
Nov 27, ’22   God’s Final Judgment: Safe in Christ 

Numbers 21:4-8; John 3:14-21 
 

Last week we talked about God’s consistent invitation through the OT 

prophets & Messiah Jesus: Repent and Return! And this is the face of 

Israel’s constant, consistent unfaithfulness! And that’s the point: God’s 

true character is gracious & merciful toward His people! Changing our 

minds about God’s steadfast love & persistent mercy is critical to 

understanding His final judgment of Sin. If we don’t, declarations like 

this produce only misgivings & fear among Christians: “For the time 

has come for judgment, and it must begin with God’s household. And if 

judgment begins with us, what terrible fate awaits those who have 

never obeyed God’s Good News? If the righteous are barely saved, 

what will happen to godless sinners?” (1Pet 4:17,18)) Peter begs the 

question: “Are Christians safe or will we face God’s judgment, too?”  

 ILLUS: Unnecessary fear? Police siren – fear no matter what! 

True, authentic Christians have nothing to fear regarding God’s judg-

ment; we who are in Christ have God’s permanent acceptance! But 

Israel & Church have always contained both true & false believers God 

judges those in sin, not in Christ–no matter where they’re found! * 

           We have to distinguish between biblical judgment & discipline. 

God’s discipline is always future-facing, training/teaching for progress. 

It is never punitive, retributive, or judgmental (that’s punishment!) In 

the bible, discipline gives life while judgment brings death! From the 

beginning, God has judged sinful acts: mankind’s total wickedness thru 

a great flood so that “the only people who survived were Noah and 

those with him in the boat. Everything that breathed and lived on dry 

land died.”  God judged the Egyptians for their worship of pagan gods 

thru the 10 plagues He used to set Israel free – plundering Egypt’s 

power & drowning the army: “The Egyptians tried to escape, but the 

Lord swept them into the sea…that Israel had walked thru on dry 

ground.” The OT testifies to so many other divine judgments – some 

against unbelieving nations and others against Israel for their disobed-

ience (exile)! But God’s quintessential judgment was for Israel’s unwil-

lingness to follow Him into the Promised Land: 40 years of wilderness 

wandering for their unbelief brought death to every man over 20! * 

 This morning, we’ll examine a prophetic event from this OT 

judgment that Jesus used to clarify His ability to save us from our sin, 

death & judgment! John records Jesus saying: “And as Moses lifted up 

the bronze snake on a pole in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be 

lifted up, so that everyone who believes in Him will have eternal life.” 

(John 3:14,15) Jesus shows us that He, indeed, is the ultimate version 

of every OT prophecy, event & experience. Moses detailed the original 

event 1500 years earlier: 4) Then the people of Israel set out from Mt 

Hor, taking the road to the Red Sea to go around the land of Edom. But 

the people grew impatient with the long journey, 5) and they began to 

speak against God and Moses. “Why have you brought us out of Egypt 

to die here in the wilderness?” they complained. “There is nothing to 

eat here and nothing to drink. And we hate this horrible manna!” 

 6) So the LORD sent poisonous snakes among the people, and 

many were bitten and died. 7) Then the people came to Moses and 

cried out, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against 

you. Pray that the LORD will take away the snakes.” So Moses prayed 

for the people. 8) Then the LORD told him, “Make a replica of a 

poisonous snake and attach it to a pole. All who are bitten will live if 

they simply look at it!” (Num 21:4-8) This single judgment of God 

shows us 3 deficiencies of OT salvation that Jesus resolves by His 

NT fulfillment: It was Impermanent, Incomplete, & Impossible! 
 

1) Impermanent (as subject to man’s sinning!)       (Num 21:5,7) 

5) and they began to speak against God and Moses. “Why have you 

brought us out of Egypt to die here in the wilderness?” they complain-

ed. “There is nothing to eat here and nothing to drink. And we hate this 

horrible manna! 7) Then the people came to Moses and cried out, “We 

have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you. Pray that 

the LORD will take away the snakes. So Moses prayed for the people”

 Israel’s complaints about God’s provisions were habitual from 

their Egyptian release! 3 days into their journey after miraculously 

crossing the Red Sea on dry land & watching God drown their enemies, 

the Israelites bitterly complained @ their thirst! Complaining is distrust 

expressed in reckless disrespect against God! Israel never learned to 

communicate their needs directly with God who promised/provided 

solutions. Rather, they continue treating Him dishonorably and with 

contempt (Lesson for us: God doesn’t need us to tell Him what we 

need, how & when; He wants us to admit our need for His help & 

trust Him to provide! Faith/trust apprehend the promises of God!) 

Every impure thought, selfish act, & unwholesome word required 

another OT offering/sacrifice for covering. Yom Kipper, annual Day of 

Atonement, was the insurance that Israel’s sins had been confessed 

before the Lord & the blood of sacrificed bull, goats & lambs covered 

sins until Jesus Christ’s all-sufficient sacrifice could be accomplished. 

Thru faith in Jesus & His once-for-all-time offering, all Sin (not just  
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the accumulative sins of all people) has been permanently removed! 

     ILLUS: Jesus’ sacrifice offers TOTAL sin relief: Justification! 

      Being justified = “legal reconciliation” – no sin charges remain! 
 

2) Incomplete (without conversion to holiness))           (2Peter 1:4) 

But the covering of sin alone cannot restore a right-relationship with a 

holy God. Why? Because a covering for each sin does not prevent the 

next sin; but righteousness does! Knowing the right way to live defeats 

sin! Christ’s righteousness is the reason for His resurrection/acceptance 

by God…& ours too! “Can two people walk together without agreeing 

on the direction?” (Amos 3) The only way we can walk with God on 

equal footing is to be made like Him in Spirit & truth, sharing His holy, 

divine nature. Jesus earned God’s righteousness as a man & gives it as 

a gift to those who believe! “…His glory & excellence has given us His 

great & precious promises…that enable you to share his divine nature 

& escape the world’s corruption by human desires.”           (2Pet 1:4) 
 

3) Impossible (for man to maintain!)    (John 3:14,15,18) 

This truth is almost unnecessary to detail except for the reality that 

most Christians still believe that, while salvation is a free gift, we must 

maintain it by perfect performance! Just saying that out loud exposes its 

fallacy! If this were the case, our salvation would never be permanent 

or complete, for no one will ever have perfect victory in faith against 

sin in this world of temptation, lust, & lies – but Jesus already has!  

 In the OT, faith was imputed (credited) by God as righteousness 

(Abram). Credited to a mounting sin-debt each time they believed; but 

only if the final bill was eventually paid by Jesus! In the New & Better 

Covenant, faith is imparted to believers by God’s indwelling Spirit; He 

is Christ’s perfect righteousness in us! He maintains our holiness & 

friendship as God’s advocate in us to “Live out Christ’s life thru ours” 

 Christ’s NT eliminates God’s judgments for daily disobedience: 

Jesus is God’s remedy, lifted high on a cross, for all of us bitten by sin 

…if we will simply look to Him for eternal salvation!  

“And as Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in the wilderness, 

so the Son of Man must be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in 

Him will have eternal life…He who believes in Him is not judged; he 

who does not believe has been judged already because he has not 

believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” (Jn 3:14,15,18) 

There is only one judgment of God remaining. All true believers (now 

& future) are already saved from judgment in Jesus & His divine life! 
 

 How is Jesus convincing you that you are safe in Him?  

God’s Final Judgment: Safe in Christ 

John 3:14-21 

 

Changing our minds about God’s steadfast love & persistent mercy is 

critical to understand His final ____________________ against Sin! 

 

How is OT salvation in faith different from NT salvation in Christ? 

 

 

 

1) Impermanent (subject to man’s sinning!)       (Num 21:5,7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Incomplete (to see God without holiness)           (2Peter 1:4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) Impossible (for man to maintain!)         (John 3:14,15) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT WEEK:          THE CHRIST: God’s Promise        Luke 1 



 

 

* John 3:17,18: “God sent his Son into the world not to judge the 

world, but to save the world through him. There is no judgment against 

anyone who believes in him.” 

 

 

* Hebrews 3:16-19 – Judgment of Wilderness Wanderings! 

16) And who was it who rebelled against God, even though they heard 

his voice? Wasn’t it the people Moses led out of Egypt? 17) And who 

made God angry for forty years? Wasn’t it the people who sinned, 

whose corpses lay in the wilderness? 18) And to whom was God 

speaking when he took an oath that they would never enter his rest? 

Wasn’t it the people who disobeyed him? 19) So we see that because of 

their unbelief they were not able to enter his rest. 
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