
Oct 25, 2020 COVID Church: Christ’s Bride
Ephesians 5:15-33

Can you name the only creature God fashioned from one 
already existing? This morning, we’ll take a look Christ’s Bride, 
the Church, for whom His love & sacrifice makes her holy, fault-
less, without spot or wrinkle or any blemish – a perfectly suitable 
companion! She…WE will be presented to Jesus at the Marriage 
Feast of the Lamb, the most galactic wedding ever planned, with 
a heavenly feast & an eternal Love Dance between Bride/Groom! 
       We’ve all been invited!  Have you R.S.V.P.’d yet?     PRAY
READ: Ephesians 5:15-20 (NLT)
      Paul points out some very practical aspects of living our new 
lives by His Spirit as His Bride: make wise decisions, seize every 
chance to revel in Christ & reveal Him to others, enact the Lord’s 
will daily, & be being continually so full of the Spirit that every 
moment He overflows us with a faithful, hopeful perspective 
producing such melodic attitudes that our unburdened hearts 
freely praise & thank God in EVERY situation without ceasing! 

This is what living in the Spirit looks & sounds like here 
on earth. This is the goal of our sanctification: to live lives that 
so exude Christ’s presence & character that people notice our 
connection with Him as His children, witnesses, & Bride! 
 But Paul’s thought does not stop here! v.21 reads: “And 
further, submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.”

This, I believe, is the apex of living in/by the Holy Spirit! 
This mutual submission of believers to each other is a quality that 
distinguishes us from civic, social, service, & community clubs. 
They pursue unity, achieving it only when they’re likeminded on 
issues. But thru submission, we can experience “oneness” that 
goes well beyond occasional unity in to full-blown union! 
     *Submission: voluntarily placing yourself under another to 
make available all he/she needs to live in greater trust of God

Oneness comes from mutual submission, a profound 
reality experienced by the Trinity – the Three in Oneness of God! 
Oneness exalts diversity within union: each Being of the God-
head is distinct & distinguishable from the other two: none are 
the same, nor are they interchangeable! But each one, & all 3 are 

always God, sharing such a mutual love & submission to the 
others that their supernatural union is defined as “1!” This kind 
of union is only known on the earth to God’s people! As Christ’s 
church, we are each & all His Bride: distinct, distinguishable, not 
the same or interchangeable, each with unique roles, functions, & 
SHAPEs. We’re not complete without Him…or each other! 
   The clearest earthly example of “oneness” is the union between 
husband & wife, which is meant to give an earthly understanding 
of the unseen, spiritual union between Christ & His Church!

READ: Ephesians 5:22-25!
As Pastor Jeremy has already indicated, God created Adam in 
His image & likeness. But what we don’t see is that Eve was 
there, too, “in him!” She is part of him, she began in him, God 
pulled her out of him (literally), & then He presented her back to 
Adam as his other self, the one without whom he is not complete! 
Eve stands with Adam, offering another perspective, a diverse 
vantage point, & a challenge to perceive what he cannot. In short, 
Eve was absolutely essential for Adam’s success in living the 
fullest life possible! Adam cannot be whole without Eve; she has 
no life/purpose apart from him. They began as 1; were separated 
into 2; & united again to be one together! And so, Adam testifies 
for all husbands saying, “She is bone from my bone & flesh 
from my flesh;” the one companion who corresponds to me!

This is the backdrop for Paul’s comments in Eph 5:28-30. 
When Adam cares for his body, he cares for Eve who is part of 
him but now out from him. She is his extension – but adds & 
challenges his solo perspective with her own: she perceives life 
differently, values differently, assesses & emotes differently than 
he does. He needs her in order to live a less selfish, more well-
rounded life! So, they share their perspectives & decide together!

Paul says in v.32 – “This is a great mystery, but it is an 
illustration of the way Christ and the church are one.” Just as Eve 
always existed in Adam to be differentiated out from him as his 
helper, so every believer was “in Christ” long before we ever 
entered physical life on earth. Like Eve was “born from the 
man”, Christians have been “born from Christ:” we are “of” Him, 
fashioned from Him to share His nature & life.  Dr. C. Baxter 



Kruger says it this way: “The truth is that…we were eternally 
found in Jesus before we were ever lost in Adam.”

But becoming helpful as Christ’s Bride depends on our 
sanctification …so God placed His Spirit in us to complete the 
process of making us 26) “…holy & clean, washed by the 
cleansing of God’s word. 27) He did this to present her to 
Himself as a glorious church without a spot or wrinkle or any 
other blemish. Instead, she will be holy and without fault.”  
With this goal in mind, the moment you believe in Jesus as 
Savior/Lord & trust His substitutional sacrifice on the cross for 
your Sin & sins, you are actually returned to Him, the One from 
whom you’ve now been differentiated out. And just like human 
marriage, you begin the arduous process of learning to consider, 
value, & submit to His will/perspectives as you live in oneness 
with Him.  Dr. K: “The gospel is not the good news that we can 
receive Jesus into our lives, but actually that Jesus has received 
us into His – and He crossed all worlds to do it!” 

Therefore, the scripture advises, so be careful how you live 
– not foolishly, but wisely, seizing every opportunity to redeem these 
evil days by understanding what Jesus wants you to know/do. Being 
filled to fullness with His Spirit means speaking words that edify 
others with joyful hearts that overflow with gratitude in every 
circumstance, relentlessly pursuing oneness with Christ & others.

Christians enter into the Perichoresis of the Trinity – 
literally, the “Dance of Love,” which best describes the glorious, 
mutual indwelling, wholly accepting relationship of transparency 
that exists between each Being of the Trinity…and now, us!

Dr. K: “When Christianity speaks of God, it says Father, 
Son, & Spirit, existing in a beautiful, intimate relationship of 
other-centered love expressing itself in boundless fellowship & 
unutterable oneness. They in He is available, proximate, 
attentive, affectionate & responsive; not isolated, unapproach-
able detached or indifferent. Only a Trinitarian God could love & 
embrace us for our benefit, not His! 

PRAY

Ephesians 5:15-33 (NLT)  
15) So be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools, but like 

those who are wise. 16) Make the most of every opportunity in these 
evil days. 17) Don’t act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord 
wants you to do. 18) Don’t be drunk with wine, because that will ruin 
your life. Instead, be filled with the Holy Spirit, 19) singing psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, and making music 
to the Lord in your hearts. 20) And give thanks for everything to God 
the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

21) And further, submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

22) For wives, this means submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 
23) For a husband is the head of his wife as Christ is the head of the 
church. He is the Savior of his body, the church. 24) As the church 
submits to Christ, so you wives should submit to your husbands in 
everything. 25) For husbands, this means love your wives, just as 
Christ loved the church. He gave up his life for her…

FBCT Pastors insist on Premarital counseling to officiate… 

26) to make her holy and clean, washed by the cleansing of God’s 
word. 27) He did this to present her to himself as a glorious church 
without a spot or wrinkle or any other blemish. Instead, she will be 
holy and without fault. 

28) In the same way, husbands ought to love their wives as they love 
their own bodies. For a man who loves his wife actually shows love 
for himself. 29) No one hates his own body but feeds and cares for it, 
just as Christ cares for the church. 30) And we are members of his 
body.

31) As the Scriptures say, “A man leaves his father and mother and 
is joined to his wife, & the two are united into one.” 32) This is a 
great mystery, but it is an illustration of the way Christ and the 
church are one. 33) So again I say, each man must love his wife as 
he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.

Genesis 1:27: God created man in His own image, in the image of 
God He created him; male and female He created them
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