
Nov 17, 2019   KNOWLEDGE IS NOT FAITH!
Mark 12:28-34

      How would you respond to a person who said to you, “You 
are not far from the Kingdom of God!” ____! Now, what if the 
person who said that to you professed to be the King of that very 
Kingdom? Admittedly, He must know what He’s talking about!
      That’s what happened to one of the scribes who participated 
with the religious leaders that relentlessly tried to trap Jesus in 
anything for which they could condemn Him! I want you & I to 
travel back into this episode in Christ’s life as recorded by Mark.

READ: Mark 11:28-34 (NLT)
     -Imagine standing before God’s Word quoting His scripture!
     -Imagine giving your feeble approval to The Creator of Good!
     -Imagine saying to Truth Incarnate, “You’ve answered well!”
     -Imagine adding to an answer given by The Omniscient One 

Of course, all these issues make us realize that this scribe did not 
know Jesus, to whom he was speaking–factually or relationally! 
This teacher of the OT scriptures that proclaimed the coming of 
God’s promised Messiah did not recognize Jesus by word or 
deed when He stood right in front of him! Was Christ’s coming 
so different than predicted? Were the prophets in error? Were 
God’s prophecies somehow unclear? Why didn’t he recognize 
Jesus having been so prepared to do so by the OT writings?

For the very same reason that those who know nothing of 
the OT also refuse, ignore & reject Jesus…they don’t want or 
need Him! They think they’re doing just fine in life ignoring 
their sin & need for a Savior, determined to “hang on to the life 
they have”, & therefore, destined to loose it – as Jesus promised!

-Mark 8:35 & John 5:39,40

Connecting God’s salvation to human mentality & reasoning:
-Some of you may have gone to church since the womb
     But you’ve never come to Jesus asking Him to give you E 
Life! 
-Some of you may have walked an aisle at an early age
     But you’ve never come to Jesus asking Him to save you
-Some of you may have a long family heritage of Christianity 

     But you’ve never come to Jesus asking Him to fill you w/ HS 
-Some of you have only agreed to tenants of faith you accept
     But you’ve never come to Jesus asking Him to embrace you in

His love & Life
-Some of you have superior knowledge of the law/scriptures
     But you’ve never come to Jesus asking Him to fulfill His 

purpose in you!

Salvation in Jesus Christ produces a permanent change in your 
identity, & your desires, & the way you go about life. Salvation 
transforms you to understand the things of God: His word, His 
will, His way of living, His priorities, relationships, & purposes.  

Being saved brings a deep knowing & abiding assurance 
that you are loved, accepted, & immensely valued in Christ. 
Being right with God propels you into peace, & dissipates self-
ishness & stinginess so that, like the widow who gave all she had,
you and I can give as freely as we have received from God! 

Knowing the Savior intimately produces a love for God 
that progressively invades your whole heart, soul, mind, strength,
& generates true love for others because God loves them, too! 

Entering into new life with Christ magnifies the icon of 
God’s image in you so that you know who you are & Whose you 
are, eternally marked as belonging to God, joyously giving all 
you are because all you are & all you have is a gift from Him! 

INVITATION:

     You’ve just heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ – the message of 
salvation for every human being created in the image of God to 
be embraced in His life & love. You know that acknowledging 
God is not the same as having faith in Him: trusting Him with all 
that you are and living eternal life thru faith in Jesus Christ. 

But what @ people who don’t know? 
     I want you to take your insert flyer this week and invite one 
person you don’t know to come to FBCT next Sunday! If they 
can’t come on Sunday, or already have a church home, then 
invite them to one of the other events on this flyer: “Tis the 
Season” Christmas play (12/8), Lottie Moon Missions Auction &
Meal (12/14), & Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (@ 5:00pm)!



     I’ll ask you next week how you did with your invitations!
MEDITATION: Hosea 6:4,6 (NET)

4)  What  am  I  going  to  do  with  you,  O
Ephraim?
What am I going to do with you, O Judah?
For your faithfulness is as fleeting as the morning
mist;
it disappears as quickly as dawn’s dew!

6) For I delight in faithfulness, not simply in
sacrifice;
I  delight  in  acknowledging  God,  not  simply  in
whole burnt offerings.

Knowledge about God is not the same as Faith in Him! If the OT 
teaches us nothing else…be certain of this one thing: Knowledge
is   Not   Faith!   God revealed Himself in so many demonstrable 
ways to Israel, His OT people: the 10 plagues, the Red Sea, the 
rock of water, manna, quail, the 10 C’s, the tabernacle, the 
sacrificial system, the pillar of cloud by day & fire cloud by night
always visible, etc. The Israelites KNEW God…but they did not 
believe, trust or worship Him in faith! 

People today still stumble over the difference between 
knowledge & faith when it comes to God: but only one of these 
results in salvation & a true relationship with God in Christ! 

Sermon in a Sentence: Knowledge Is Not Faith!

Mark 8:35 (NLT)
If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you 
give up your life for My sake and for the sake of the Good 
News, you will save it.”

John 5:39,40 (NLT)
39) You pore over the Scriptures because you 
think you have eternal life in them, and yet they 
testify about me. 40) But you are not willing to 
come to me so that you may have life.

Mark 12:28-34 (NLT)
28) One of the teachers of religious law was 

standing there listening to the debate. He 
realized that Jesus had answered well, so he 
asked, “Of all the commandments, which is the 
most important?” 29) Jesus replied, “The most 
important commandment is this: ‘Listen, O Israel!
The Lord our God is the one and only Lord. 30) 
And you must love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all 
your strength.’ 31) The second is equally 
important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ No 
other commandment is greater than these.”

32) The teacher of religious law replied, 
“Well said, Teacher. You have spoken the truth 
by saying that there is only one God and no 
other. 33) And I know it is important to love him 
with all my heart and all my understanding and 
all my strength, and to love my neighbor as 
myself. This is more important than to offer all of 
the burnt offerings and sacrifices required in the 
law.”

34) Realizing how much the man 
understood, Jesus said to him, “You are not far 
from the Kingdom of God.” And after that, no one
dared to ask him any more questions.
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