
The Christmas Story According to Matthew 
Matthew 1 & 2 
Expect the Unexpected 
++The play on the phrase, “The Gospel According to” 
++Traditions...we all have them, and many of them 
center around this time of year 
++Def: a long-established custom or belief that has 
been passed on from one generation to another 
++There are certain traditions that my family held for 
Christmas every year:  
++My family now has their own traditions that we hold 
each Christmas - these traditions give the season 
some excitement, some memories, and some joy! 
++The Gospel writers are no different 
++Each one has their own unique perspective 
regarding the unchanging God who became a man in 
Christ. 
++Each week we will dive into each Gospel writer 
(and Paul) to unwrap the gift of who Christ was to 
each of them. 
++As we walk through the Christmas Story, we’ll find 
a unique lens with which to look through - all varied, 
but unified by the same God - just like the church. 
++For Matthew, his Christmas story centers on this 
one phrase: “Expect the Unexpected” 
++Matthew was a Jew, writing to Jews who had been 
expecting the Messiah. Matthew’s gospel was written 
to fill them in that Messiah had come, but not in the 
way they had expected. 
++This Christmas season, Jesus is announcing the 
same thing to us: “Expect the Unexpected” 
++When a movie writer writes a script for a movie, he 
always knows how it's going to end...it’s the audience 
who doesn’t. As I was looking over this sermon, Sam 
and Sophie were watching a movie on the Hallmark 
Channel...Sam said, “I think this one will have a plot 
twist.” To which Sophie and I responded, “Yeah, right! 
They’re all too predictable!” 
++I love watching movies that have you thinking you 
have it all figured out, and then when I least expect it, 
there’s a plot twist. I have come to understand that 
with certain movies I have to “expect the 
unexpected!” 
++Matthew’s Christmas story centers on the fact that 
Jesus saves us and comes into the middle of our 

world...but not in the way we expect. 
++Unexpected Birth 
++”Come thou long expected king, born to set thy 
people free” are the first strains of the carol. 
++Looking back, Jesus is all over the pages of the 
Old Testament - we give the OT people grief that they 
missed it...but Jesus’ birth was anything but 
expected. 
++Matthew starts his gospel with Jesus’ genealogy 
(as per usual ancient biography) before it goes into a 
very unexpected direction. 
++18 This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His 
mother, Mary, was engaged to be married to Joseph. 
But before the marriage took place, while she was 
still a virgin, she became pregnant through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 19 Joseph, to whom she was 
engaged, was a righteous man and did not want to 
disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break the 
engagement quietly. 20 As he considered this, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. 
“Joseph, son of David,” the angel said, “do not be 
afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within 
her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. 21 And she will 
have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he 
will save his people from their sins.” 
++Unexpected!  
++v. 18 - Mary was engaged, but pregnant 

 - Mary was a virgin, but pregnant 
++v. 19 - Joseph was expected to shame/stone her 
++v. 20 - The angel instructs Joseph to break Mosaic 
law 
++v. 21 - This son will save people from their sins, 
not sacrificial animals 
++For Matthew, the Christmas Story hinges on the 
unexpected. What he expected vs. what happened 
++Matthew writes of Jesus, The Unexpected Gift 
++Not a Daisy Red Ryder BB Gun, Jelly of the Month 
Club Membership, the gift Jesus gives us is Himself, 
the gift of the unexpected. 
++This Christmas, Jesus reminds us that He has 
stepped into our world and lives to be the King of the 
Unexpected. 
++He doesn’t want to work according to our 
expectations, He wants to exceed anything we could 
ever imagine...even if that looks like a baby 



conceived inside an unwed woman, and born to 
parents in a cave with a bunch of animals. 
++Jesus wants to birth within us the ability to “Expect 
the Unexpected” in all things.  
++Unexpected Visitors 
++Let’s replay the script in our minds: Jewish 
Messiah born to Jewish parents to redeem Israel. 
++Who would be the visitors that Matthew would 
want to highlight? Jewish leaders? Scribes? Jewish 
zealots? Pharisees? Pious citizens of Jerusalem? 
++None of the above 
++Expect the Unexpected 
++Instead, we get sky scanners from the East, royal 
advisors from Israel’s former captors, pagan 
astrologers 
++2 Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during 
the reign of King Herod. About that time some wise 
men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, 
2 “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw 
his star as it rose, and we have come to worship 
him.” 
++Matthew’s Christmas story takes another plot twist 
to the unexpected. Just when we think we have it all 
figured out... 
++It’s this time of year when the world truly wants to 
believe, they just don’t know how to do it 
++If you look around, there are unexpected visitors all 
around us - Publix, Kroger, work, family table, even 
Facebook following a light, but unsure what to do with 
it. 
++Expect Christ to draw you into conversations that 
point to the baby in the manger, the teacher on the 
mountainside, the Lamb on the cross, the victorious 
death-defying Savior, and soon coming King 
++Unexpected King 
++9b And the star they had seen in the east guided 
them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and 
stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When 
they saw the star, they were filled with joy! 11 They 
entered the house and saw the child with his mother, 
Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. 
Then they opened their treasure chests and gave him 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 When it was 
time to leave, they returned to their own country by 
another route, for God had warned them in a dream 

not to return to Herod. 
++No questions, no hesitation...just worship 
++These men saw the child and instantly recognized 
Him as King 
++Bowing is the symbol of royalty, worship is the 
symbol of divinity 
++Jesus, the baby, has been identified by these men 
as royalty (not such a big deal - this happened a lot), 
but Matthew’s Christmas story gives us the 
unexpected: these men recognized Jesus as God! 
++Joseph was told he would be Immanuel, God with 
Us 
++This Christmas, recognize Jesus as King and Lord 
++The God who stepped into the world, who steps 
into your life to rule and reign 
++Jesus doesn’t want to have a relationship from 
afar, He wants to step into our world to completely 
destroy our expectations! 
++When I was 9 years old in 1988...I dropped hints 
from July to December about my desire to get the GI 
Rolling Thunder...I told my parents, I told Santa, I told 
my aunts, my uncles, my older sister, brother, and 
probably my pastor, too! 
++When I walked down the stairs that Christmas, 
there it was all wrapped up in beautiful paper with a 
bow...I was so excited! 
++As I ripped that paper open, I quickly realized that 
it wasn’t the gift I had expected at all! 
++It was SOOO much better -  a Nintendo! I was well 
aware of the Nintendo price tag and was pretty 
certain that Santa/parents didn’t have that on the 
agenda...and I was wrong! But boy was I glad to be!  
++This Christmas, the Unexpected King wants to 
present to you an unexpected Gift. One that you 
never saw coming, one that you never expected but 
is so much more than you could ever imagine! 
++Hope in the midst of uncertainty, peace in the 
midst of chaos, love in the midst of self-doubt, and joy 
in the midst of trial! 
++What is the Christmas Story According to You? 
Who is Jesus to You? 
++I leave you with Jesus’ final words in Matthew: 
And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.” Matthew 28:20b 
 


