
Nov 12, 2017  THE TRUE ISRAEL OF GOD! 

    Hosea 11 & 12 
 

One of the most important biblical concepts for Christians to 

understand is how the Old Testament (First Covenant) and the 

New Testament (Final Covenant) “fit together” in one unit that 

reveals God’s complete design for eternal fellowship with man. 

Two problems in fitting these 2 covenants together is remember-

ing that: 1) God reveals His plan progressively thru time, from 

Creation to Christ; from physical models to spiritual realities, and 

2) that God’s truths include both literal & symbolic meanings.  

 OT Prophecy plays a major role in conveying God’s truths 

gradually thru symbolism. Our God, as an eternal, omniscient 

Being, speaks prophecy that has one meaning yesterday, a 

broader meaning today, & an expanded meaning tomorrow – but 

each meaning is true in time! The Bible is full of examples:  

1) Promised Land – Garden of Eden; Canaan; New heaven/earth 

2) “Tabernacle” – mobile tent; temple in land; body of believer 

3) Substitute sacrifice – Abe’s ram; Aaron’s sac. system; Jesus 

4) People of God – A/E; Israel; all who repent/believe in Jesus 

 Today, we’ll examine the prophetic name, “The Israel of 

God,” to see how it’s true meaning changes and expands thru the 

history of God’s work among mankind from beginning to end! 

Hosea 11 & 12 will speak of each of our 3 contenders as “Israel” 

– Jacob, the OT Nation of God’s people, & Jesus the Christ.  
  

READ: Hosea 11:1 

1) “When Israel was a child, I loved him, and I called my son 

  out of Egypt” 

*Immediate context = Israel #2, the Nation of Jacob’s 12 sons 

 -refers to the Exodus (deliverance) out of Egypt (v 2-11) 

 -God “formed” Abe’s offspring to rec’v blessg (Ex 4) 

 -Israel first worshiped God as His nation at Mt Sinai 
 

*But, Jesus says this prophecy refers to Him (Matt 2:13-15) 

 -800 yrs later, the same prophecy is true again, yet difftly! 

 -The NT is the best interpreter of the OT; Jesus fulfills! 

  -the Nation is the “model;” Jesus is the “reality!” 
 

*But Jacob also came out of Egypt to be buried in Canaan (P.L.) 

 -Genesis 32:22-28 & Genesis 35:10  

 -Before he was born/had done anything, God loved Jacob! 
 

*Finally, this prophecy is now true @ you – if you’re a believer! 

 -God called you out of Egypt (sin) because He loves you! 

 -God made you to be His son/daughter thru faith in Christ 

  -Rom 2:28-29 (NLT) 
 

     And that’s just the first verse!!!  
 

READ: Hosea 11:2-7: Which Israel? Clearly, the Nation in view 

 -If Israel does not “return to God,” they will to slavery! 

 -Mankind is always either under God (blessing) or cursed  
 

READ: Hosea 11:8-11: The Hope (Conf. Exp.) of Israel’s return 

 -The problem with the world’s view of “self-made” men – 

  They take credit for what God has given/done! 

 -“for I am God…and I did not come to destroy!”  

 -John 3:17 – “For God did not send His Son into…” 

 -A promise from God: “I will bring them home again!” 

  -God did so without, violating human will, in Jesus 
 

READ: Hosea 12:3-6: Which Israel? Jacob, then the Nation (v6) 

 - Are you always depending on Him? 
 

READ: Hosea 12:7-10: Which Israel? The Nation of Jacob’s 12 

 -1 of 4 definitions for sin: unjust balances, weights, scales 
 

READ: Hosea 12:12-13: Which Israel? Jacob until name change 

 

Conclusion:  

We are not the only audience to misunderstand God’s truths as if 

they were only literal: the Pharisees did as well! They under-

stood God’s Messiah to be a deliverer: not from the eternal, 

unseen enemy of sin/death/hell, but from the literal, temporal rule 

of the Romans! They did not recognize Jesus as Savior of God’s 

people b/c their only concern was Abraham’s lineage.  

 The OT offers physical examples of spiritual realities; but 

these physical examples are mere shadows of the real things! 
 

ILLUS. A shadow is cast when Light hits a real Object – but the 

shadow is not the real! OT foreshadows Jesus – the Real Thing! 



INVITATION TO RESPOND PERSONALLY: 

1) Will you learn to let God’s truths be both literal & symbolic? 
 

2) Since God speaks words that are eternally true, will you 

 trust what He says to you today? 
 

 

 

 1) The Nation of descendants (12 sons/tribes of Jacob) 

Exodus 4:21-23: 21) And the LORD told Moses, “When you arrive 

back in Egypt, go to Pharaoh and perform all the miracles I have 

empowered you to do. But I will harden his heart so he will refuse to 

let the people go. 22) Then you will tell him, ‘This is what the 

LORD says: Israel is my firstborn son. 23) I commanded you, “Let 

my son go, so he can worship me.” But since you have refused, I will 

now kill your firstborn son!’” 

 

 2) The Final Israel = the only begotten Son of God 

Matthew 2:13-15: …an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape 

to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for 

the child to kill him.” So he got up, took the child and his mother 

during the night and left for Egypt, where he stayed until the death 

of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the 

prophet (Hosea): “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

 

3) Jacob becomes Israel: 

Genesis 32:22-28: 22) During the night Jacob got up and took his 

two wives, his two servant wives, and his eleven sons and crossed the 

Jabbok River with them. 23) After taking them to the other side, he 

sent over all his possessions. 24) This left Jacob all alone in the 

camp, and a man came and wrestled with him until the dawn began 

to break. 25) When the man saw that he would not win the match, he 

touched Jacob’s hip and wrenched it out of its socket. 26) Then the 

man said, “Let me go, for the dawn is breaking!” But Jacob said, “I 

will not let you go unless you bless me.” 27) “What is your name?” 

the man asked. He replied, “Jacob.” 28“Your name will no longer be 

Jacob,” the man told him. “From now on you will be called Israel, 

because you have fought with God and with men and have won.” 

 

 4) All Believers in Christ become God’s True Israel! 

Romans 2:28,29a (NLT) 
28) For you are not a true Jew just because you were born of Jewish 

parents or because you have gone through the ceremony of 

circumcision. 29) No, a true Jew is one whose heart is right with 

God. And true circumcision is not merely obeying the letter of the 

law; rather, it is a change of heart produced by God’s Spirit. 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP IN MEDITATION: Hosea 11:1 

Do you remember the game, “To Tell the Truth”? One notable 

person and two impostors would answer questions from a panel 

whose job it was to discover which was truly the notable guest! 

Each panelist voted, & then: “Will the real __  please stand up!” 
 

This morning in scripture, we have a similar situation: we have 

three who claim to be the true Israel of God – and we’re going to 

figure out who’s telling the truth about that claim!  

     1) First contender as Israel: Jacob, Isaac’s son 

 -Esau’s younger twin; “Deceiver;” absconds w/ E’s blessg  

 -Wrestles w/ God’s Angel; renamed Israel = God strives 

     2) Next contender as Israel: the Nation of Jacob’s 12 sons 

 -The descendants of Abe, Isaac & Jacob = Nation of Israel 

 -God strives with Nation thru faithlessness, exile & return   

     3) Final contender as Israel: Jesus, the Christ! 

 -From Jacob & Nation; “both sides” mother & step-father 

 -Jesus is: God striving with man as man to reverse curse! 

 

All three are “God’s son” in one way or another & all three were 

called out of Egypt at some point! So…  
 

  “Will the true Israel of God please stand up!” 
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