
Jan 27, 2019          The Only Everlasting Kingdom 

                  Daniel 2:36-49 
 

Last week, we talked about God who is the Revealer of secrets. 

These secrets may be about the present or the future, may 

uncover our motives or methods, and may identify blessings or 

hardships. But whatever God reveals to us is intended to create 

in us confidence in knowing Him better and trusting Him more. 

 We see this principle clearly in Daniel’s experience with 

God. God revealed to Daniel King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream & 

interpretation: the immediate benefit was that Daniel, his friends 

& other diviners were spared; but the long-term result was that 

the king, & his subjects, began moving toward God in faith! 

 Dan 2 involves us with a mixture of 2 kinds of writing: 

-Narrative – as Daniel describes the events; interpreted literally  

-Prophecy – re: the King’s dream; interpreted symbolically 

 -ie: Kings & kingdoms represent nations & governments 

      -iron & clay represent unnatural alliances that break! 
 

SUMMARIZE: Daniel 2:24-30 

 -God answered Daniel (&friends’) prayer @ the dream 

 -Daniel tells Arioch not to kill the wise men of Babylon 

 -Daniel meets the king to tell him his dream & interp 

  READ: Dan 2:27-28  

 -King’s dream is about the future of the world 

 -He sees a statue of a man = man’s rule on earth 

  -Head = Gold (King Nebuchadnezzar) 

  -Chest/arms = Silver 

  -Belly/thighs = Bronze 

  -Legs = Iron 

  -Feet = Iron/clay 

 -Rock, cut from a mountain not by human hands, 

   obliterates the statue so that there is no trace 

 -This Rock grows to cover whole earth!  

 -God wants you, King Neb, to know about these things 
 

Why does God want King Neb & his kingdom to know?  

 -So they may believe in God and worship Him! 
 

READ: Daniel 2:36-43 (NLT) 

36) “Now we will tell the King what it means” 

 -1st person plural noun: Who is we? 

This is a prophecy about “eschatology” – revealing end times!  

37-43) Identify some Points of interest: 

 -Materials = kingdoms in descending value = inferior k’s 

 -Kingdoms of men represented run until the Recreation 

 -Kingdoms of men = nations/governments in all forms 

 -They will each try to gain strength thru alliances; NOT! 
 

44-45) “During reigns of those kings…God sets up a kingdom 

 1 – “kingdoms of men” continue after God sets up K. 

  Therefore, not limited to Persia, Greece, Rome 

 2 – God’s kingdom = “the rock” - eternal, unconquerable  

  -Christ is called “the Rock” – it refers to “His K” 

 3 – God’s Eternal Kingdom crushes all man’s kingdoms 

  -God’s Kingdom begins with Christ’s ministry 

   -Luke 17:9 – “the kingdom is now in you!” 

  -God’s Kingdom secured in Christ’s cross-work 

  -God’s Kingdom completed after Judgment/Recre 

46-49) The narrative ends with King Neb acknowledging God 

 but giving praise and honor to Daniel. 
 

Is this what God wants for King Neb & Babylonian k.?  

Does acknowledging God’s work equal a saving relationship? 

 -Phil 2:9-11 – everyone will acknowledge Jesus Christ 

   But not everyone will be saved! 

Is this the end of the story of God’s work in the king’s life? 
 

God will continue to work through the obedience of His regents 

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, & Azariah until King Nebuchadnez-

zar makes an appropriate response to God – to worship Him in 

faith! But until that time, we might see God rejoicing that Neb 

& his subjects have experienced one more revelation, and that 

he & they are one step closer to believing & worshipping God! 

 Is this how you see God working in the world & in you? 
 

INVITATION: 

1) Recognizing God’s faith-building experiences in your life? 

2) Are you learning to trust Him more thru these experiences? 

3) Are you helping others to worship/relationship to God? 



MEDITATION: John 11:1-14 (NLT) 
 

 1) A man named Lazarus was sick. He lived in Bethany with his 

sisters, Mary and Martha.  3) So the two sisters sent a message to 

Jesus telling him, “Lord, your dear friend is very sick.” 4) But 

when Jesus heard about it he said, “Lazarus’s sickness will not end 

in death. No, it happened for the glory of God so that the Son of 

God will receive glory from this.” 5) So although Jesus loved 

Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, 6) he stayed where he was for the next 

two days. 14) Then he told his disciples plainly, “Lazarus is 

dead. 15) And for your sakes, I’m glad I wasn’t there, for now you 

will really believe. Come, let’s go see him.” 
 

 For Believers, spiritual growth is all about moving thru 

one “faith-building” experience with Jesus after another. Some-

times we meet these “faith-building” experiences with the 

proper response of TRUST, and sometimes we don’t. But a few 

truths are clear: 
 1) God builds faith in us as He walks us thru experiences 

 2) God knows what our responses will be: Trust or Doubt 

 3) God continues staging experiences so we will trust Him 
 

He knows exactly how many experiences it will take until we trust!    

 And because He already knows our responses but doesn’t 

choose for us, there are no surprises for Him: no doubt that 

disappoints Him, no reluctance that aggravates Him, no refusal 

that frustrates Him – He simply continues in loving determina-

tion that we should know Him better & trust Him more!  

 He wants us to know & trust Him as fully as possible 

before we enter His presence so that our eternity with Him will 

be a glorious reward in His Everlasting Kingdom! 
 

 Sermon in a Sentence: The Only Everlasting Kingdom 

 

 

 

The rocks will cry out! The trees will clap their hands 

The Lamb of God slain before the foundation of the world 

Jesus is the Lion of Judah! Israel is the cultivated olive tree 
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