
Nov 10, ’19 BEARING THE FRUIT OF FAITH 

Mark 11:12-14; 20-25 
 

Thru this study of Mark, we’ve encountered a few moments with 

Jesus that seem a little out of character for Him: 

 4) Sleeping in the stern of a boat during a terrifying storm 

 5) Telling some people to follow & others to go home 

 7) Sharing His power w/ Jews but reluctant w/ Gentiles 

 11) Cursing a fig tree for not having fruit before its season 
 

This morning, I want to talk @ 3 things: 1) bearing the “fruit of 

faith” in Jesus, 2) defining what constitutes fruit of faith; & the 

significance of prayer in developing/displaying fruit-bearing faith 
 

     READ: Mark 11:12-14 (NLT) 

In this scenario, let’s be sure we’re not thinking that Jesus acted 

irrationally, curses something because He was irritated or, even 

worse, hungry! (after all He fed 5,000 w/ 5 loaves & 4,000 w/ 7)  

 No! Jesus curses this fig tree to illustrate a painful truth 

about God’s OT people, the Jews. As a nation, they were unfruit-

ful in faith; they didn’t trust God! Only the remnant was faithful. 

But as a nation, Israel did not bear the fruit of faith in God!  

 The Jews are “the stump of David’s family tree from which a 

new shoot or branch would grow bearing fruit from the old root”! 

The root can be traced to Abraham, who demonstrated the fruit 

of faith in God, especially regarding the sacrifice of Isaac! The 

new fruit-bearing branch is Jesus. But in @ 600 BC, Isaiah said 

the tree that represents OT Israel would be cut down due to their 

fruitless faith until a stump is all that remained!  

 Jesus affirms this when He curses the fig tree, symbolic of 

OT Israel, and says, “May no one ever eat your fruit again!’’ 

Clearly, Jesus pronounces that Israel is finished as the fig tree 

dies – remarkably from the root up instead of the branches down. 

 This illustration helps us to understand what Jesus taught 

His disciples as recorded in John’s gospel: John 15:1-8 (NLT) 

 -Context: Jesus is teaching His disciples – all Jews! 

 -Unfruitful Branches are unfaithful Jews (in original tree) 

 -Fruitful branches = the remnant from every generation 

 -Remain in Jesus (by faith, not line); He remains in you 

 -Remaining in Jesus (& He in them) produces much fruit 

 -Branches not remaining in Jesus (by faith) = thrown away 

  -But these branches can only be Jews who were in 

  the original tree, but not by faith. Gentile believers 

  are grafted in BECAUSE of their faith in Jesus! 
 

Bearing the fruit of faith in Christ means demonstrating in 5 

ways that we are His newly recreated people – “a Faith-race”: 

 -Conforming to & Bearing out Christ’s image in us 

 -Developing His character, priorities, passions & peace 

 -Displaying the Fruit of His Spirit – love, joy, peace… 

 -Pollinating seeds of faith planted in others for salvation 

 -Knowing & Doing His will, His way in our life situations 

  *Remember: we are His regents to convey “His 

    will on earth as it is in heaven!” 
 

And Prayer is our greatest means to accomplish this assignment! 

Now, let’s define prayer so we’re all on the same page! A few 

weeks ago, God gave us a notable definition thru pastor Jeremy: 

Prayer is exchanging human perspectives, wants & needs for 

God’s truth, will & provision. Prayer is THE way we connect 

with God in order to trade our flawed perspectives for His perfect 

truth applied in our decisions. Prayer is the means by which we 

get to swap our flawed wants for God’s perfect will in our 

circumstances. Prayer is the transmission by which we get to 

replace our overwhelming needs with His abundant provision. 

 Prayer is the abiding, spiritual communion by which we 

understand & convey God’s good, acceptable, & perfect will on 

this earth now to prove we’re His fruit-bearing, Kingdom people!   

 READ: Mark 11:22-25 & John 15:7 (NLT)  
 

When you & I approach God with a willingness to exchange our 

perspectives for His truth – and then obey it in our lives – we live 

fruitfully! When we trade our wants for Jesus’ will in our specific 

situations – and act on it – we produce the fruit of faith! When 

we replace our needs with Spirit’s provision in the details of 

living – and receive gratefully – then we prove our faith in Him 

is fruitful, life-changing, & a worthy testimony of God to others.  
 

Are you bearing the fruit of faith that proves God is real in you? 



MEDITATION: Isaiah 11:1-5 (NLT) 

1) Out of the stump of David’s family will grow a shoot— yes, a new 

Branch bearing fruit from the old root. 2) And the Spirit of the 

LORD will rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear 

of the LORD. 3) He will delight in obeying the LORD. He will not 

judge by appearance nor make a decision based on hearsay. 4) He 

will give justice to the poor and make fair decisions for the exploited. 

The earth will shake at the force of his word, and one breath from 

his mouth will destroy the wicked. 5) He will wear righteousness like 

a belt and truth like an undergarment. 

 

This, of course, is a prophecy about God’s Messiah, Jesus Christ. 

“The Spirit of wisdom & understanding…He will delight in 

obeying the Lord…and one breath from His mouth will destroy 

the wicked…” 

 We know that Jesus came thru King David’s line by His 

mother, Mary. But notice the scripture indicates that He is a new 

shoot out of the old root of a tree that’s now a stump. Why was 

David’s ancestral tree cut down to a stump? Because it was 

dead! No fruit of faith in God. The nation of Israel, God’s OT 

people, never demonstrated the fruit of faith that proves life! 

 That’s the reason for a new & better Covenant thru Jesus 

Christ! All those who have faith in Jesus, the new shoot, become 

God’s true people forever. And because the Holy Spirit dwells in 

us, He ensures the fruit of faith that proves we live by Jesus’ life! 

 

Sermon in a Sentence: Bearing the Fruit of Faith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark 11:12-14 (NLT) 
12) The next morning as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was 

hungry. 13) He noticed a fig tree in full leaf a little way off, so he 

went over to see if he could find any figs. But there were only leaves 

because it was too early in the season for fruit. 14) Then Jesus said 

to the tree, “May no one ever eat your fruit again!” And the disciples 

heard him say it. 

 

John 15:1-6 (NLT) 
1) “I am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. 2) He 

cuts off every branch of mine that doesn’t produce fruit, and he 

prunes the branches that do bear fruit so they will produce even 

more. 3) You have already been pruned and purified by the message 

I have given you. 4) Remain in me, and I will remain in you. For a 

branch cannot produce fruit if it is severed from the vine, and you 

cannot be fruitful unless you remain in me. 

5) “Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in 

me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you 

can do nothing. 6) Anyone who does not remain in me is thrown 

away like a useless branch and withers. Such branches are gathered 

into a pile to be burned. 7) But if you remain in me and my words 

remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will be 

granted! 8) When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. 

This brings great glory to my Father. 

 

Mark 11:20-25 (NLT) 

20) The next morning as they passed by the fig tree he had cursed, 

the disciples noticed it had withered from the roots up. 21) Peter 

remembered what Jesus had said to the tree on the previous day and 

exclaimed, “Look, Rabbi! The fig tree you cursed has withered and 

died!” 

22) Then Jesus said to the disciples, “Have faith in God. 23) I tell 

you the truth, you can say to this mountain, ‘May you be lifted up 

and thrown into the sea,’ and it will happen. But you must really 

believe it will happen and have no doubt in your heart.24) I tell you, 

you can pray for anything, and if you believe that you’ve received it, 

it will be yours. 25) But when you are praying, first forgive anyone 

you are holding a grudge against, so that your Father in heaven will 

forgive your sins, too.” 
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