
October 22, 2017 MERCY RATHER THAN SACRIFICE 

         HOSEA 5 & 6 
 

When we stand back far enough from the historical cycle of 

Israel’s unfaithfulness, we see a holy God who deals with sinful 

man in an impressively loving & patient way. He did so in the 

garden with A/E after the fall, clothing them with skins from a 

blood sacrifice He mediated on their behalf. God did so with 

Israel when they refused to follow Him into the Promised Land; 

and yet never went hungry, thirsty or without clothing while they 

wandered in the wilderness. And ultimately, He did so by coming 

in the flesh to take our place in death so that we might share His 

place in Life & Love! Our God is incredibly more remarkable in 

His love for us than we can even imagine – but today…let’s try! 

 

  READ: Hosea 5:3- 

3) Ephraim – the greatest of 10 northern tribes, falls to idolatry! 

4) “Their deeds will not allow them to return to their God!” 

 -Repentance requires: conviction of sin & desire to change  

 “spirit of harlotry is in them; they don’t know the Lord”  

      -NT parallel statement is when Jesus said:  

  “Depart from me, for I never knew you!” 

  -“religious actions” empty of love & relationship! 

5) …pride of Israel testifies against him;   

 -Israel now referred to as “him,” – not her, God’s wife! 

 -Pride is the root of all sin: autonomy, self-rule, egotism 

6) “the Lord has withdrawn from them; He will not be found!” 

This is a frightening statement! The omni-present God removes 

Himself from the people He chose to make His own because they 

refused to be His! When the Lord withdraws, He removes His 

protection and provision also, as seen in v.14.  

 Do you know why NT Christians never need to fear that 

God will withdraw from us? Because Jesus has finished His work 

of reconciliation! Thru the cross, Christ forgave our sin and gave 

us righteousness for a permanent relationship with God in which 

we are joined together in one Spirit with Him! God does not 

want to depart from us, nor can He now do so!  

7) “Israel’s treachery against the Lord is evident in illegitimate 

children – those who don’t know God” – who are not taught by 

parents to worship Him; not told of His miraculous exploits; not 

participating in His festivals! (their purpose was to Remember!) 

 Again, this must cause us as parents/grands to consider 

how to pass along our faith-stories with God to children! To 

assume that children who are raised going to church will “come 

to faith” is to rely on a routine that’s already been shown to foster 

emptiness, faithlessness & a lack of loving relationship! (v.4) 
 

11,12) Ephraim is crushed b/c he followed man’s command!  

 -This fear of man often thwarts our obedience to God!  

 -Which man? Israel – the example of trading God for idols 

    -God becomes as insignificant as a moth & as foul as Rot! 

13) Ephraim called out for help/healing to king Jareb of Assyria 

     How often do we look for help in the wrong places, not calling 

on Jesus but friends, family, money, or our own solutions? 

15) “I will go until they acknowledge guilt & seek/want Me!” 

 

 READ: Chapter 6:1-6 (NIV) 

1,2) “Return to the Lord” – a phrase that implies a relationship – 

but Israel (as a nation) doesn’t have one! They have broken the 

covenant; they’re ensnared by sin & consequences. Yet, notice 

the reference to restoration/new life! Jesus is God’s permanent 

solution for man’s unfaithfulness to the covenant relationship! 

3) “So…let us press on to know the Lord” 

 -He will come to us like the Spring rain (so welcome) 

4) God will solve the issue of their “fleeting” loyalty to Him!  

6) “I delight in mercy rather than sacrifice; in knowing Me 

 rather than empty worship routines” 

 -God gave the 10 C’s & Sacrificial system b/c of sin!  

 -But all along, what God wanted was love & gratitude! 
 

Sacrifices and burnt offerings were required as an appropriate act 

of worship to cover sins of which the soul was convicted! And to 

aid the Jews in the recognizing sin, God gave the 10 C’s AND 

the sacrificial system. But these, like any action of worship, soon 

became routine, empty, robotic, merely “going thru the motions.”  

     Instead, what God has always desired from His people is 

mercy (Love) – that stimulates obedience from the heart, a desire 



to know Him intimately & to reflect His love/life to all people!  

 

Jesus quotes this in Mk 12:33 to explain His association w/ 

sinners: “To love Him with all your heart, with all your under-

standing, with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as you 

love yourself is more important than all the burnt offerings and 

sacrifices." Later, Paul sums up God’s Law in one, simple word: Love 
 “For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: 

  “Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Gal 5:14) 

  

 INVITATION TO RESPONS PERSONALLY: 

1) Have you confessed your sin & need for new life in Christ? 

 

2) Has worship become less than meeting God & His people and     

      more of a Sunday tradition?  

  

3) What’s the next step in refreshing your relationship with God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP IN MEDITATION: Matthew 9:10-13 (NIV) 
 

10) While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many 
tax collectors and sinners came and ate with him and his 
disciples. 11) When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his 
disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 
sinners?” 12) On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy 
who need a doctor, but the sick. 13) But go and learn what this 
means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners.” 

  The religious leaders of Jesus day thought they were 

righteous because they worshipped thru sacrifices at the temple. 

But Jesus points out that God would rather have worshippers 

who deal honestly & mercifully with themselves & others rather 

than those who merely satisfy a requirement of His law! 

 Jesus knew what the religious leaders did not: there are no 

righteous people born on earth; no, not one! Jesus knew the 

whole human race was sin-sick – in fact, deathly ill! But only 

those who admit their need by confessing their sin can be helped 

by God to new life by a new birth of His Spirit. Those who refuse 

to admit their need – who believe they’re already good enough – 

miss out on the exchange of a lifetime: spiritual death that leads 

to resurrection life! 

 

Sermon in a Sentence: Mercy Rather then Sacrifice! 

 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION: Ephesians 3:16-20 

“Now, may God grant you, according to the riches of His glory, 

to be strengthened with power by His Spirit in the inner man so 

that Christ may dwell in your hearts thru faith and that you, 

being rooted and grounded in love, may be…filled up to all the 

fullness of God.” 

 

 

 

http://biblehub.com/matthew/9-10.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/9-11.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/9-12.htm
http://biblehub.com/matthew/9-13.htm

