
Covid Church: Authority over Inferiority  
Revelation 3:7:13 
++The theme of Revelation in two words: Jesus 
Wins 
++Welcome to Philadelphia, the sixth church on our 
whirlwind tour of the seven churches of Asia Minor 
found in Revelation 2 and 3.  
++When I was 15 years old, my Dad taught me to 
drive. I knew what that meant - I had authority, I was 
MAN!, I was in control of that piece of machinery and 
my Dad was willingly giving it to me. 
++We also know what it feels like when we give up 
keys - leave a job, lose a car, move out of a house - 
it’s a symbol that you are relinquishing authority. 
++I want you to keep this “motif” in mind as we read 
through the letter to the Philadelphian church. 
++Philadpelphia was a city that lay on the far eastern 
boundaries of the empire. The city was a “door” to the 
vastness that lay beyond.  
++As we will see in this letter this morning, 
Philadelphia was a group of weakened Christians 
(due to persecution and torment), that God would use 
as a doorway. 
++Doorways are opportunities--this church in 
Philadelphia was getting ready to enter a new era of 
life that Christ was opening for them. 
++Rev. 3:7-13 
++Let’s go verse by verse and unpack what the Spirit 
was saying to the church in Phi, and what the Spirit is 
saying to the church in Tyrone. 
++7 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in 
Philadelphia. This is the message from the one who 
is holy and true, the one who has the key of David. 
What he opens, no one can close; and what he 
closes, no one can open: 
++Here in this opening of the letter, Jesus asserts 
Himself as the one who is holy, true, and has the key 
of David 
++In fact the last part of this section is a direct quote 
from Is. 22:22. 
++What does a key represent? Authority, power and 
ownership.  
++Jesus is the owner and has all power and authority 
as the Messiah who was born in the line of David. 
With this authority comes Christ’s ability to open and 

close doors - opportunities and anything else that He 
chooses. 
++To a hurting and persecuted church, this would be 
such a message of comfort and hope!  
++Church - in the midst of pandemics, elections, 
tension, and uncertainty, we are the children, the 
called out ones of Christ - and with that comes 
authority and power - not for our will to be done, but 
His. The understanding that God‘s authority is not 
thwarted by anything, ever...not then, not now!  
++8 “I know all the things you do, and I have opened 
a door for you that no one can close. You have little 
strength, yet you obeyed my word and did not deny 
me. 
++This “door” of opportunity that is opening for them 
is most likely a rebirth of strength that leads to the 
Gospel being proclaimed in this “gateway” city. 
++Jesus says they have “little strength” - quite 
different from what He says in Sardis: “strengthen 
what little remains” or “your strength is weakness” To 
Phi, he is saying “Your weakness is strength.”  
++Why is their weakness, strength? Because they 
were resting in His strength - they did not deny Him. 
Their hope came from something far greater than 
their reputation, their income, their jobs--it came from 
Christ - the Key of David, the one who has authority 
and power. 
++This church is in the perfect position for God to do 
big things: they have strength that rests in Him! 
++Our greatest strength rests in our weakness 
++9 Look, I will force those who belong to Satan’s 
synagogue—those liars who say they are Jews but 
are not—to come and bow down at your feet. They 
will acknowledge that you are the ones I love. 
++We’ve seen this language before in the letter to 
Thyatira. We have Jews, who aren’t even True Jews 
at all because they deny Christ and are also 
combating the children of God who are Christians. 
++Notice though that these people (false Jews) would 
eventually know the truth about these true children of 
God - that bloodline, Abrahamic-lineage, cultural 
awareness, works of the law, or parental heritage has 
nothing to do with God’s loved children, but those 
who call out to Him in His name for salvation that 
changes our lives daily! 



10 “Because you have obeyed my command to 
persevere, I will protect you from the great time of 
testing that will come upon the whole world to test 
those who belong to this world.  
++This might be one of the most misinterpreted 
scriptures in the entire Bible. Many will teach this as a 
time of great tribulation that will befall Earth before 
Christ returns, but I want to ask you to unhinge your 
mind from that for a few minutes. 
++Luke 2:1 - oikoumene 
++Rev. 3:10 - oikoumene 
++John 3:16 - kosmou 
++While I am not going to tell you that a time of great 
tribulation in the world won’t happen, this scripture 
is saying that Christians of that time, in that space, in 
that Empire will endure during a time of great 
suffering because of the authority that they have in 
Christ. The time of great testing isn’t on them, it’s on 
the unbelievers - and the believers will be shown 
worthy. 
11 I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so 
that no one will take away your crown. 12 All who are 
victorious will become pillars in the Temple of my 
God, and they will never have to leave it. And I will 
write on them the name of my God, and they will be 
citizens in the city of my God—the new Jerusalem 
that comes down from heaven from my God. And I 
will also write on them my new name. 13 “Anyone 
with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and 
understand what he is saying to the churches. 
++Here we have some beautiful, descriptive 
apocalyptic symbols and imagery embedded within a 
literal truth. 
++A crown (symbol of power and authority) will not be 
taken away - i.e. already given/owned in Christ 
++v. 12 - in ancient Greece/Rome, a high honor was 
given to priests of deities for their faithful service in 
the temple: their names were carved in new pillars 
that were raised into place. 
++There were also statue pillars called Caryatids that 
were used as ornate pillars in temples as well. They 
added splendor and beauty to the temple. We are 
God’s trophies and splendor that adorn His 
temple--what joy! 
++But why, “they will never have to leave it”? 

++Philadelphia was known for earthquakes 
++Christ’s inscription of His name on our hearts, and 
making us pillars speaks to the power and authority 
that He has and that He gives to us as His church. 
++He is the foundation, we are His pillars of grace! 
++The reminder of a New Jerusalem is also another 
“shot over the bow” to a beleaguered Christian 
church that has been part of a devastated city - God’s 
new city will never be destroyed, and they will be 
pillars, not on the periphery! 
++In Christ, all authority has been given to us over an 
inferior enemy whose only weapon is shame and guilt 
- both of which have been destroyed by the mighty 
work of Jesus Christ, the one who holds the Key of 
David - before time existed! 
++We don’t walk in this life with Christ waiting for the 
other shoe to drop, but we walk with seeing life 
through the lens of truth and faith, not lies and doubt. 
His authority is power because He is working ahead 
of us--...He’s the Ancient of Days, Lion of the Tribe of 
Judah, the Alpha and Omega, The Key to the Door 
that will never be shut who is already working in and 
for you in ALL things. 
++This message is not just a message to the 
persecuted church of the 1st century but to the 
church today, to us. 
++Jude 20-25 20 But you, dear friends, must build 
each other up in your most holy faith, pray in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, 21 and await the mercy of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who will bring you eternal life. 
In this way, you will keep yourselves safe in God’s 
love. 22 And you must show mercy to those whose 
faith is wavering. 23 Rescue others by snatching 
them from the flames of judgment. Show mercy to still 
others, but do so with great caution, hating the sins 
that contaminate their lives. 24 Now all glory to God, 
who is able to keep you from falling away and will 
bring you with great joy into his glorious presence 
without a single fault. 25 All glory to him who alone is 
God, our Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord. All 
glory, majesty, power, and authority are his before all 
time, and in the present, and beyond all time! Amen. 
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