
DAILY DEVOTIONS:                           Week of Aug 31 – Sept 6, 2020
Revelation 2:8-11

MONDAY: Read Rev 2:8-11
Before starting, ask the Spirit to help you understand Jesus’ message as less accusatory than exhorting. 
Which of Jesus’ comments are most intriguing? Which offer greatest hope? Which concern or change?

TUESDAY: Read Rev 2:8-11 & 1:17-18
Ask the Spirit to teach you what you may not easily understand regarding Jesus’ exhortation. 
Jesus chooses different characteristics to identify His authority to each church. What is significant 
about Him being First & Last? How could you apply this truth to His word? To His resurrection? 
 

WEDNESDAY: Read Rev 2:8-11 & Rom 2:28-29 & Rom 5:3-5 & James 1:2 & 1John 2:18
Ask the Holy Spirit to help you be embraced by Jesus’ love in grace, mercy, & trust thru His instruction
What could Jesus mean when He calls them “rich” despite their suffering & poverty? Rich in what? 
The church in Smyrna was composed mostly of Gentile believers. How does Paul’s statement about the 
identity of true Jews help you understand v9? What would John have called these false brethren?

THURSDAY: Read Rev 2:8-11 & Daniel 1:12-15
Ask the Spirit to train you to see Jesus’ perspective so you know His priorities & understand His truths.
How do you feel when someone says, “Don’t be afraid!”? Do you feel any differently when it’s Jesus 
telling you? Why? What could “10” days mean? Where would Jesus be during this time of suffering? 

FRIDAY: Read Rev 2:8-11 & Revelation 20:14,15
Ask the Spirit to help you grow in your desire to participate in love & grace to trust Jesus more today.  
Why does Jesus encourage those with ears to listen to the Spirit? Is this a person’s choice? Why did 
Jesus use this phrase often after telling a parable? What is the second death? Who are the victorious?

SATURDAY: Read Rev 2:8-11 
Thank Jesus for unifying you in God with all believers as temple stones to spend eternity with Him. 
Consult the chart Pastor Jeremy asked you to complete last week. For what did Jesus commend the 
Christians at Smyrna? What did these true believers endure? What did Jesus predict would happen in 
the future? What would they receive for remaining faithful?  What’s the most important lesson for you?



(Use your own Bible & this New Living Translation for comparison & better understanding)

Revelation 2:8-11 (NLT)
The Message to the Church in Smyrna
8)“Write this letter to the angel of the church in Smyrna. This is the message from the 
one who is the First and the Last, who was dead but is now alive: 

9) “I know about your suffering and your poverty—but you are rich! I know the 
blasphemy of those opposing you. They say they are Jews, but they are not, because 
their synagogue belongs to Satan.

10) Don’t be afraid of what you are about to suffer. The devil will throw some of you 
into prison to test you. You will suffer for ten days. But if you remain faithful even when 
facing death, I will give you the crown of life. 

11) “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is 
saying to the churches. Whoever is victorious will not be harmed by the second death.

Romans 2:28-29 (NLT)
28) For you are not a true Jew just because you were born of Jewish parents or because you have 
gone through the ceremony of circumcision. 29) No, a true Jew is one whose heart is right with God. 
And true circumcision is not merely obeying the letter of the law; rather, it is a change of heart 
produced by the Spirit. And a person with a changed heart seeks praise from God, not from people.

Romans 5:3-5 (NLT)
3) We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they help us develop 
endurance. 4) And endurance develops strength of character, and character strengthens our 
confident hope of salvation. 5) And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly 
God loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love.

James 1:2-4 (NLT)
2) Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an opportunity for 
great joy. 3) For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. 4) So 
let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you’ll be perfect & complete, needing nothing.

Daniel 1:12-15 (NLT)
12) “Please test us for ten days on a diet of vegetables and water,” Daniel said. 13) “At the end of the 
ten days, see how we look compared to the other young men who are eating the king’s food. Then 
make your decision in light of what you see.” 14) The attendant agreed to Daniel’s suggestion and 
tested them for ten days. 15) At the end of the ten days, Daniel and his three friends looked healthier 
and better nourished than the young men who had been eating the food assigned by the king.

Revelation 20:14,15 (NLT)
14) Then death and the grave were thrown into the lake of fire. This lake of fire is the second 
death. 15) And anyone whose name was not found recorded in the Book of Life was thrown into the 
lake of fire.
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