
Nov 19, 2017  Community: God & His People 

      Hosea 13 & 14 
 

Thru Hosea, God clarifies His relationship with Israel in terms 

of intimacy: He is a husband to an unfaithful wife & a Father 

to children who aren’t His. God cries out to Israel: repent & 

return to this exclusive, intimate relationship with Me! 

 From the beginning, God has been calling a people to 

Himself – to know Him in intimate fellowship & do His will on 

earth. But “His” people have always had difficulty “leaving the 

world’s ways!” God’s people must “come out” from among all 

other people of the world to be separated unto Him exclusively. 

Our rebirth by His Spirit makes us distinctly different from the 

world’s population of “natural, unspiritual” people. And yet, our 

most common problem in following Christ has always been our 

desire to blend in with, and even please, the people of this world!  

 Today, God is asking us to adjust to this ONE truth: 
“Because of the cross of Christ, our interest in this world has been 

crucified, and the world's interest in us has also died!” (Gal 6:14) 

 PRAY: 
 

This morning, we finish our study of Hosea. The final chapters 

are both sad & hopeful! The problem is fully revealed in 13:2 

 READ: Hosea 13:2-10 (NLT) 

 

The question is: How did Israel get in such a mess in the first 

place? The Answer: By Ignoring God’s instructions to avoid 

intimate associations with the people of the world! 

 READ: Exodus 34, Judges 3, & Psalm 106 
 

**Marrying within your community of faith has been God’s idea 

from the beginning! Becoming intimately involved with 

unbelievers, pagans, natural & unspiritual people is not God’s 

idea of missions! Are we to share with them God’s promise of 

salvation in Jesus Christ? Of course! But not within the context 

of intimate relationships! In fact, it’s not just marriage between 

believers and unbelievers that God does not condone: it’s any 

close association, deep friendship or business partnership! Why? 

Because pagans will influence us more than we will them! And  

the risk is simply too great! Even if they do not worship any 

god…soon, neither will you! It’s not that Believers under the NC 

will share the fate of unbelieving Israel: for we have already been 

released from God’s judgment thru salvation (John 3:18, Rom 

8:2). But the consequences of leaving our First Love is a life of 

misery and fruitlessness rather than one of blessing! 

 Take heed: God is calling you/me to be separated from 

the world and it’s people! Apply this truth to your own life and 

help other Christians to do the same – or suffer the deplorable & 

debilitating consequences of less than the best life lived on earth!  
 

 

So…How does Israel get out of such a mess? (Could read Ezra!) 
 

 READ: Hosea 14:1-8 (NLT) 

 

Relationship with God – knowing and being known in a relation-

ship of intimate fellowship/communion – comes into sharpest 

focus in Jesus Christ. Here is God among men & a man of God: 

sharing God’s knowledge, power, mission & ministry. Jesus is 

the perfect example of the intimate relationship God wants 

with every believer. 

 That which was always difficult for mankind to fathom is 

now impossible for us to ignore: God has loved us into His life to 

share the intimacy of knowing fully and being fully known!  
 Now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in a 

mirror, but then we will see everything with perfect clarity. All that I 

know now is partial and incomplete, but then I will know everything 

completely, just as God now knows me completely. 1Cor 13:12 (NLT) 

 

 

 INVITATION TO RESPOND PERSONALLY: 

 

1) Are you honoring/obeying God’s instructions in your  

 associations & relationships?  

 

2) Are you enjoying life with God in intimate communion?  

  

 



Exodus 34:10-16 (NLT) 
10) The LORD replied, “Listen, I am making a covenant with 

you in the presence of all your people. I will perform miracles that 

have never been performed anywhere in all the earth or in any 

nation. And all the people around you will see the power of the 

LORD—the awesome power I will display for you. 11) But listen 

carefully to everything I command you today. Then I will go ahead 

of you and drive out the Amorites, Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, 

Hivites, and Jebusites. 

12) “Be very careful never to make a treaty with the people who 

live in the land where you are going. If you do, you will follow their 

evil ways and be trapped. 13) Instead, you must break down their 

pagan altars, smash their sacred pillars, and cut down their Asherah 

poles. 14) You must worship no other gods, for the LORD, whose 

very name is Jealous, is a God who is jealous about his relationship 

with you. 

15) “You must not make a treaty of any kind with the people 

living in the land. They lust after their gods, offering sacrifices to 

them. They will invite you to join them in their sacrificial meals, and 

you will go with them. 16) Then you will accept their daughters, who 

sacrifice to other gods, as wives for your sons. And they will seduce 

your sons to commit adultery against me by worshiping other gods.  
 

 

Judges 3:5-7 (NLT 
5) So the people of Israel lived among the Canaanites, Hittites, 

Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, 6) and they intermarried 

with them. Israelite sons married their daughters, and Israelite 

daughters were given in marriage to their sons. And the Israelites 

served their gods. 
 

 

Psalm 106:34-39 (NLT) 
34) Israel failed to destroy the nations in the land, as the LORD had 

commanded them. 35) Instead, they mingled among the pagans and 

adopted their evil customs. 36) They worshiped their idols, which led 

to their downfall. 37) They even sacrificed their sons and daughters 

to the demons. 38) They shed innocent blood, the blood of their sons 

and daughters. By sacrificing them to the idols of Canaan, they 

polluted the land with murder. 39) They defiled themselves by their 

evil deeds, and their love of idols was adultery in the LORD’s sight. 

 

WORSHIP IN MEDITATION: 2Cor 6:14-18 (NLT) 
14) Don’t team up with those who are unbelievers. How can 

righteousness be a partner with wickedness? How can light live with 

darkness? 15) What harmony can there be between Christ and the 

devil? How can a believer be a partner with an unbeliever? 16) And 

what union can there be between God’s temple and idols? For we 

are the temple of the living God. As God said: “I will live in them 

and walk among them. I will be their God, and they will be my 

people 17) Therefore, come out from among unbelievers, and 

separate yourselves from them, says the LORD. Don’t touch their 

filthy things, and I will welcome you. 18) And I will be your Father, 

and you will be my sons and daughters, says the LORD Almighty.” 

 

Disregarding God’s instructions about not developing intimate 

relationships with unbelievers will likely do much more damage 

to you/your life than to them/theirs. Why? Because: 

 1) They cannot know who we truly are/have become! 

 2) Their unbelief will affect us adversely! 

When I was dating to find my wife, I heard about “missionary 

dating:” dating unbelievers in order to “bring the to salvation in 

Christ!” The one big problem: the unbeliever always had greater 

influence over the believer than vice-versa! 

 

 3) “Missionary dating” is justified lust! 

 4) A perfect recipe for self-destruction! 

When we were raising our girls, if a boy asked either Christian or 

Heather on a date (after age 16), the girls knew it was up to them 

to find out whether that boy was a Christian or not – not just by 

what church he went to, but by the testimony of salvation and 

evidence of his faith-walk with Jesus!  

 They didn’t understand the seriousness at first; but the fact 

is that everyone you know has married someone they dated – and 

God does not want Christians married to unbelievers! 

 God’s desire for us is to enjoy rich, intimate fellowship – 

with Him first, & with those who know Him in Spirit and Truth!  
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