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came to Jerusalem 

and besieged it. 
 

 

“Exercise?” I thought you said “extra fries!” 
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