
Hebrews 11:1-16 (turn there)
The Phenomenon of Faith
++1 Faith shows the reality of what we hope for; it is the
evidence of things we cannot see.
++Faith in God is trust in God - it’s his love language!
++This entire chapter is called the “Hall of Faith” - it is
full of people from the OT that “by faith” believed what
was unseen, but promised by God.
++2 Through their faith, the people in days of old earned
a good reputation.
++We speak highly of these people (and so did the folks
of the 1st century) - they were applauded for their faith,
but many also feared, doubted, and even tried to play
God.
++Here’s the beauty: God’s promise doesn’t rely on
your actions, it relies on His work and you resting in it.
++For the next 27 verses, the writer will give us a crash
course in Jewish heroes of the faith...but look at who is
mentioned first:
++3 By faith we understand that the entire universe was
formed at God’s command, that what we now see did
not come from anything that can be seen.
++”what we now see” phainomenon
++In the world of sports - you have to see results to get
the tag “phenom” most don’t pan out
++In the economy of God - it always does
++Faith combines the potential with the reality and
creates a fusion of His truth, His promise, His reality and
our circumstances to create what only can be described
as “good” (Rom. 8:28-29)
++The phenomenon of faith is that God is working all
things for your good at all times, and not only that...faith
looks back and sees how God worked. Faith looks back
to drive forward!
++Faith apprehends that truth and marches forward in
what, sometimes, seems like the ridiculous.
++True faith looks the ridiculous in the eye and says, “I
don’t care what I see, I want to see what God sees. In
the midst of the ridiculous mountain in front of me...He
will make a way - under, over, or through it!”
++I’ve seen you move, you move the mountain...and I
believe...I’ll see you do it again!
++6 And it is impossible to please God without faith.
Anyone who wants to come to him must believe that
God exists and that he rewards those who sincerely
seek him.
++Not only do we come to Him in belief, but in faith

++Faith in the promise of new life, new birth,
resurrection, and complete lordship.
++Faith in the promise that God made to work good
from bad.
++Faith in the promise that in spite of the ridiculous
situation in front of you...He’s promised to smash it all
down and work in His powerful creative way.
++Charles Blondin - walked, wheelbarrowed,  and
flipped across Niagara Falls on a tightrope. Once with
his manager on his back, Harry Colcord. During the
walk, he said: “Look up, Harry.… you are no longer
Colcord, you are Blondin. Until I clear this place be a
part of me, mind, body, and soul. If I sway, sway with
me. Do not attempt to do any balancing yourself.”
++The Christian isn’t called to be part of Him
sometimes, but all the time.
++Faith says that no matter what you are facing, Jesus
reminds you, “You are part of me...mind, body and soul.
If I sway, sway with me. Do not attempt to do anything
yourself!”
++That’s the beauty of the phenomenon of faith in the
midst of the ridiculous.
++Just look at the phenomenon of faith in some of the
ridiculous in these following instances:
++7 It was by faith that Noah built a large boat to save
his family from the flood. He obeyed God, who warned
him about things that had never happened before. By
his faith Noah condemned the rest of the world, and he
received the righteousness that comes by faith.
++By faith, Noah believed in something that had never
happened before. Don’t limit God, He can’t be limited.
++Hebrews 11:8-12
++By faith, Abraham trusted God to give him land and
people as his inheritance...even though he was a
nomad with no children. Our faith gives us the ability to
look at what seems impossible in the eye, and wholly
trust in the God who will make it happen! Even when it
doesn’t make sense to you or other people.
++Hebrews 11:13-16
++Look back in your life...I challenge you to see where
God did something ridiculous and worked it out for your
good. If you are in the middle of something that looks
ridiculous, or it didn’t go exactly the way you thought it
would...take heart...the limitless God has given you the
phenomenon of faith to trust in His promises.
++Faith believes the promises of God regardless of how
ridiculous they may sound or appear!
++You can trust Jesus.


