
Covid Church: Conscious over Complacent  
Revelation 3:1-6 

++The theme of Revelation in two words: Jesus Wins 
++As we have seen, 1st Century Christians had it rough. Persecution, 
slander, fear, poverty and death. 
++The church in Sardis was strangely different. 
++Sardis was a city that was very similar to the other cities that we have 
heard about the last 4 weeks, - worship of false gods, Imperial cults, 
immorality, etc. 
++Except for one glaring difference - it was a center of Christianity in 
Asia Minor. 
++In fact, archaeologists have uncovered shops with crosses, Christian 
symbols, and Stars of David etched into their doorways. They have 
uncovered clothes-dyeing vats with Christian symbols, it seemed that 
you could be a Christian and have some status in society. 
++Called the Ichthys, this symbol for Christ was found in the Sardis 
marketplace. It comes from the five letters:Ι Χ Θ Υ Σ (Iesou Christos, 
Theou Yios, Sōtēr) - Jesus Christ, God’s Son, Savior 
++Sure there was some persecution, but not like what the other cities 
endured.  
++The absence of persecution fed a growing complacency. This church 
had decided that there was no need to be conscious of their mission, 
but to settle for spiritual complacency. 
++There are some great historical connections in this passage as well 
as a resounding lesson from Christ to the church of Sardis - and us, the 
21st Century church - most of which are undergoing no persecution 
whatsoever. 
++Of all the churches in Asia Minor, we could probably connect most 
with Sardis: 1) we lack persecution for our faith/worship, and 2) this can 
produce similar complacency in our faith-walk and life in Christ. 
++I want to take a closer look at this passage verse by verse 
++“Write this letter to the angel of the church in Sardis. This is the 
message from the one who has the sevenfold Spirit of God and the 

seven stars: 
++We’ve already uncovered in Rev. 1:18 who the seven stars are: the 
pastors/leaders of the seven churches to which the letters are directed.  
++Sevenfold Spirit of God isn’t directly identified in Revelation, however 
7 represents completeness.  Jesus Christ is the complete 
revelation/Word of God.  
++The overarching idea here is that Jesus, who is God, is writing a 
letter to the churches and their leaders who derive their authority from 
God alone. 
++Then comes the section of the letter which really has no 
commendation, but instead only rebuke (an expression of sharp 
disapproval or criticism with change in mind) 
 ++“I know all the things you do, and that you have a reputation for 
being alive—but you are dead. 
 
++Jesus is saying, “I see your works, but they aren’t worth anything.”  
++This church has a reputation, probably among the other churches 
(and possibly pagans) in the region. as being alive and vigorous, but 
that isn’t the truth-they are dead! Whitewashed tombs! 
++2 Wake up! Strengthen what little remains, for even what is left is 
almost dead. I find that your actions do not meet the requirements of my 
God. 
++What we have is a church that has been allowed to thrive without 
limits for so long, that it can’t even see the problem. 
++Their actions don’t meet the requirements of God, “their works won’t 
get them anywhere.” They never have and they never will. They’ve lost 
sight of grace. This is a church that has been “outed.”  
++3 Go back to what you heard and believed at first; hold to it firmly. 
Repent and turn to me again.  
++Just what was it that they heard at first? How about what Paul wrote 
to the churches in Ephesus (Sardis probably included): 
++Eph. 2:8-10 
++The works/requirements of our God are the good things that He does 



with and in us to show fallen creation the New Creation in Christ. This 
church has lost sight of that and has become completely complacent - 
resting on their reputation like it was some crown of victory.  
++Polaroid Company decided to rest on its reputation of being the 
world’s largest instant photo company and failed to do anything but trust 
in their name and fell into the success trap. 
++This church in Sardis was in danger of the message becoming 
tainted by false teachings and distorted. 
++If you don’t wake up, I will come to you suddenly, as unexpected as a 
thief. 
++Why this statement? Historical context! 
++600 years earlier, the king, Croesus, was unimaginably wealthy. So 
much so that Sardis was the site where coins were first minted. Resting 
on his fame, reputation, and money, Croesus knew his city would never 
fall. 
++In 547, this city was surrounded by impregnable walls. Cyrus the 
Great of Persia (same one who let the Israelites leave Exile in Babylon) 
laid siege to it and after a month was planning to call off the siege until 
the strangest thing happened. One afternoon a soldier on the battlement 
accidently knocked his bronze helmet off the towering wall. Not wanting 
to get in trouble, he climbed down a section of the wall and lazily 
climbed back up to his post. This was seen by a random Persian soldier 
who sent the information up the line to the king. That night a small band 
of Persian soldiers climbed the famous walls, snuck into the city and 
opened the gates for Cyrus’ great army to enter and sack the city. 
Croesus lost his throne, his money, and most devastatingly, his 
reputation. 
++This church had a reputation that they were resting upon. They were 
unconscious, barely alive...but thought they were alive. WRONG! 
++Jesus is saying, “wake up and realize that you are in danger! 
Everything you have is mine, not yours! You think your reputation will 
keep you healthy, think again! Only life in Me will keep you alive. Your 
place among the churches will be taken if you can’t get back to the 

basics! Stop trusting in yourselves and trust in Me!” It’s really a call to 
“stand firm” and “be resolute” in your mission as the church - don’t 
become complacent, stay focused and conscious on who you are called 
to be in the world! 
 ++4 “Yet there are some in the church in Sardis who have not soiled 
their clothes with evil. They will walk with me in white, for they are 
worthy. 5 All who are victorious will be clothed in white. I will never 
erase their names from the Book of Life, but I will announce before my 
Father and his angels that they are mine. 6 “Anyone with ears to hear 
must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the 
churches. 
++There are some who have not grown complacent and distorted the 
truth. They have not “soiled their clothes” with blending evil with good. 
++They will be in white - the symbol of purity and innocence, but also of 
victory! Roman triumphus parades involved white horses, white robes, 
and white oxen - all synonymous with victory.  
++Let’s also not lose sight of the fact that Jesus uses the phrase “I will 
never erase their names from the Book of Life.”  
Let me end with what Paul exhorts the church in Ephesus with chapter 
5:11-17 
Don’t waste your time on useless work, mere busywork, the barren 
pursuits of darkness. Expose these things for the sham they are. It’s a 
scandal when people waste their lives on things they must do in the 
darkness where no one will see. Rip the cover off those frauds and 
see how attractive they look in the light of Christ. Wake up from your 
sleep, Climb out of your coffins; Christ will show you the light! So 
watch your step. Use your head. Make the most of every chance you 
get. These are desperate times. Don’t live carelessly, unthinkingly. 
Make sure you understand what the Master wants. 
++What the Master wants, is you - conscious of how good He is and 
proclaiming His reputation as a life-changing, new-creation making, 
worry-crushing, fear-destroying, joy-giving, and loving God! 


