
Sept 20, 2020     COVID Church: Purity over Pollution 
  

Last week, Pastor Jeremy led us into the ancient world of first 
century Pergamum in which government & religion were 
seam-lessly synchronized into duty & lifestyle. Every citizen of 
the Roman Empire was first & foremost accountable to respect, 
honor and worship the Caesar – believed to be a god in his own 
right. There was no flag burning, rioting or picketing against the 
throne of government–except by penalty of death! Life in ancient 
Rome offered no American liberties: no freedom of press, speech 
or religion: there was no option to worship Jesus & no chance to 
opt out by claiming that you were an atheist or agnostic!  
            And since Caesar worshipped the many gods of Roman 
mythology, all citizens practiced this religion, too! Not just 
worshipping all gods, but special devotion to some based on 
people’s needs, personal problems, & even careers and chosen 
trades. In fact, Thyatira, a thriving trade city, was best known for 
its guilds – first century “unions” that protected workers, jobs, 
and businesses of guild members. Cloth-dyers, carpenters, 
metal-workers, and most every commercial trade operated under 
a guild that ensured their livelihood. And each of these guilds 
pledged allegiance to a chosen patron god whom they believed 
protected their interests – if he/she could be appeased. Everyone 
involved in that trade joined the guild; and every worker 
worshipped the guild’s patron god at his temple with regimented 
sacrifices and offerings. No Guild & god allegiance: no job, 
paycheck, living! 

            Can you even imagine the uproar in today’s society if an 
employer asked your religious preference or demanded you 
change religions to gain a position? But this was the cultural 
setting for Christians living in first century Thyatira during the 
Revelation of Jesus to John! This morning, we’ll grapple with 
Christ’s admonition for purity over pollution in faith & worship! 
  

Rev 2:20-23 – Christ’s Complaints against the church 
They tolerated a false prophetess (or false doctrine personified!) 
that led the church to pollute their faith with idol worship (thru 
temple prostitution & food used in pagan worship). “Jezebel,” a 
non-Jewish evil queen of Israel, would’ve symbolized prideful, 

self-constituted authority in contempt of God, His moral laws & 
command for Jewish ethnic purity (depths of Satan) Jesus says! 
Jezebel’s teaching continues unchecked & worse, unchallenged, 
polluting more Christians’ faith/worship from within the church. 

ILLUS: image of “throwing Jezebel down in suffering” 
reminds them/us of her death & of God’s instruction in 2Cor 10: 
“to cast down arguments & every thought that exalts itself against 
knowing God, so that every thought is brought captive to Christ!” 

This ungodly influence, along with the pressures from the 
Guilds & Roman citizenry, pressed many in the church to pollute 
their worship of God with idols. Jesus says He will deal harshly 
with Jezebel & those she spawned unless they repent, because 
“He searches the thoughts/intentions of every person, 
reward-ing each appropriately. His ability to know mind & heart 
comes with His identification as “Son of God, whose eyes are 
like flames of fire, whose feet are like polished bronze.” Christ’s 
fiery eyes will consume sin & unrepentant people; but for those 
who repent/believe, His eyes purge their sin & purify their faith, 
as His bronze feet reflect His sacrificial death. Here again is the 
distinction between true believers and those who are merely 
associated with the church (false brethren!) The church in 
every generation contains both! We must ask, “Which am I?” 
  

Rev 2: 24-28 – Christ’s Promise 
Perhaps there are times in our lives when simply enduring the 
hardships – “holding tightly to the faith we have” – is the best 
we can do! Certainly, our own lives have taught us that trials & 
hardships overwhelm our human frailties to the point where we 
can barely even stand! But standing with Jesus is always enough: 
“To all who are victorious, who obey Me to the very end, to them I 
will give authority over all the nations. 27) They will rule the nations 
(unbelievers) with an iron rod and smash them like clay pots.” 
Christ’s indomitable power over all rebellion will be known thru the 
final Judgment. Unbelievers will be obliterated as Jesus judges their 
sin with an iron rod/fist! But He shares His authority with those who 
are decimated by the ungodly – a promise that helps them to endure 
the persecution they face. As Jesus is always victorious, all who 
remain unpolluted - purely His - will be victorious as well! 

http://biblehub.com/revelation/2-27.htm


Interestingly, “morning star” is a name shared by both 
Satan & Christ. Isaiah prophesies that Lucifer, morning light in 
Hebrew, cast out of heaven. But Jesus is called the bright 
morning star in Rev 22. Either way, our victory is in Christ alone, 
who imbued measly humans with His Spirit as the living proof of 
Satan’s defeat, tho he usurped God’s relationship with mankind! 
 

Rev 2:19 – Commendation 
Unlike the church in Ephesus (Rev 2:1-7) whose love for Jesus 
and each other was waning, Thyatira was growing in their love, 
faith, service, & endurance – making continual progress! The two 
Churches are, in this respect, opposite of one another. In Ephesus 
their zeal was for orthodoxy & doctrine, but lacking in love. Yet 
in Thyatira, there is much love in faith & service, but 
careless-ness about truth in doctrine. Without balanced growth in 
both love & doctrine, our faith & worship becomes easily 
polluted! 

ILLUS. Bergoo!  How much pollution is too much? If you 
were dying of thirst would you drink water from a well in which 
an animal died? Ok, but what if it was only a small animal - a rat 
or tiny mouse, or even little locust? Would you drink?   
 

Polluting the purity of our faith & worship by listening/learning 
to trust anyone instead of God, revealed in Jesus who gave us His 
Spirit, is something we must guard against for 2 glorious reasons: 
 

1) The world needs to know there is a God who lives & loves! 

      The world is searching for a better life! We know it’s lived in 
a loving relationship with a God who really cares. They must see 
Jesus in us! But if our faith, worship, & lifestyles are polluted, 
they won’t see or hear the difference Christ makes for us!  
 

2) We are God’s people saved to demonstrate His purity & life!  
       Our identities, livelihoods, choices & actions reflect on our 
God. We are His guild – His people who choose to worship Him 
alone as our Patron God! Though we’re all different, worshiping 
Him makes our diversity into balanced unity. He is Holy; He 
makes us holy; living His way doing His will with Him by His 
power gives everyone undeniable proof that He lives and loves! 
 

PRAY 
 
 
The Message to the Church in Thyatira – Revelation 2 
18) “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Thyatira. This is the 
message from  
19) “I know all the things you do. I have seen your love, your faith, 
your service, and your patient endurance. And I can see your constant 
improvement in all these things. 
 
20) “But I have this complaint against you. You are permitting that 
woman—that Jezebel who calls herself a prophet—to lead my servants 
astray. She teaches them to commit sexual sin and to eat food offered 
to idols. 21) I gave her time to repent, but she does not want to turn 
away from her immorality. 

22) “Therefore, I will throw her on a bed of suffering, and 
those who commit adultery with her will suffer greatly unless they 
repent and turn away from her evil deeds. 23) I will strike her children 
dead. Then all the churches will know that I am the one who searches 
out the thoughts and intentions of every person. And I will give to each 
of you whatever you deserve. 
 
24) “But I also have a message for the rest of you in Thyatira who 
have not followed this false teaching (‘deeper truths,’ as they call 
them—depths of Satan, actually). I will ask nothing more of you 25) 
except that you hold tightly to what you have until I come. 26) To all 
who are victorious, who obey me to the very end, To them I will give 
authority over all the nations. 27) They will rule the nations with an 
iron rod and smash them like clay pots. 28) They will have the same 
authority I received from my Father, and I will also give them the 
morning star! 
 
29) “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand 
what he is saying to the churches. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
-Church Pictorial Directories – pick up today in church office 

-Sign out your copy – one per family at this point 
-Let us know if you’d like more copies ($6 each) 
-Available for pick up during office hours daily 
-we will not mail out copies, but you may deliver! 

 
-Deacons meeting immediately following service 
 
-Personnel Committee – please see David after service 
 
 
 
 
DEACONS: 
-Letter to congregation regarding plans for the rest of year 

-Want you to be the first to know 
-Already almost Oct: need to publicize plan rest of year 
-Planning for a slow recovery due to social climate 

-Next up: full worship service (singing + length) 
-Service time – back to 10:45 to prepare for SG 
-Small Groups back when “acceptable” 
-Lastly – Launch new Discipleship program 

 
 
 
COPIES of Jesus Calling devotion for Dad! 


