
Oct 11, 2020      COVID Church: Passion over Passivity

We’re in a series that explores the ways in which COVID has 
repressed the church, both in our own dynamic fellowship and in 
opportunities for ministry/mission in the community/world. Life 
isn’t normal any more…neither is church! But we want to be 
very careful to point out that, while worship, service, fellowship, 
evangelism & discipleship have been altered experientially, God 
can make these irritants, inconveniences, & modifications work 
for our good; we just need to let these factors press us into Him 
more closely & completely to hear what He has to say to us now!

Today, we examine the final of 7 churches in Revelation – 
the church of Laodicea. We must keep in mind the main message 
of Christ’s revelation to the persecuted church: “______ _____!” 
But how exactly does Jesus win? By changing the environment or 
social climate? By eliminating persecutors of the church? NO – 
but by changing His people…and some who only thought they 
were! Jesus does this by commendation (celebrating godliness) 
and rebuke (offering correction toward change, not retribution).

This morning we’ll listen as Jesus gives a well-known but 
badly misunderstood rebuke that involves His expectorating!  

READ: Revelation 3:14-22 (NLT) – no comments
14) Throughout this entire series, it has been the terms/images by 
which Jesus identifies Himself to each unique church that has 
been most riveting to me! Here, to the southeastern most church, 
Jesus identifies Himself as “the Amen – the faithful and true 
witness, the beginning of God’s (new) creation…” Jesus is The:

-Amen = the one in whom all God’s promises come true
-Faithful/True Witness = testifier of whole truth @ God
-“Originator” of creation = by/thru Whom all things made

But the joy has been to discover how these self-identities relate to 
either the contextual uniqueness of each city or, as in this case, 
the subject of the complaints. How do these character traits of 
Jesus relate to His complaints against this church? 

I) Originator of creation: Everyone/thing created with purpose!
     15-16) The image of Jesus spitting/spewing this church out of
His mouth doesn’t instill confidence or security, but neither does 

it mean judgment or loss of salvation. Rather, it forces us to think
about the distinctly different purposes of hot & cold water: both 
are useful in the right situations! But tepid water is just useless!

In this analogy, spiritual health is likened to both hot & 
cold! Both are beneficial & useful in the right context. Coffee & 
tea are made with piping hot water while thirst is quenched with 
ice-cold water. Lukewarm water is useless to accomplish either 
purpose! Runners don’t finish a race asking for a cup-o-Joe, nor 
would we think much of a host who served cold coffee. Only hot 
water steeps tealeaves properly – even if that tea is eventually 
served as the South’s #1 favorite ice-cold drink…iced tea!  

 “Luke-warmness” is meant to identify uselessness: water 
that starts hot or cold cannot accomplish its purpose when tepid! 
The reason Jesus chose this analogy is because of the historical 
context of Laodicea: the city sat between Hierapolis, a city 
known for its healing hot springs, and Colossae, known for it’s 
ice-cold water supplied by snowmelt. But Laodicea had perpetual 
problems with water supply, which was piped in thru lead pipes 
(not aqueducts) that ran slowly because of mineral deposits. By 
the time the water hit a drinking cup, it was tepid & tasted like 
minerals! Truly only suitable for “spitting out of your mouth!”   

ILLUS. Bathing children & grandkids…Bath water is not 
meant for drinking! Spit that out! 

The problem with the Laodicean church was that they’d become 
useless in their kingdom purpose! Their faith in Christ became 
“lukewarm,” compromised by greater passion for cultural pros-
perity, self-sufficiency, & loyalty to a kingdom that’s not God’s! 
*But Jesus created everyone/thing with purpose & function: The 
church, as Christ’s body, functions to worship God & witness of 
His Eternal Life! When we’re not actively worshipping/witness-
sing, we’re not useful in serving the purpose for which God re-
created us as kingdom citizens to live among people of the world.
    Are you useful in your purpose to worship & witness of God?

II) Faithful & True Witness: testifies @ the whole Truth of God   
     17) Just like the Law, when Jesus testifies about God’s nature,
we discover what truth & honesty really are – & we’re forced to 
contend with our shortcomings in light of both! In Laodicea, like 



Sardis, the church was self-deluded, deceived to think they were 
operating by faith when actually they’d sold out to the empire’s 
culture & customs. This church was “being conformed to the 
world” – rather than “being transformed by the renewing of 
their minds” in loving relationship with God by His Spirit!

The Laodiceans’ spiritual malady was their collective 
compromise with worldly values that put them out of step with 
God’s will & kingdom. Their resources led them to rely on them-
selves rather than God – a recognizable struggle for American 
Christians today! Jesus said His church is the, “salt of the earth. 
But what good is salt if it loses its saltiness? How can you make 
it salty again? It will be thrown out, trampled underfoot as 
worthless.” (Matt 5:13) The church’s value “to the world” is our 
ability to exhibit God’s way of living in loving relationship with 
Him! Why? So others can choose to join us in recreation, “know-
ing God in Spirit & truth,” and enjoying this loving relationship 
with the living God by trusting Jesus Christ now & for eternity! 
    Are you salting people around you with God’s Spirit & truth?

III) The Amen of God: everything is already ours in Christ
18) If all we need is in Him, why does Jesus say, “Buy 

from Me gold purified by fire…white garments…ointment for 
your eyes” Jesus is inviting this church to reassess their values & 
valuables! Only the things of eternity can be of greatest value: 
refined gold (symbolizing proven faith), white garments of Jesus’ 
righteousness (replacing our sin/shame), & healing ointment (to 
restore spiritual vision). But it will cost them ALL they possess! 
“For what shall it profit a man to gain the whole world but lose 
his own soul? (Mark 8:36) Following Jesus requires losing your 
life by dying with Him! But being reborn of His Spirit & raised 
with Him to live His resurrection life by His power supplies an 
eternal usefulness that deserves all our passion…not passivity! 

Gal 2:20 – “I have been crucified with Christ…”
  Are you finding in Jesus all you need daily to live “as Christ”?

PRAY

Revelation 3:14-22 (NLT)
14) “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Laodicea. 

This is the message from the one who is the Amen—the faithful and 
true witness, the beginning of God’s new creation:

15) “I know all the things you do, that you are neither hot 
nor cold. I wish that you were one or the other! 16) But since you 
are like lukewarm water, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of 
my mouth! 17) You say, ‘I am rich. I have everything I want. I don’t 
need a thing!’ And you don’t realize that you are wretched and 
miserable and poor and blind and naked. 18) So I advise you to buy 
gold from me—gold that has been purified by fire. Then you will be 
rich. Also buy white garments from me so you will not be shamed by 
your nakedness, and ointment for your eyes so you will be able to 
see. 19) I correct and discipline everyone I love. So be diligent and 
turn from your indifference.

20) “Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my 
voice and open the door, I will come in, and we will share a meal 
together as friends. 21) Those who are victorious will sit with me on 
my throne, just as I was victorious and sat with my Father on his 
throne.

22) “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and 
understand what he is saying to the churches.”
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