
DAILY DEVOTIONS:                                                  Week of November 25 – December 1, 2019  

ADVENT CANDLES Signify Hope, Peace, Joy, & Love during the Christmas Season

MONDAY: Read Luke 1:67-79
Hope is found on multiple levels in these verses: can you identify all 3? How does the baby John fulfill 
Zechariah’s desires? How does he remove Elizabeth’s shame? How does John fulfill Isaiah’s prophecy 
(40:3-5)? What does he mean, “Make straight paths for the Lord”? Thank the Spirit for helping you 
discover the qualities of Jesus that secured your future in & with Him now in His kingdom on earth.

TUESDAY: Read Luke 2:1-20 
Peace is demonstrated in a number of ways in this passage: can you name some? What typical salut-
ation does the angel of the Lord give to the shepherds? Why? How does v12 indicate that the Lord 
knew the shepherds would go to “see this thing that has happened”? Ask Spirit to train you to see 
God’s perspective so that you will know God’s priorities as you walk with Him in His will His way 
today.
 
  

WEDNESDAY: Read Luke 1:26-38
Joy is manifest in various ways throughout this passage. Can you name some? Why did Mary find 
favor with God? On what basis do you have God’s favor? Why does Mary’s anxiety about Gabriel’s 
greeting dissipate after she hears the reason for his visit? To what events does the phrase “For nothing 
is impossible with God” refer? Ask Spirit to help you rely on, expect & take cues from God’s presence. 

 

THURSDAY: Read Luke 1:39-45
In what ways is Joy expressed & shared in this passage? What happens to confirm that God has made 
the impossible happen for these women? V.45 explains that basis for Mary’s blessing: what is it? Ask 
the Holy Spirit to help you understand the spiritual truths & realities that Jesus details in this chapter. 

FRIDAY: Read Luke 2:41-52 
In what ways is Love experienced in this passage? How often did Joseph, Mary, & Jesus attend Pass-
over in Jerusalem? What do you suppose might be significant about the age of Jesus this time? How 
would familiarity with the journey have affected Jesus? Thank Jesus for showing us what God is like. 

SATURDAY: Read Luke 2:41-52
How many days was Jesus missing? How might that be significant & prophetic? How did those in the 
temple think of Jesus, the boy? What could this mean: Jesus grew…in favor with God…? Thank God 
for committing to finish your spiritual maturity, ministry & mission as you serve Him with your life!



(Use your own Bible & this New Living Translation for comparison & better
understanding)

Luke 1:67-79 (NLT)
Zechariah’s Prophecy: 67Then his father, Zechariah, was filled with

the Holy  Spirit  and gave this  prophecy:  68“Praise  the  Lord,  the  God of
Israel, because he has visited and redeemed his people. 69He has sent us a
mighty  Savior  from  the  royal  line  of  his  servant  David,  70just  as  he
promised through his holy prophets long ago. 71Now we will be saved from
our  enemies  and from all  who hate  us.  72He has  been merciful  to  our
ancestors by remembering his sacred covenant— 73the covenant he swore
with an oath to our ancestor Abraham. 74We have been rescued from our
enemies so we can serve God without fear, 75in holiness and righteousness
for as long as we live. 

76“And you, my little son, will be called the prophet of the Most High, 
because you will prepare the way for the Lord. 77You will tell his people 
how to find salvation through forgiveness of their sins. 78Because of God’s 
tender mercy, the morning light from heaven is about to break upon us, 
79to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, and
to guide us to the path of peace.”

Luke 2:1-20 (NLT)
The Birth of Jesus: 1At that time the Roman emperor, Augustus, 

decreed that a census should be taken throughout the Roman 
Empire. 2(This was the first census taken when Quirinius was governor of 
Syria.) 3All returned to their own ancestral towns to register for this 
census. 4And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go 
to Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient home. He traveled there from the 
village of Nazareth in Galilee. 5He took with him Mary, to whom he was 
engaged, who was now expecting a child.
6And while they were there, the time came for her baby to be born. 7She 
gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him snugly in strips of cloth 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no lodging available for them

The Shepherds and Angels: 8That night there were shepherds 
staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. 9Suddenly, an 
angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s 
glory surrounded them. They were terrified, 10but the angel reassured 
them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring 
great joy to all people. 11The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been 
born today in Bethlehem, the city of David! 12And you will recognize him by
this sign: You will find a baby wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a 
manger.” 13Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the 
armies of heaven—praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in highest 
heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.”
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15When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to 
each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.” 16They hurried to the village and found 
Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the manger. 17After 
seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the 
angel had said to them about this child. 18All who heard the shepherds’ 
story were astonished, 19but Mary kept all these things in her heart and 
thought about them often. 20The shepherds went back to their flocks, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. It was just as 
the angel had told them.

Luke 1:26-45 (NLT)
The Birth of Jesus Foretold: 26In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s 

pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a village in Galilee, 27to
a virgin named Mary. She was engaged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of King David. 28Gabriel appeared to her and said, 
“Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is with you!” 29Confused and 
disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. 30“Don’t be 
afraid, Mary,” the angel told her, “for you have found favor with God! 31You
will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will
be very great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will 
give him the throne of his ancestor David. 33And he will reign over Israel 
forever; his Kingdom will never end!” 34Mary asked the angel, “But how 
can this happen? I am a virgin.” 35The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the
baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called the Son of God. 36What’s 
more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in her old age! People 
used to say she was barren, but she has conceived a son and is now in her 
sixth month. 37For the word of God will never fail.” 38Mary responded, “I 
am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me come true.” 
And then the angel left her.

Mary Visits Elizabeth: 39A few days later Mary hurried to the hill 
country of Judea, to the town 40where Zechariah lived. She entered the 
house and greeted Elizabeth. 41At the sound of Mary’s greeting, Elizabeth’s
child leaped within her, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 
42Elizabeth gave a glad cry and exclaimed to Mary, “God has blessed you 
above all women, and your child is blessed. 43Why am I so honored, that 
the mother of my Lord should visit me? 44When I heard your greeting, the 
baby in my womb jumped for joy. 45You are blessed because you believed 
that the Lord would do what he said.”

Luke 2:41-52 (NLT)
Jesus Speaks with the Teachers: 41Every year Jesus’ parents went to 
Jerusalem for the Passover festival. 42When Jesus was twelve years old, 
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they attended the festival as usual. 43After the celebration was over, they 
started home to Nazareth, but Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents
didn’t miss him at first, 44because they assumed he was among the other 
travelers. But when he didn’t show up that evening, they started looking for 
him among their relatives and friends. 45When they couldn’t find him, they 
went back to Jerusalem to search for him there. 46Three days later they 
finally discovered him in the Temple, sitting among the religious teachers, 
listening to them and asking questions. 47All who heard him were amazed 
at his understanding and his answers.

48His parents didn’t know what to think. “Son,” his mother said to him,
“why have you done this to us? Your father and I have been frantic, 
searching for you everywhere.” 49“But why did you need to search?” he 
asked. “Didn’t you know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50But they 
didn’t understand what he meant. 51Then he returned to Nazareth with 
them and was obedient to them. And his mother stored all these things in 
her heart.
52Jesus grew in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and all the 
people.
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