
June 23, 2019      SALVATION: Converted & Conforming 

        Colossians 2:1-10 
 

“To make Jesus a part of your life, but not the point of your 

life, is to waste your life!” Paul says Jesus is not just “IN” your 

life; He “IS” your life – your everyday, walking around kind of 

life! But the process of going from IN to IS – being sanctified – 

can be hampered if we do not understand the How & Who of it! 

 -We’re saved by grace thru faith in Christ as a gift of God  

 -After that, we think it’s up to us to live it out successfully! 

Being sanctified means inwardly experiencing and outwardly 

expressing your new holy identity. We experience holiness in our 

new, spirit-nature by rebirth – a one-time event of conversion 

from Sinner to Saint with ongoing effects. We express this 

holiness thru our Soul (mind, will, emotions) & body in the 

process of Sanctification. Being sanctified means learning to trust 

Christ’s Spirit in us to live His holy life here & now in our skin! 
 

 READ: Colossians 2:1-10 (NLT) w/ focus on vs 6-7 
 

     These 5 questions will help us understand the process of Sanc! 
 

1) How are we sanctified? The exact same way we’re converted!  

-By grace (unearned favor) thru faith (confident trust) in Christ! 

 -The HS works to help us live out our new, holy identities 

 -God’s Resurrection power is brought to bear on our Soul 

 -He terminates our conforming to the world’s ways 

 -He instigates our transforming in Christ by mind renewal    

     In other words, WE ARE NOT SANCTIFIED by: 

 -Trying hard to change ourselves, be better or more godly 

 -Depending our capabilities/talents/faculties for holiness 

 -Praying that God changes our circumstances/resources 
 

2) What does it mean to “be being sanctified whenever it’s 

now?”  Maturing in the outward expression of the inward change 

    -Conversion = new Spirit-nature identity as Saint (Rom 8:10) 

    -Sanctification = thinking, choosing, acting holy (1Pet 1:14-16) 

    -Progressing in consistency, frequency, accuracy (Col 1:9b-11) 
 

    *How can this “play out” in our lives?  Quote Dr. Greg Boyd 

 

3) How does Holy Spirit ensure the process of sanctification? 

     7 things the Holy Spirit Does in/with/for us – but not “to” us! 

 -HS reveals Christ’s righteousness (right ways) of living 

 -HS guides us to think, speak, & act in Christ-like ways 

 -HS empowers us to experience & express our holiness 

 -HS weans us from our old way of selfish thinking/acting 

 -HS generates God’s love for others to serve their needs 

 -HS enlightens us to see life & circumstances His way 

 -HS ensures us of God’s constant presence, love & care 
 

4) Can we hinder His progress in any or all of these areas? 

     *Yes! But He cannot fail to sanctify every believer! 

     -Transformation = collaborative work of Power & permission 

  -Conversion creates the desire to know/please Him 

  -Sanctification = method of knowing/pleasing Him 

 -READ: Heb 10:14 – “For by that one offering He for-

        ever made perfect those who are being made holy.” 

  -He made perfect = God has finished, completed  

       -Verb = Perfect, Indicative, Active 

       -New Spirit-nature Identity – you’ve been saved 

  -Those being made holy = those being sanctified 

       -Verb = Present, Participle, Passive 

       -Transforming your Soul to reflect new identity 
 

5) Is it too much to expect us to enjoy the process of holy 

living? No! In fact, I believe this posture becomes unavoidable! 
 

-ILLUS. I remember when fear of God’s ways of right-living 

(the hard way!) subsided in me so that I willingly submitted to 

Him, even though following would be difficult, uncomfortable, 

humiliating…counter-intuitive! I simply stopped arguing, 

surrendered in submission (each time), & trusted that He was for 

me & with me in living out His will thru me! This is the way 

Jesus becomes the point of our lives, not just a part of our lives! 
 

Truths to Practice This Week: 

1) Doing the best YOU can is no way to live out your Holiness 

2) Letting God have His way intentionally is living out Holiness 

3) What change will allow Spirit to live more fully in you now?  

 



MEDITATION: Ezekiel 36:26-27 (NLT) 
26) And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in 

you. I will take out your stony, stubborn heart and give you a tender, 

responsive heart. 27) And I will put my Spirit in you so that you will 

follow my decrees and be careful to obey my regulations. 

 

I'll place my Spirit within you, empowering you to live according to 

my regulations and to keep my just decrees.  International Standard  

 

…because I will put my Spirit in you and make you eager to obey my 

laws and teachings. Contemporary English 
 

Clearly, God’s Holy Spirit is given to reside in us so that we: 

 -Follow God’s will & ways of living 

 -Are empowered to live according to God’s will & ways 

 -Are made eager to obey God’s will & ways 
 

This is how God fully satisfies His standard of perfect righteous-

ness in us: by forgiving our sins & changing our sinfulness – 

giving us new hearts & spirits (holy identities) AND ensuring 

that we live out our holiness by the presence & power of His 

Spirit in us (sanctifying our soul – mind, will, & emotions).  

 It is the Holy Spirit’s work to convert us from Sinners to 

Saints and to be continually conforming us to the image of 

Christ in thought, word & deed!  
 

     Sermon in a Sentence: Salvation: Converted & Conforming 

 

Quote: Letters From A Skeptic, Dr. Greg Boyd, page 80-1: 

“The main purpose of talking to God has little to do with asking 

for things...It’s to build a faith-filled, loving relationship with our 

Creator and Redeemer. A lot of times when I pray I simply get a 

picture of Jesus in my mind and let Him say to me what He wants 

to say to me, things I need to hear. I let Him remind me of my 

worth and lovability in His eyes because of what He’s done for 

me on Calvary. I let Him give me an experience of His love, and 

therefore of my value. I let Him begin to revamp some of the 

negative tapes I play in my mind from growing up. I let Him heal 

my memories. That’s how growth in the Christian life takes place 

in us – by being healed on the inside from resting in God’s love.”  

Colossians 2:1-10 (NLT) 

 1) I want you to know how much I have agonized for you and for 

the church at Laodicea, and for many other believers who have never met 

me personally. 2) I want them to be encouraged and knit together by strong 

ties of love. I want them to have complete confidence that they understand 

God’s mysterious plan, which is Christ himself. 3) In him lie hidden all the 

treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

 4) I am telling you this so no one will deceive you with well-crafted 

arguments. 5) For though I am far away from you, my heart is with you. 

And I rejoice that you are living as you should and that your faith in Christ 

is strong. 

 6) And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you 

must continue to follow him. 7) Let your roots grow down into him (having 

been firmly rooted in conversion), and let your lives be built on him (being 

clearly seen thru sanctification). Then your faith will grow strong in the 

truth you were taught, and you will overflow with thankfulness. 

 8) Don’t let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and high-

sounding nonsense that come from human thinking and from the spiritual 

powers of this world, rather than from Christ. 9) For in Christ lives all the 

fullness of God in a human body. 10) So you also are complete through 

your union with Christ, who is the head over every ruler and authority. 

 

Colossians 1:9b-11 – “that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will 

in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may walk in a 

manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in 

every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened 

with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all 

steadfastness and patience; joyously giving thanks to the Father who has 

qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.” 

 

1Peter 1:14-16 (NLT) - A Call to Holy Living 

14) So you must live as God’s obedient children. Don’t slip back into your 

old ways of living to satisfy your own desires. You didn’t know any better 

then. 15) But now you must be holy in everything you do, just as God who 

chose you is holy. 16) For the Scriptures say, “You must be holy because I 

am holy.” 

 

Hebrews 9:14 (God’s Word) 

Through the eternal Spirit & His sacrifice, Jesus offered himself to God 

and cleansed our consciences from the useless things we have done. Now 

we can serve the living God (with a clear conscience). 

Romans 8:10: “However, if Christ lives in you, your bodies are dead 

because of sin, but your spirits are alive because of righteousness (God’s 

approval).” 
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