
Sept 6, 2020  COVID Church: Life Over Death 
       

The original title of Book: The Revelation of Jesus Christ to John 

Christ’s messages to these 7 churches that represent the world-

wide church in every generation are especially appropriate for us 

during this pandemic, or tribulation. While our current hardships 

do not come as persecution for our faith, this COVID condition 

can help us better understand Christ’s message – then and now! 

 Apocalypses writing developed in periods of persecution 

to give courage & hope as God’s people suffered for faith. This 

style/genre was known only to the Jews between 200 BC–AD 200. 

No other culture/civilization on earth wrote apocalyptic litera-

ture! Since it’s purpose was to give hope during persecution, 

apocalyptic writings are cryptic, using codes & metaphors to 

“hide the message from the general public & their persecutors.” 

Hiding the message in plain sight was enabled by the use visions 

& dreams, prophecies, angels, vivid symbolism, fantastical beasts 

& imagery, and numerology (numbers assigned special meaning)  

  What conditions precipitated this revelation from Christ to 

John? The encouragement needed by Christians who faced the 

most intense persecution Christ’s church ever experienced on 

earth! They needed assurance that the Lord knew what they were 

enduring; that He was with them in it, would bring them thru, & 

that in Him was life, even in certain death! This genre is what 

makes the “end times” so illusive to us: but we’ve been in them 

since Christ established God’s kingdom on earth in the hearts of 

believers by His indwelling Spirit (Acts 2:17)! So maybe they’re 

called the “last days” because the only biblical, cosmic event left 

is Christ’s Return before God’s final judgment of Life over death!  
 

 READ: Revelation 2:8-11 (NIV) 

8) Smyrna: The most splendid of the 7 cities – but it hadn’t 

always been! ATG rebuilt in 400 BC after annihilation 200 yrs 

earlier; so, the concept of death & resurrection was rooted in its 

history. Smyrna’s name derived from myrrh, a spice used in 

embalming. (You’ll remember this as a gift from the Wiseman at 

Jesus’ birth, foretelling of His death!) Smyrna was a seaport that 

produced/shipped myrrh all over the world, so “death” was the 

context of Smyrna’s culture, citizenry, livelihood, & success!  

 *Now - Listen again as a persecuted Christian, fearing for life!   

8)-“…to the angel of the church…” likely code for pastor/leader

 -“Him who is the First & Last, who died & came to life” 

      -First & Last = Eternal One, God Himself! But also: 

  -“first among many brethren to be raised to life” 

  -Last: He IS Resurrection Life – Conquered death! 

*Jesus always meets us where we are – in our context! He speaks 

our language, uses our cultural peculiarities, & takes responsi-

bility to communicate so that we understand! He proclaims to 

Church in the city of myrrh, “In Me, you have Life over death!” 
 

9) “I know…” you suffer from persecution & material poverty  

 -“but you are rich (in Spirit & truth)!” 

 -You suffer slander from false-brethren within the church  

 -“Judaizers” = Paul called them in Galatia; Jews whose 

  gospel was not by God’s grace & Christ’s finished 

  work, but by feeble efforts at self-righteousness.  

*Galatians 3:1-3: Oh foolish Christians! Did you receive the 

Holy Spirit by obeying the Law perfectly or by believing in 

Jesus Christ? You gained new life by the Spirit, so live new life 

by the Spirit! Only Christ’s gospel provides Life over death!  
 

10) Don’t be afraid! I see, I know, & I AM with you in suffering 

 -Satan will test you in prison for 10-days (complete time) 

    -peirazo = test: tempt to sin/fail; what God never does! 

    -dokimion = God tests to prove genuine faith successful 

 -“Be faithful even unto death…” not conditional phrase! 
  -ginomai = to be, to come into being, to become -  

   implying movement, motion, or growth!  

  -imprisonment test will help them become faithful 

       -Passive: God’s power acting upon the believer 

 -pistós ="persuaded" – believing as God persuades you 

  -faithful: fullness of faith, loyal to God’s persuasion  

Jesus says, “Don’t be afraid” b/c He is the strength & persuasion 

needed to victoriously endure the entire period of Satan’s test! 

      Smyrna was called the “crown of Asia,” because its buildings 

& pagan temples sat atop a cliff which, when viewed from sea, 

looked like a crown! God will give crowns of Life to Christians – 



true believers – at judgment. How do we “earn” this crown of 

life? By faithfulness, or fully believing the persuasion of God! 

Does our success depend on us? Can a true believer fail to 

“keep the faith” after conversion? NO! It depends on Christ & 

He is already victorious over death! It is His crown to give us! 
 

 ILLUS: Twisted Scripture, by Andrew Farley, pg 64 

“The bottom line is this: it’s not about us, our promises, or our 

ability to “continue,” “remain,” “abide,” or “holdfast.” Our 

salvation is not secured by our ability to keep faith in God.” 

Salvation is based on the finished work of Christ’s cross – His 

death and resurrection; He is the guarantor…and the Holy Spirit 

is the guarantee of our salvation! “Therefore, God, in Christ, is 

the One who makes certain that we continue in Him. We remain 

saved because we contain within us the power of His indestruct-

ible life – Jesus’ life! (We) will be saved as long as Jesus lives!” 
 

11) Crown of Life over the second death!  
 -“Crown of life” = Christ’s victory & authority over death 

Christ promises that Believers won’t be harmed by the 2nd  death 

 -1st  death = physical death before God’s judgment  

 -2nd death = spiritual death as a result of God’s judgment 
 

*Blessed are you when persecuted for My name sake for you 

will receive My victorious crown of Life over death! 
 

PRAY 

 

 

 

 

   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Rev 2:8-11 (NIV) 
 

8) “To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the 

words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came 

to life again.  

 

9) I know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich! I 

know about the slander (blasphemy) of those who say they are 

Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.  

 

10) Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, 

the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will 

suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of 

death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown. 

 

11) Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches. The one who is victorious will not be hurt at all by 

the second death. 
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