
Road To Resurrection: Excelsior 
++The title of this sermon is Excelsior. A word I had 
never really used in my life until last year our 
academic team was trying to determine a name. 
The name Excelsior was brought forward and as 
soon as I looked it up, I knew that was it! 
++Ever Upward, Ever Onward 
++For the last five weeks, we have dived headlong 
into what Resurrection Life means for us today, 
now in this life.  
++We have talked about how Resurrection Life 
impacts us, but what about everyone else. How 
does this new life impact them? 
++We’ve unpacked the resurrection theologically, 
practically...but today I want to connect with it 
mentally. Our mind can become a huge battlefield 
in the fight for faith - but it doesn’t have to be. The 
Spirit has already won the fight, we just have to 
reconcile our doubts and troubles with the God who 
has already resurrected us to live a victorious life in 
Him. 
++There is one man that encountered the 
Resurrected Jesus in a way that no one would have 
ever expected. 
++Acts 9 - Saul (Paul) 
++9:1 (every word that came from his mouth or 
entered his mind was threatening to Christians) 
++Quick rundown of Paul’s resurrection: 
++9:3-9 Saul blinded on Damascus Road and is 
questioned by Jesus 
++9:17-19 Ananias is used by God to restore Saul’s 
sight 
++9:19-25 Saul preaches, is threatened, escapes 
by night 
++9:26-30 Saul distrusted by Christians, debates 
with Jews in Jerusalem. 
++Imagine, if you will, if Saul encountered the risen 
Jesus and then never spoke about it, acted like it 
never happened. Imagine if he believed all the 
doubters who railed against his change. Imagine if 
he believed the lies that the Satan tried to implant 
into his mind - “You’re not good enough. You’ve 
done too many evil things. You’ll never amount to 
anything as a Christian. This road is too 
dangerous.” 
++Saul, also called Paul, had now come to full 
knowledge of what death was truly like - being 
separated from God. He also knew what life was - 

being made alive to God and all of his love and 
goodness - and telling everyone about it! 
++God had transformed Saul/Paul (from the 
meditation) 
-Spirit-nature – Share His divine nature; holy and 
alive evidenced first in scales of blindness 
-Identity – God’s man; a new creature 
-Desire – A new heart/center changes our desires 
(breathing murder to broadcasting life) 
-Purpose – God’s vessel who knows and does 
God’s will 
-Destiny – God’s man who lived believing and 
would never die 
++Friends, we aren’t made alive to God to keep 
silent. Excelsior, Christians! 
++I want to camp out on Acts 9:31 
++The church then had peace throughout Judea, 
Galilee, and Samaria, and it became stronger as 
the believers lived in the fear of the Lord. And with 
the encouragement of the Holy Spirit, it also grew in 
numbers. 
++The other day we were taking a walk. Kenzie 
wanted a “flower,” while we were walking. I told her 
it was dead and not very pretty. She said to me, 
“It’s not dead, I just have to blow on it!” It was, of 
course, a dandelion...and again, God uses the 
foolish things of the world to confound the 
wi...foolish. 
++The church of Christ was persecuted, tormented, 
pressed, and scattered. For all intents and 
purposes--it was dying. 
++But that’s not what happened, the church didn’t 
die, it only grew stronger. 
++When those that are resurrected by Christ allow 
themselves to be blown into by the Spirit of God - 
the seed is scattered, it lands, and it grows and 
thrives, and changes the environment around it. 
++Last week Pastor Duncan spoke of Lazarus 
being called out of death to life, darkness to light, 
bondage into freedom 
++The resurrected ones are rightly also known as 
the “called out” ones - ekklesia, the church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
++The resurrected ones are built up by the Spirit 
++Scripture tells us that the church became 
stronger through their trials. The Greek word 
oikodomeó is used for the words “became stronger” 
- warning ahead - some Greek coming your way. 
++Why does Luke use this word? It literally means 
exactly what he wanted to report - that God was 
building up and strengthening these Christians.  
++There’s no other way to explain it. The same way 
that a house never builds itself, the church was 
being built and strengthened by a God who knows 
a lot about life! 
++Let’s not look at this time of being apart as 
something that we won’t recover from...let’s 
celebrate God’s work in our lives as He continues 
to build us up. (Eph 2:21-We are carefully joined 
together in Him) This isn’t persecution, and this 
won’t stop Him either. 
++The Spirit is blowing on His church. Ask Him to 
allow you to feel the breath of the Spirit blowing into 
your life. We are being built up and made into 
something far more powerful than a building - we 
are being built into a body that no force on earth 
can reckon with! 
++A bridge over Niagara Falls was built by wind 
++It may start small, but Spirit only does things one 
way - BIG! 
 
++The resurrected ones know Spirit is in control 
++The phrase “fear of the Lord” is rightly rendered 
as “a sense of awe.” 
++Who is in control? (Ask the person sitting on the 
couch next to you) 
++The early Christians, seeing someone like Saul 
changed, were keenly aware that God was doing 
something big 
++When was the last time we sat back and told 
God 1) how amazing He is and 2) let Him have 
complete control? 
++A church (body of resurrected ones) on the move 
is a church that doesn’t move, but is moved.  
++Notice the difference 
++Sit back, relax, strap in and be moved! 
++The beautiful thing about the wind of the Spirit is 
that you don’t have any control, but you completely 
rest in the one who does. 

++Friends, there’s a homecoming just around the 
corner. We’re all going to be in this room together, 
celebrating and rejoicing in a God that is building us 
up and is in control. 
 
 
++The resurrected ones are motivated and inspired 
by the Spirit 
++paraklésis 
++That’s the word encouragement used here 
++It’s also the same word used for the Holy Spirit 
++Jesus said when he left, He’d send a helper and 
encourager - The Paraklete (HS) 
++These resurrected believers were living out 
resurrection life in power because they were 
encouraged “motivated by and inspired” by the Holy 
Spirit 
++In all they did, they were constantly checking in 
with and being led by the Spirit 
++All of these things led to one thing - an increase! 
++Not because they were out handing out tracts 
and earning it - because they knew and understood 
the power of the Holy Spirit 
++They were being built up in the Holy Spirit, they 
realized that the HS was in control, and they 
motivated and inspired by the Holy Spirit 
++Derek Redmond and the 1992 Olympics 400M 
Dash 
 
 
 


