
Sept 3, 2017   The Heart of a Great God  

   (& the Belly of a Great Fish) 

 

God loves much! He can’t help it: it’s His greatest quality! From 

God’s love comes grace, forgiveness, righteousness, goodness, 

mercy and justice. Love is so much a part of God’s nature that it 

is the one word the scripture uses to define Him: (1John 4:16) 

 God’s love for all of humanity is the central theme of 

Jonah. God loved the Ninevites – though they were unworthy of 

it: worshipping idols, treating each other treacherously & domin-

ating other peoples of the world with extreme cruelty. Of them, 

God said, “they don’t know the difference between their right & 

left hands!” or in other words, their base instinct for life is com-

pletely devoid of spiritual insight; their ignorance is staggering! 

 God loves much! But what about Jonah…and what about 

us? How do we rank on Jesus’ scale: “He who is forgiven little, 

loves little. But he who is forgiven much, loves much!”? 
 

   (*Check Points: there are many parallels for us w/ Jonah; no   

   place to run/hide from HS! So: No guilt, just progress w/ Him) 

 

 READ: Jonah 1 (NIV) 

1-3) Jonah was given a message from the Lord to preach 

“against” Nineveh whose wickedness had risen up before Him. 

Why didn’t Jonah “jump at the chance” to declare judgment? 

 -Perhaps he’d preached the same message to Israel!? 

 -He knew their repentance would elicit God’s mercy! 

 -Jonah’s escape deprived both God & the Ninevites! 

The parallel between Jonah/Israel is that both were commanded 

to share God’s compassion with the world but unwilling to do so! 
 

Check point: Do you have a message from God @ salvation? 

  Are you speaking it or depriving God &…_____? 
 

4-6) Jonah ran from God’s divine assignment because of his 

prejudice against the Assyrians of Nineveh: he didn’t want to 

share God’s message for fear that they might receive mercy 

rather than judgment. So Jonah hid in the hull of a boat going to 

the end of the known world to escape the mission – and the 

success he feared it would bring among the Ninevites! It seems 

that, even when invited to pray to God to save sailors/ship, Jonah 

did not. Why? Because he already knew God’s heart! 
 

Check point: Where/Why are you hiding from God’s mission?  

 How do you avoid “preaching” God’s love to others? 

 What do you fear about delivering God’s message? 
 

7-9) Jonah admits to his identity – ethnic, vocational & religious! 

 -God can/will use any means to declare His will (cast lots) 
 

Check point: When asked, do you claim God by name – Jesus? 

  Are you defensive or gracious to those who ask? 
 

10-16) The sailors feared Jonah’s God who “…created the sea” 

 -Jonah told them where he should be & what he should do 

 -Sailors tried NOT to throw Jonah to certain death! They 

      were much kinder/considerate to him than he to them 

 -The storm instantly subsided when Jonah hit the water 

 -Sailors worshipped God – sacrifices & vows! -Does this 

  mean they believed? Yes – but if they came to real 

  faith, how might their lives show the change? 
 

Check point: When last did you invite anyone to worship God? 

  Has disobedience ever put you in harm’s way? 
 

17) God appointed a great fish to swallow (not eat) Jonah alive 

 -THE only safe place in the ocean! Food! Transportation! 

 -3 days/nights = reference to Christ’s death & resurrection 
 

Check point: When was the last time you were in distress AND 

   God’s will at the same time? 

   God cannot think/act in any unloving way toward you! 
 

This extraordinary tale is NOT a fishy story! Often, the prophets 

speak in symbolic – sometimes apocalyptic terms…but Jonah is 

not one of them. This writing is simply narrative – like most of 

the rest of the OT. That means that Jonah actually sat in the belly 

of a great fish thinking about the heart of His great God. What he 

decided there we will investigate next Sunday in Jonah chapter 2!  

 Part of the reason that Jonah ran away from delivering 

God’s message to those he hated was the measurement of Love 



& Forgiveness: Jonah’s love for God was limited to his 

understanding of the forgiveness of his sin: a Jew, raised up in 

the knowledge of God’s choice, was clearly more qualified for 

God’s favor than anyone of any other nation. But if Jonah had 

truly understood the extent of his sin, he would have known the 

full measure of God’s love to forgive it. This would have given 

Jonah a heart like God’s for the people of Nineveh! 

 For now, it’s enough for us to think about some of these 

check points and to reconcile our thoughts/actions to God’s will. 

He made us His witnesses when the Holy Spirit came upon us – 

at the point of our salvation! He never left it up to us or asked us 

to carry His mission and message into the world by our own 

strength: the Holy Spirit of God – all of God Himself in us – is 

the agent of the message & the muscle to get it done thru us! God 

intends on using our hearts, mouths, hands and feet to spread the 

Good News about Jesus! Why shouldn’t we join Him in it? 

 

INVITATION:  

1) What’s your next step in trusting the Spirit to speak God’s 

 love thru you? 

2) Will you ask the Spirit who He wants to approach first with 

 the Gospel of Jesus Christ? 

 

WORSHIP WITH CHILDREN: (Superman shirt/cape!) 

 Tell me the story of Jonah! So…we’ve got Jonah, a great 

fish, sailors, a boat, a storm…(recap their story!) 

 So…it feels like we’re missing something? Who does the 

bible tells us about? Is God involved in Jonah’s story? How? 

 God gave Jonah a message and sent him to Nineveh, a 

huge city with 120,000 people living in it, to tell them that God 

loved them. He wanted the people there to repent and worship 

Him. God used a great fish to help Jonah get there! 

 God is the hero of every story in the bible! He is always 

the main character who works with & thru people to do His will. 

So, whether we’re talking about Moses leading the Israelites out 

of slavery in Egypt, or Joshua leading God’s people into the 

Promised Land, or David killing Goliath or becoming King, God 

is there, God is the hero, and the bible is really His-story!    

WORSHIP IN MEDITATION: Luke 7:40-47 

 Do you remember the woman who washed Jesus’ feet 

with her tears, dried them with her hair & anointed them with 

expensive perfume? Luke tells us her story in chapter 7:38-50) 
40) Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” 

“Tell me, teacher,” he said. 41) “Two people owed money to a 

certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the 

other fifty. 42) Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so 

he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love him 

more?” 43) Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger 

debt forgiven.” “You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 44) Then 

he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this 

woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for 

my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her 

hair. 45) You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I 

entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46) You did not put oil on 

my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47) Therefore, I 

tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has 

shown (response to being forgiven). But whoever has been forgiven 

little loves little.” 

 Today, we’re going to use this same love/forgiveness 

formula on Jonah to see whether he is loving much or little; then,  

we’ll put ourselves under this magnifying glass as well! 

 

Sermon in a Sentence:  

The Heart of a Great God 

(and the Belly of Great Fish) 

 

Women’s Retreat Panel: Speaking of woman who love Jesus 

and who’ve recently encountered big fish at the beach (at least on 

a dinner plate!)…I’ve asked a few of our ladies to tell us about 

their experience at the “Refresh!” Women’s Retreat at PCB, FL. 

 (Loretta Bennett, Lisa Speegle & Ashley Teal) 
 

1) In what way(s) were you refreshed on this retreat? 

 

2) Did you learn anything new about yourself or others? 

 

3) How did you experience the Holy Spirit? 
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